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Modelling a Vigorous Attitude in Buddha Name
Recitation — A Memorial of Bhikshuni Heng Dz
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By the Editorial Staff
English translation by Karmen Yap
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For over sixty years, Bhikshuni Heng Dz recited the Buddha’s name with
a vigorous attitude. After leaving home for almost 28 years, she passed away
at the age of 92 on March 20, 2018. A few days before she passed away, she
encountered Amitabha Buddha. When people asked her if she had confidence
in rebirth in the Land of Ultimate Bliss, she would nod her head. After her
cremation, there were hundreds of polished white sharia- flowers (relics).
Dharma Master Heng Dz came from Taichung Dongshi, Taiwan. She
was left with two sons when her husband passed away from illness at the age
of twenty-eight. She had to support her sons independently by working as a
midwife, a school nurse, and the principal of a Buddhist orphanage. Although
her income was not ideal, she never regretted investing in her sons” education.
The death of her husband influenced her to form habits of reciting the
Buddha’s name and bowing to the Buddha. She even gathered a group of Buddhist
peers to recite the Buddhas name for people on their deathbed. Additionally,
she had received a Japanese education as a child, so her fluency in Japanese

enabled her to translate Japanese Buddhist stories into Chinese. The stories she
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translated were featured in Taiwan’s Buddhist magazine, Bodhi Tree, and soon
the stories were compiled into a book entitled, Stories of Buddhism.

In the early 1990s, Dharma Master Heng Dz followed her sons to the
United States, which gave her a chance to visit the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. In 1992, she seized the opportunity to leave home under Venerable
Master Hua and was fully ordained in the same year.

In the eyes of her fellows, Dharma Master Heng Dz exemplified the
qualities of a left home person who “read all Sutras” and “vow to practice all
Dharma Doors.” Every day before the four o’clock morning ceremony began,
she would bow two hundred times to the Buddhas. She had bowed in this
fashion for over ten years in front of paintings of Amitabha Buddha, which
shed light to encourage her to continue. As she grew older, she developed
physical difficulties and needed a wheelchair to help her move around. She
would use her wheelchair to bring herself to the morning ceremonies and the
Great Compassion Repentance at the Tower of Blessings. When she returned
to her room, she would continue vigorously reciting the Buddha’s name for
seven hundred thousand times.

Although her sons were shocked when they heard that their mother
wanted to leave home, they stayed in contact with her and visited her at times.
On March 20, her sons and their wives rushed to see her as soon as they heard
the news of her decline. Dharma Master Heng Dz took her last breath and
fulfilled the family’s wish to see her for the last time. During that time, since
lunch session just ended, dozens of Dharma Masters and the lay people came
to help recite the Buddha’s name. They sincerely wished Dharma Master Heng
Dz would meet Amitabha Buddha and be reborn in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. &






