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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Think for a moment: Do you spend more money on meritorious deeds or
more money on food, clothing, and a place to live? Figure it out yourself!
A few days ago, I wrote about the three mundane matters. 7hree Mundane

Matters:

Without fabric to make clothing, I am afflicted by cold.
Without rice to cook, I am afflicted by hunger.

Without a house to shelter me, I am afflicted by wind and rain.
I complain about my afflictions all day long, but its no use!

How much money have you spent on these three mundane matters? Do
the calculation yourself. Compared to the money you spent on clothing,
food, and accommodation, do you still think you have a lot of merit? You
have spent so much money on these three mundane matters, yet you do
not feel it is too much. In contrast, when you make a small donation to
print a few Sutras and liberate a few creatures, you think you are spending
a lot and creating great merit.

For those who like to gamble or take drugs, how much money do
you squander on gambling and drugs? Do you spend more money on
meritorious deeds than on gambling and taking drugs? Do you spend more
to buy a car or more to create merit? Do you spend more on vacations all
over the place or more on creating merit? Take stock of yourself and you
will know how much merit you have.

These figures are not that easy to calculate. So go figure them out
tonight. Come back tomorrow and bring forth a great Bodhi resolve. If

someone volunteers to print a thousand or ten thousand copies of the
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Sutra, one for every person in America, then he
is one who takes the entrustment to propagate
the Buddhadharma seriously. I believe that
tomorrow, or on Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
anniversary, someone will definitely offer to
pring, if not a hundred thousand copies, then
ten thousand copies; if not ten thousand, then
one thousand, or one hundred copies at the
very least. I myself will print a hundred copies.
If you are interested, you can join the contest
and compete with me. As for the one hundred
copies of the Sixth Patriarchs Sitra that 'm
printing, I don’t want them for myself but will
donate them to the monastery. We can sell
them for fifteen dollars each and use the money
to pay the monastery’s bills. Although I do not
know how to do business, this is a pretty good
deal! But this business helps Buddhism instead
of myself. I myself do not need anyone’s help. That’s all I have
to say about printing Sutras. You should propagate this Dharma
treasure. Don’t just laugh and forget what I've told you.

This evening when we do the great dedication of merit, known
as “racing to the West,” we should walk faster and recite faster. It
shouldn’t be done at a slow pace. We should conduct this ritual
as if we are in a hurry. We recite fast, hit the wooden fish fast,
and walk at a brisk pace. This is called “racing to the West.” Our
place is small, but in a bigger place people would walk at twice
their normal pace. Today we have a little bit more time so we can
recite a little more. Whoever is not busy should come to attend
the Guanyin session.

Guanyin sessions, Chan sessions, and Amitabha sessions
are all equally important. You should not think that reciting
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name is meaningless. Amidst reciting and
meditating, your mindfulness of Guanyin continues in stillness as
well as in movement, in that within movement there is stillness,
and within stillness there is movement. You can cultivate in
stillness, or you can cultivate in movement. Movement does not
hinder stillness, and stillness does not hinder movement. This is a
Dharma-door of perfect interpenetration. You should not make
distinctions between good and bad before you even understand
the Buddhadharma. All dharmas are equal; nothing is superior
or inferior. Whether you consider it good or bad, it is just your

opinion; from the perspective of Buddhadharma, all are equal.

s To be continued
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