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CHAPTER ONE:

SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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For instance, a heretic may say to someone, “Give me one million dollars, and I
will make you an emperor. You can be an emperor next life. All you have to do is
give me a million dollars now.” And the person considers that proposal, “Wow! I
can be an emperor in the future. Good!” So he gives the heretic a million dollars.
That’s an example of believing in the deviant. Actually, how can the role of an
emperor be sold? How can you buy the role of an emperor? Perhaps you can buy
the presidency in a modern democracy. “You are a woman in this lifetime and
not a president. But if you give me a million dollars, I can guarantee that you
become a president in a future life.” Whether you become a president or not in
the future, you will not be able to find him and get your one million dollars back.
Heretics do not have insurance policies backing up their claims. This is also an
example of faith in the deviant.

[Someone may say] “How can you buy a presidency with one million
dollars? That does not make any sense.” Well, in fact it might be possible to buy
a presidency in this very life for a million dollars. How? Someone could lobby
people to vote for him with that one million dollars. But [here in the United
States] you would have to be an American citizen, not the citizen of another
country. Anyway, deviant beliefs are untenable and unprincipled. Or [a heretic
may say], “Give me a hundred dollars...” or “...a thousand dollars...” or “...ten
thousand dollars, and I will guarantee that you become a man, not a woman, in
your future lives.” A person hears this and thinks, “Wow! Not a bad deal! Even
a million dollars to buy a future life as a man would not be too expensive!” So
the person gives the heretic a million dollars. As soon as the heretic pockets the
money, he goes off to drink wine, eat meat, and enjoy women. Once the heretic
does all that, there will be no way for the person to recover his investment, and
the “guarantee” that he will become a male next life is also no guarantee at all.

That’s deviant faith. These are one or two tactics that swindlers use.
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She often slighted the Three Jewels. Since she believed
in deviant dharma all the time, she did not believe in the proper
Dharma. Deviant dharma expresses itself like this: “Why believe
in the Buddha? You are a Buddha. Just give me sixty-five dollars,
and all will be well.” Sixty-five dollars buys Buddhahood? That is a
deviant dharma, deviant path. How can Buddhahood be purchased
with money? You can become a Buddha, but you do not buy
Buddhahood with money. You may use money to create merit; when
you accumulate enough merit, then you realize Buddhahood. Create
merit, but you must also cultivate the Way. You must investigate
dhyana; sit in meditation. Without cultivation, it can’t be done. For
instance, if Shakyamuni Buddha could have bought Buddhahood,
he wouldn’t have needed to sit in the Himalayas for six years, and
afterwards, underneath the Bodhi tree, see a bright star and awaken
to the Way. When he was a prince, he was so wealthy that he could
have very well bought Buddhahood. But Buddhahood cannot be
purchased with money. Slighting the Three Jewels means looking
down on the Three Jewels, slandering and sabotaging monastics. For
instance, some people get disgusted at the sight of monks and nuns.

In that way, they slight the Three Jewels.

Sutra:

Her worthy daughter made use of many expedients in trying
to convince her mother to hold right views, but her mother never
totally believed. Before long, her life ended and her consciousness

fell into the Uninterrupted Hell.

Commentary:

The worthy daughter, the Brahman woman, made use of
many expedients. Expedients are skillful, provisional explanations
for people who only have a rough understanding of the Dharma.
In trying to convince her mother, using encouragement and even
enticement, such as when we tell a child who likes sweets, “I have
a piece of candy. Follow me and I will give you the candy.” This
Brahman woman told her mother something similar, “Follow me
and study the Buddhadharma. The Buddhadharma is the best; it is
number one.” But her mother did not believe her. So although she
encouraged and enticed her mother to hold right views, so that her
mother would develop proper knowledge and proper views, still, her
mother never totally believed. The Brahman woman’s mother half
believed and half doubted the principles she heard, thinking, “Perhaps
what you say contains some principle but maybe not completely, so I
still have my doubts.” Some of my refuge disciples, in the same way,
do not believe certain principles entirely. Before long, the mother’s

life ended. The Brahman woman’s mother passed away.

s> To be continued
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