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The Sutra for Discernment of the Consequences
of Wholesome and Unwholesome Karma

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Sutra:

The wooden wheels can be categorized into three distinctive types. What
are the three? The first type of wheel can reveal all the different wholesome
and unwholesome karma done in past lives; there are ten wheels of this type.
The second type of wheel can reveal the different durations, intensities, and
extents of accumulated karma; there are three wheels of this type. The third
type of wheel can reveal the differences in the retributions received in the

three periods of time; there are six wheels of this type.

Commentary:

The wooden wheels can be categoried into three distinctive types. The
word “ZZHl|ci bi¢” means “distinctively different.” What are the three? This is
the third section that explains the functions of the wheel. What are the functions?

The first type of wheel can reveal all the different wholesome and
unwholesome karma done in past lives. The first type of wheel can reveal the
different wholesome and unwholesome karma you created in previous lives and
their associated retributions. It can show you the retributions for your actions.
There are ten wheels of this type. How many wheels are there? They are as many
as ten.

The second type of wheel can reveal the different durations, intensities,
and extents of accumulated karma. It can reveal all the different kinds of karma
you created based on your past afllictions. The time elapsed may be long or short,
the intensity of the karma you created may have been big and strong or it may
have been weak and small. There are three wheels of this type.

The third type of wheel can reveal the differences in the retributions
received in the three periods of time. It can show you very clearly the different
kinds of karmic deeds and the resulting retributions you have undergone or will
undergo in the past, present, and future. There are six wheels of this type.

In China, there is a kind of divination block called wenbei ([FJ¥F weén béi),

which has two halves. Each half is flat on one side and round on the other; when
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you place them together they become completely round; when separated, they
are half flat and half round. Many women are particularly fond of using this
divination method. They would pick it up, pray, and then toss it. After the
pieces land, they will look to see which side is facing up, the round or the flat
side. The round side represents yin (f& yin) or negative and the flat side signifies
yang (% ydng) or positive. This is called the method of discernment using yin
yang blocks. There are many other kinds of divination methods. They probably

all originated from here, but are not the same.

Sutra:

Those who wish to discern the wholesome and unwholesome karma of
past lives should carve ten wheels out of wood. Inscribe the ten wholesome
deeds on these ten wheels. Each wholesome deed is represented by a wheel,
so its name should be inscribed on one side of the wheel. Next, inscribe the
ten unwholesome deeds on the other side of the wheels, directly opposite of

its corresponding wholesome deed.

Commentary:

This is the second part which is the detailed description, and it can further
be divided into three sections. The first section reveals the appearance of the
first wheel, the second section reveals the appearance of the second wheel, and
the third section reveals the appearance of the third wheel. The first section,
“Reveal the appearance of the first wheel,” can again be subdivided into three
sections: first is to officially reveal the appearance of the wheel, second is to
give a detailed description of the method, and third is the exhortation after the
method is used. Now we will discuss the first section. The first section consists
of two subdivisions: first, to directly describe the appearance of the wheel; the
second is to give the reasoning behind the appearance of the wheel, explaining
why the wheels are the way they are. The following passage gives a detailed
description of the wheels’ appearances.

Those who wish to discern the wholesome and unwholesome karma of
past lives...If there are living beings who wish to differentiate the wholesome
and unwholesome karma of their past lives, to know if they have created more
wholesome karma or unwholesome karma, they should carve ten wheels out
of wood. They should use wood to carve ten of these wheels.

Inscribe the ten wholesome deeds on these ten wheels. They should
inscribe one of the ten wholesome deeds on each wheel. The five precepts are
not killing, not stealing, not indulging in sexual misconduct, not lying, and
not taking intoxicants. Three of these, namely, not killing, not stealing, and
not indulging in sexual misconduct, are part of the ten good deeds, which also
include rules against committing other unwholesome deeds. Next, we'll add on
not using loose speech, not lying, not saying harsh words, and not engaging
in divisive speech, making seven. Finally, we'll add on not being greedy, not
harboring hatred, and not being deluded, to make ten. If you refrain from these
ten actions, you are upholding the ten wholesome deeds; if you do these actions,

then you are committing the ten unwholesome deeds.

s> To be continued
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