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The Thirtieth Patriarch,

Great Master Seng Can
(The Third Patriarch in China)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on November 22, 1983
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Another verse composed by Master Hua says:
Since neither his family name nor his given name are known,
He was called “Seng Can,” the jewel among those in the Sangha Jewel.
Because his body was plagued with the wind element, he sought to repent.
Although good fortune filled his mind;
the external situation was unfortunate.
He hid on Kong Mountain, abiding forever in quietude.
Then he propagated the Teachings on Luo-fu Mountain,
creating Dharma affinities.
Beneath a tree he returned to Liberation;

may the river of his transmissions flow on forever.

Commentary:

So, adding a head on top of a head, here’s another verse. The original verse
didn’t lack anything, but I wanted to write another one—to express what was said
about the Third Patriarch Seng Can in a bit more detail.

Since neither his family name nor his given name are known. There are no
lay names recorded for Great Master Seng Can, and it’s not known where he hailed
from or where he traveled. He stood under a tree and left the world. Imagine how
free and at ease he was! Unless a person had real skill, then no matter who he was,
he'd never be able to do that!

He was called “Seng Can,” the jewel among those in the Sangha Jewel. So,
a name had to be found for the Master. “Fine. We'll call him ‘Seng Can,” because in
the future, he will emit light that illumines Buddhism. He will be a dazzling light

in Buddhism; among humankind, he will be a great hero.”
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Because his body was plagued with illness caused by the wind element,
he sought to repent. But in the beginning, he had a disease. It was a disease
involving “wind.” It might have started out as rheumatism or leprosy, there’s
no clear record of this. In general, it was an illness caused by the wind element
for which there was no cure. Anyway, without any record of who he was, it’s
impossible to determine exactly what kind of illness he had or didn’t have. We
could say he was pretending to have that disease. At any rate, he was a layman
then, and he sought out the Second Patriarch Sheng Guang—Great Master
Hui Ke—and asked him to help him repent of his offenses. Master Hui Ke
told him to show him the offenses so he could perform the repentance. Well,
the layman stood there searching for his offenses. He looked and looked, but
basically offenses have no shape, no attributes—they aren’t really “things” at
all. It took him a while, but eventually he said, “I can’t find my offenses.”

Master Hui Ke responded, “I've already represented you in repenting of
those offenses. Once the repentance was done, the offenses ceased to exist.
That is why you can’t find them. You asked me to help you repent of your
offenses? Basically they are empty; basically there is not one thing. Where can
the dust alight?” That’s the principle involved here.

Master Seng Can likely understood, and so he began serving the Second
Patriarch. As an attendant, he prepared the Master’s food, washed his clothing,
and did whatever else was needed to take care of him. You could say he was a
Dharma Protector who provided whatever was necessary. He did that for two
years.

Although good fortune filled his mind; the external situation was
unfortunate. What is meant by “good fortune” in his mind? It means his
mind had gained the Way; he understood how to cultivate. Nonetheless,
he who has the true idea of what is Heaven’s appointment will not stand
beneath a precipitous wall.” That is, “Such a one will not enter a tottering

” And so the Second Patriarch told him

to go dwell deep in the mountains and not to come out among the populace.

state, nor dwell in a disorganized one.

He told him the country was about to experience a big disaster. During the
Southern and Northern periods, Emperor Wu Zong of the Zhou Dynasty
purged Buddhism. Had it not been for the purge, the Master would not have
had to hide away. But during that time, monks who held Buddhist views
were killed, monastics were captured and put in labor camps. The things that
took place then were even worse than what happened during the more recent
Cultural Revolution. And so he came and went from Si-Kong Mountain, not
daring to stay in any one place for fear he would be caught. Today he would
stay on the east side of the mountain; tomorrow, on the west side. The next day
he'd stay on the southern side, and the following day he'd go to the northern
side. He kept his living space flexible. He'd climb a tree and stay there for a
night. The next night he would dwell in a cave. There was nothing fixed about
where he stayed. Reflecting on how difficult it was for those who cultivated in
the past should inspire us in our practice now!

