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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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N B AR 198855 A 6H
T RFMEIT

Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 6, 1988

=t
E

English Translation Revised by Suew Wong and Others

PEE AR E B - E T TR
DI BEFAIR S A o AR -
TN - i BEPIR - TR - RS
TR - NEEZ » RS -
—H - REARTEE - ZHEE
Fl o TEREKE - rRMHE 71 Z
HH 2 T=FKRER - 8] = - )
BEf : TS =21 BEH: T
=HEE - IR - RAGEE - 56
HFRE - 1 R - AR B SGE
H#T - Fbr =3 - RRKERE -

Th IR R - RAFGHTIREE -
HREAREE « 5 -FCk R
BEFERE » LRI - 1 RE#
TS (EEFSEE) o R
o PHREE . TEIEN o CR
+o WK o AL s T AJEEE
B SRREMEE - W)Y B
e

J i e PE B L AR E B AR
Hf 0 TR e e T o Bl
B - BRI T - B R

Zhou Chu of the Western Jin was from Yixing, Jiangsu Province in China. His given
name was Chu and courtesy name Ziyin. Zhou’s father died when he was young,
so Zhou and his mother lived together and depended on each other for survival.
In his youth, he had great strength, but was violent and combative; he idled about
all day long and was a rascal in the village. Everyone hated him, but was afraid
to speak out although they simmered inside. One day when Zhou saw an elder
sighing, he asked, “The country is peaceful and people enjoy abundance, so what
is troubling you:” The elder replied, “There are still three evils not yet eliminated,
so what is there to be pleased about?” “What are the three evils?” asked Zhou. The
elder answered, “The three evils are the fierce tiger on Southern Mountain, the
dragon under Long Bridge, and Zhou Chu in our village.” On hearing this, Zhou
felt great remorse and resolved to reform and start anew. He vowed to eliminate the
three evils to benefit the people.

So he shot dead the fierce tiger on Southern Mountain and slayed the dragon
under Long Bridge. He announced to the elders in the village: “Now two of the
three evils have been eliminated. Heaven will not tolerate it if Zhou Chu ever
commits evil again.” Therefore, he made a firm resolve to study (at the pavilion
which is still existing) and he went on to become a general. Imbued with wisdom
and bravery, he won every battle, defended the territory, and served his country.
An ancient saying goes: “People are not sages, so who does not make mistakes?
Having made mistakes, do not be afraid of correcting them. There is no deed
better than this.”

Commentary:
Zhou Chu was of the Western Jin Dynasty, and was from Yixing, Jiangsu province

in China. His given name was Chu and courtesy name Ziyin. In Chinese, Chu means
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“place” and Yin means “living in seclusion” or “a self hidden from view.”
Although he appeared unrestrained, he was not really an evil person in the
village. He had some notable skills but did not show them. He concealed
his light and did not expose any trace of his capability so that nobody
would recognize his true self.

Zhou’s father died when he was still young. So mother and son relied
on each other for their livelihood. From this we can see that Zhou was not
really a bad person, for if he were, he would not have lived with and cared
for his mother. Although it appeared that he did not abide by the rules, it
was in fact not true.

In his youth, he idled about, and was gluttonous and lazy. He did
nothing all day long, loafing around and amusing himself. He did not
have a job and was illiterate because he did not go to school. He had great
strength that surpassed others, so he was aggressive and fond of competing
and fighting. Since he was strong, he often fought and used his strength
to bully people. All villagers hated him, so Zhou was isolated and lonely.

One day, when Zhou saw an elder sigh, he wondered why such
an elderly person would express sadness and enquired, “The country is
peaceful and the people are prosperous, so why are you sighing?” The elder
replied, “There are three evils harming society. What joy is there?” “What
are the three evils?” asked Zhou. The elder replied, “The first is the fierce
tiger on Southern Mountain, which frequently comes out to eat humans
and livestock. People do not know how to deal with it. The second evil is
the dragon under Long Bridge. It often emits poisonous fumes, causing
intractable epidemics. The third is Zhou Chu in the village who is unruly
and bullies and oppresses people.”

Hearing this, Zhou became very remorseful and resolved to reform.
So he went to Southern Mountain and shot dead the fierce tiger with an
arrow, and at Long Bridge he slayed the dragon. He then announced to
the elders in the village: “Now two of the three evils have been eliminated.
From now onwards, I, Zhou Chu will definitely change my behavior and
thinking. If I do not change, I fear heaven will no longer tolerate me!”
Therefore, he made a firm resolve to study, and armed with wisdom and
courage, he went on to become a general.

In the past, he used to compete, fight, and behaved like a gangster.
After reforming, he overcame the enemies with his wisdom, bravery and
military prowess. He won every battle and contributed greatly to his
people by defending the territory and stabilizing the society. Thus, Zhou
became a pillar of the country. From Zhou’s story, we learn that knowing
and correcting one’s mistakes, reforming and starting anew, and changing

from bad to good is a great goodness.

s> To be continued





