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The Bodhisattvas

When the Bodhisattva walks the Bodhisattva Path, he does what is very difficult.
From an ordinary point of view, a Bodhisattva practicing the Bodhisattva Path
appears quite stupid. If he were not, then why would he choose to undergo
suffering himself? No matter what kind of suffering there is, he can endure it.
He undergoes intense suffering even to the point of enduring the suffering due
other living beings. If the Bodhisattva werent stupid, then why would he take
such a big personal loss? He doesn’t benefit himself in anything he does. But
that isn’t because he is stupid. A Bodhisattva has great wisdom. Because he has
great wisdom, he wants to cause all living beings to have wisdom too. He wants
to forsake himself for the sake of the multitudes. He forsakes his own small self
in order to bring living beings’ great selves to realization. When you walk the
Path of the Bodhisattva, you benefit yourself as well as others and you awaken
yourself as well as others. That is why a Bodhisattva does not fear any kind of
suffering. The Bodhisattva undergoes suffering just as if he were eating candy.
He undergoes suffering as if there were no suffering to undergo. Furthermore, to
undergo suffering for the sake of all living beings is the kind of suffering that’s
worthwhile.

Moreover, the Bodhisattva thinks that:

10 endure suffering is to end suffering.

10 enjoy blessings is to exhaust blessings.

Because he thinks in that way, he undergoes suffering on behalf of living
beings. He transfers all of his bliss to all living beings in the Dharma Realm . This
kind of action is completely public spirited, unselfish, and impartial, and it is

sacrificing self to benefit all living beings.” #

— The Avatamsaka Sutra /| Chapter 9: Light Enlightenment





