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The Only Difference
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A talk given by Venerable Master Hua on April 15, 1983
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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In this world, wherever there is good, there is also evil; hence, we should follow
the saying: “Follow what is good; change what is evil. Go forward along the
Way; retreat from what is not the Way.”

Every person should possess proper knowledge and proper views. Proper
knowledge and proper views mean not contending, not being greedy, not
seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing personal benefit, and not telling lies. If
you come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas with a big ego and a sense of
great self-importance, you're finished here.

At the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the dragons have to coil up, the tigers
have to crouch down, and everyone must follow the rules. You should recognize
your ancestors’ virtuous conduct and your own good roots and not waste them.
Don’t come to the mountain of treasures without recognizing it and leave
empty-handed. The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is not very different from
other Way-places; the only difference lies in the emphasis on not contending,
not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing personal gain, and

not lying.