He hid on Kong Mountain, abiding continually in quietude. On Si-

Kong Mountain where he hid, there weren't any amenities at all. He would
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hike to a place and the only thing there would be wolves, insects, tigers,
panthers, lions, and the like. Cultivators of old stayed together with
the wild animals. They did not harm the animals, and the animals
did not harm them. They lived together in mutual accord. The Master
stayed in samadhi a lot of the time. Quietude indicated that there
were no disturbances, so he was easily able to develop his skill.

Then he propagated the Teachings on Luo-fu Mountain,
creating Dharma affinities. Later on, he went to Luo-fu Mountain
in Canton Province and spoke Dharma. On Luo-fu Mountain he held
huge Dharma assemblies, and many people came to hear him speak
the Dharma. That’s how he created Dharma affinities.

Beneath a tree he returned to Liberation. When it was time for
him to enter the Stillness, he stood under a tree, took hold of a branch,
and departed in that way. The idiom says: “Under a tree, he went back
home.” He returned. He went back to Liberation. He was free to come-
and-go. If he wanted to live, he could; if he wanted to die, he could.

May the river of his transmissions flow on forever. Although

N R
ESEFE o his lay names are unknown, nonetheless Great Master Seng Can’s
reputation in the Way, his virtue in the Way, his teaching and
transforming, and his popularity are such that people will never forget

about him. &

The Venerable Sariputra Tries to
Cultivate The Path of The Bodhisattva

The Venerable Sariputra, upon hearing the Buddha say that cultivating the Bodhisattva Way was
the Great Vehicle practice, decided that he too would cultivate practice the Bodhisattva Way.

Sariputra said, “I think I can do that. I imagine I could give my body away to someone if
that person asked for it.”

The Buddha said, “Okay, go try it out.”

Thereupon Sariputra set out to cultivate the Bodhisattva Way. As he was walking, he saw a
stone on the road and said to himself, “I should move this rock away or else people with poor
eyesight walking along this road could break a leg or have a spill and be injured.”’And so he
moved the rock away and thought to himself, “I'm cultivating the Bodhisattva Way.”

He kept on going and ran into a hole full of water. He said, “I'd better fill this hole. It would
be easier to walk here if there weren’t any water. Filling the hole would prevent situations such
as in the case when Sakyamuni Buddha in a previous life had to spread out his hair to cover a
mud puddle.” And so he found a hoe and a pail and brought load after load of dirt until he had
filled the hole so there was no more water. Then he said to himself, “These are both ways of
benefitting people. The road wasn't easy to travel on but I've repaired it, and that is cultivating
the Bodhisattva Way.” He was very happy that he had cultivated the Bodhisattva Way twice that
day. When he went back and sat in meditation, he felt very comfortable and said, “It’s not strange
that people cultivate the Bodhisattva Way. It’s really fine. Today I have fewer false thoughts

during my meditation. I'm certainly going to continue to cultivate the Bodhisattva Way.”

peenn Continued on Page 15
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T Continued from Page 13

Then he met a blind person who was walking down the road without a guide. He
thought, “I should cultivate the Bodhisattva Way and escort this blind person to his
home.” And so he said, “Mr Blindman, where do you want to go?”

The sightless person said, “It is you who are blind, not me!”

Sariputra thought, “What? He’s a blind man, and he gets upset when I call him
‘Mr. Blind Man.”” Oh well, when one cultivates the Bodhisattva Way, one has to be
patient. And so he said, “Oh, you are Mr. Having Eyes.”

To that the blind man retorted, “What's it to you if I have eyes or not?” He was
exploding with anger as he scolded Sariputra.

Sariputra said, “I just want to help you. I'll guide you wherever you want to go.”

The blind man said, “I don’t need any help from you.” and scolded him.

