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The Dream of Renouncing Household Life Comes True
— A Brief Introduction of Bhikshuni Jin Jie
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By Bai Hua Zhang
English translation by Bhikshuni Jin An
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Dharma Master Jin Jie is a native of Gaoxiong, Taiwan. She is the eldest among
the six siblings in her family. Early on in her childhood while listening to sutra
lectures with the elders in her family, she planted seeds in her eighth consciousness
for studying the Buddhadharma. Dharma Master Jin Jie went to Taipei to learn
hairdressing at a young age, and became a hairdresser back in Gaoxiong after her
marriage. In her early middle age, she started to show interest in Buddhist chants,
and said: “It seems that I have a very special affinity with the Eighty-eight Buddhas
Repentance.”

One time a nearby vihara held an inauguration ceremony and the monastics’
chanting of the Eighty-eight Buddhas Repentance left a very deep impression in
her. Later on she visited the Wondrous Penetration Monastery in Gaoxiong and
attended their Evening Recitation. Chants of the Eighty-cight Buddha’s Repentance
once again deeply moved her heart. And on another occasion, during a pilgrimage
trip organized by Gaoxiong branch temples, she got an opportunity to hear the
Eighty-eight Buddhas Repentance once more.

A long time ago, a cousin of Dharma Master Jin Jie took refuge with the

Venerable Master Hua. She had introduced some Master’s books to Dharma
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Master Jin Jie’s younger brother (Dharma Master Heng Ge) who renounced the
household life later at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in 1991. In the same
year, Dharma Master Jin Jie took refuge with the Venerable Master at Gaoxiong
Martial Arts Hall.

Once Dharma Master Heng Ge bought the Six Patriarchs Dharma Jewel
Platform Sutra with the Master’s commentary and suggested Dharma Master Jin Jie,
(then still a laywoman), to read more Sutras. In his commentaries, the Venerable
Master used plain language to elaborate vivid stories and to expound wondrous
Buddhist principles. His words directly point to people’s minds and Dharma
Master Jin Jie has since been inspired to walk on the journey of reading Sutras.

Along with other fellow cultivators from Taiwan, Dharma Master Jin Jie went
to participate in the Emperor Liang Jeweled Repentance ceremony at the City of
Dharma Realm in 1994 and offered birthday congratulations to the Venerable
Master. Then someone encouraged her to move to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas to cultivate. But in 1995 the Venerable Master entered Nirvana, so her
wish was not fulfilled until 2006 when she was finally able to start her cultivation
at CTTB. Dharma Master Jin Jie received the lay Bodhisattva precepts and
renounced the household life in 2008. She later received the full precepts in 2013.
Speaking of the monastic life, Dharma Master Jin Jie says that after ten years her
dream of leaving the home life finally came true! “Living the monastic life is really
wonderful, because one can be more focused in the cultivation instead of letting
one’s mind wander around.”

Currently Dharma Master Jin Jie is the kitchen manager of Gold Coast
Dharma Realm in Australia, and her favorite practice is to recite 7he Chapter of
Samantabhadra Bodpisattvas Conduct and Vows. She also likes to bow The Great
Compassion Repentance and practice meditation. She constantly reminds herself to
cultivate the Way with vigor with the Venerable Master’s verse of: “Truly recognize
my own faults, do not talk about others’ faults; others” faults are just my own,

being one with all is true compassion.” &
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We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXFEHNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

oMM E In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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