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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

There are ten thousand names such as these—we have discussed how the names
evolved from ten to ten thousand—that cause all living beings to each receive

different measures of knowledge, wisdom, and vision.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, to the South of the set of Four Continents there is a
world called Difficult to Endure. Here the Buddha is named Lord Shakra, or named
Jeweled Renown, or named Apart from Defilement, or named Genuine Speech, or
named Able to Subdue and Harmonize , or named Complete Happiness, or named
Great Renown, or named Able to Benefit, or named Unbounded, or named Most
Supreme. There are ten thousand names such as these that cause all living beings

to each receive a different measure of knowledge and vision.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha, Manjushri Bodhisattva further addresses all the disciples
of the Buddha. You should know that to the South of the set of the Four Continents,
there is a world called Difficult to Endure. Suffering in this world is unbearable.
Here, the Buddha is named Lord Shakra, who is a competent ruler of humans in this
world and of gods in the heavens above, or named Jeweled Renown, or named Apart
from Defilement, or named Genuine Speech.

Once upon a time, there was a person named Nirgrantha. He was a cultivator of
the Way and upheld the five precepts. He never told a lie. One day, the king of the
country summoned him for an audience, “Of all the statesmen, officials, magistrates
and people with wisdom, are there any among them who have faults?” Nirgrantha said,

Yes.” The king asked, “Who are they?” Nirgrantha replied, “There is a person who is

wise but his fault is jealousy. Then there is someone with lots of wisdom but his fault
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is laziness. There is also a person with a great deal of wisdom but
his fault is fondness of sleeping. There is another person who
has wisdom, but his fault is craving food. There is yet another
who is wise but has the fault of being greedy for wealth. There is
another person who is wise but has the fault of lust. Then there
is another person who is wise but his fault is arrogance. There is
another person who is wise but has the fault of regarding others
with contempt.”

Having listed so many people’s faults, Nirgrantha fell silent.
The king asked him, “Are there still other people with faults?”
Nirgrantha said, “Yes.” The king asked, “Who?”

said, “You, Your Majesty. You have the fault of malevolence,

Nirgrantha

being plagued by a fiery and ferocious temperament.” The king
ordered, “Guards! Kill this man! He dares to say I have faults.
How dare he!” Seeing the guards approaching, Nirgrantha said,
“Your Majesty, not only do you have faults, but I also have faults.”
“I have

the fault of speaking what is true. I'm too honest and simple-

The king said, “What are your faults?!” Nirgrantha said,

minded. I should have known that you are ill-tempered, cruel,
and tyrannical, and should not have spoken in front of you about
your poor character.” Upon hearing these words, the king took
back his order to kill Nirgrantha. From the Buddhist perspective,
truthful speech is good, but not under some circumstances,
because it may cause the listener to become really upset!

Or the Buddha was named Able to Subdue and Harmonize.
This Buddha was able to subdue and attune all obstinate living
beings. Or the Buddha was named Complete Happiness, or
named Great Renown, or named Able to Benefit, or named
Unbounded, or named Most Supreme. There are ten thousand
names such as these mentioned previously, that cause all living
beings to each receive a different measure of knowledge and

vision, that is to say, the wisdom they deserve.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, to the West of the set of Four
Continents there is a world called Drawing Near the Wise
Ones. Here the Buddha is named Water Deva, or named
One Whom Beings Delight to Behold, or named King the
Most Supreme, or named Subduing and Harmonizing
Gods, or named Genuine Wisdom, or named Reaching the
Ultimate, or named Happiness, or named Dharma Wisdom,
or named Accomplishing Whatever He Undertakes, or named
‘Wholesome Dwelling. There are ten thousand names such as
these that cause all living beings to each receive a different

measure of knowledge and vision.
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Commentary:

Manjushri Bodhisattva once again addresses the great
assembly: Disciples of the Buddha, to the West of the set of
Four Continents there is a world called Drawing Near the
Wise Ones, in which Shakyamuni Buddha lived in the past.
Beings in this world draw near Good and Wise Advisors.

Here the Buddha is named Water Deva. Maybe in a
particular lifetime he was called Water Deva. Or in another
lifetime maybe the Buddha was named One Whom Beings
Delight to Behold, or in yet another lifetime named King
the Most Supreme, or named Subduing and Harmonizing
Gods, or named Genuine Wisdom, or named Reaching the
Ultimate, or named Happiness, or named Dharma Wisdom,
or named Accomplishing Whatever He Undertakes. Or the
Buddha was named Wholesome Dwelling. There are ten
thousand names such as these, that cause all living beings
to each receive a different measure of knowledge and vision,

thus enabling them to draw near and behold Buddhas.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, to the North of the set of
Four Continents there is a world called Lion of Existence.
Here the Buddha is named Great Muni, or named Ascetic
Practices, or named The World-Honored One, or named
Most Bounteous Field, or named All-Wisdom, or named
Good Intention, or named Purity, or named Isvaravana,
or named Highest Giving, or named Attainment Through
Ascetic Practices. There are ten thousand names such as
these that cause all living beings to each receive a different

measure of knowledge and vision.

Commentary:

Manjushri Bodhisattva again addresses the great assembly:
Disciples of the Buddha, to the North of the set of Four
Continents there is a world called Lion of Existence. Here
the Buddha was perhaps named Great Muni, or in a lifetime
the Buddha was named Ascetic Practices because he always
practiced various kinds of “bitter” practices.

Or the Buddha was named The World-Honored One,
or named Most Bounteous Field, or named All-Wisdom,
or named Good Intention, or named Purity. Or the Buddha
was named Isvaravana. “Isvaravana” is Sanskrit, which
translates as sound or voice of self-mastery. How can sound be
of self-mastery? It means the Buddha’s voice was perfect and

full of self-mastery.

s> To be continued
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