Sariputra said to himself, “The Bodhisattva Way is not easy to cultivate! I
wanted to show him the road and he cursed me. But be patient, practice the paramita
of patience and don’t pay any attention to him. However, I think T'll take the
Bodhisattva Way back with me for the day and let it rest a little. Tomorrow we'll see.”

He returned, and as he sat in meditation that evening he kept having false
thoughts about what had happened. “He was blind and when I wanted to guide him
along the road he cursed me! People in the world are really weird.” But he still didn’t
think of quitting, and hadn’t decided it was too hard to cultivate the Bodhisattva
Way. He still thought to himself, “If he scolds me a bit it’s not important. I can take

it. I wouldn’t have even cared if he had hit me!”

I Continued on Page 17
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The next day he set out again to cultivate the Bodhisattva Way. On the way he
encountered a person who was walking along and crying, sobbing his heart out.
Sariputra asked him, “What’s wrong? Whatever trouble you are in you can tell me
about it. You don’t have to be so sad and in so much pain.”

The crying person said, “You shouldn’t even ask about my troubles! There’s
nothing you could do to help me.”

Sariputra said, “Maybe there’s something I can do for you. Give it a try and
tell me.”

The man said, “It wouldn’t do any good to tell you. Don’t waste my time. I've
got too much pain in my heart, so all I can do is cry.”

Sariputra said, “I'm sure I can help you. Tell me what’s wrong, and I'll find a
way to help.”

The man said,“Do you really mean it? It’s because my mother is sick. She went
to see the doctor, who wrote her a prescription that says she needs the eye of a living
person to cure her. I've gone the rounds of all the pharmacies trying to buy a live
person’s eye, but there are none for sale. That kind of medicine doesn’t exist, so
there’s no way to cure my mother’s illness, and all I can do is cry. At first I intended
to take out my own eye to cure her, but I can't give it up. It’s too painful. And so
now there’s nothing I can do but cry!”

Sariputra thought it over, “I really should help him out of this painful dilemma.
This is a Bodhisattva Way I should cultivate! Also, he is very filial. I've found a friend
in my cultivation of the Bodhisattva Way. This is excellent! I should practice this
Bodhisattva Way!” He thought it over for not very long—maybe two minutes—and
made up his mind, “I'm going to do it!” Then he said, “Don’t cry. I'll give you my
eye to help you out.”

The man said, “Really? Of course that would be wonderful! Can you really give
up your eye to cure my mother’s illness?”

Sariputra said, “It’s no big deal. I can give it up. I'm someone who wants to
cultivate the Bodhisattva Way.”

tnninin Continued on Page 19
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BEERI7E . Continued from Page 17
The person said, “Fine. 'm going to bow to you first.” So, he bowed to this Bodhisattva who wanted to
cultivate the Bodhisattva Way.

After the person bowed to him, Sariputra was honor bound to give his eye, and so he took a knife
and gouged out his left eye. He was able to stand the pain and said, “Okay, you can take this to cure your
mother’s illness.”

The person took it, looked at it and said, “Ugh, your eye stinks! And anyway its a left eye, and I need
a right eye. It’s totally useless!” He slammed the eye to the ground and stamped it into the dirt with his
foot, smashing it to bits.

At that, Sariputra’s heart was filled with pain. Before he had been able to bear the pain from his eye,
but now there was pain in his eye and in his heart too. He said, “No wonder the Buddha said to give
cultivating the Bodhisattva Way a trial run. It’s really hard to cultivate the Bodhisattva Way! It’s really
hard!” He was in pain and regretted it; he didn't want to cultivate the Bodhisattva Way anymore.

The crying person started to laugh and said, “Oh, so that’s how your Bodhisattva Way was all along. It
was just a start without a finish. You could only manage to get started, but you couldn’t keep it up. What
kind of Bodhisattva Way were you cultivating anyway?” After saying that, he rose into the air. It turned

out that he was a god who had come to test him. Furthermore, Sariputra hadn’t lost his eye after all, but

his Bodhisattva Way was finished. &
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