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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

They should not abandon this method. You should not give up and abandon
the discernment of the wooden wheel to discern wholesome and unwholesome
consequences, and return to the divination of the mundane world such
as fortune telling. Not only do you not use the Buddhadharma’s way of
discerning wholesome and unwholesome consequences, but you retreat back
to the divination methods of the mundane world such as constructing I-Ching
hexagrams, sorting out yarrow stalks, burning the turtle shell and all other
methods of divination to ask about all matters deemed good or ill fortune.

What are these methods of the mundane world? It refers to divination and
fortune telling. There are lots of methods of divination. Some use the method
of three copper coins. They will look to see how many heads or tails of the
coins and subsequently determine if something is auspicious or not. In ancient
China, people used a turtle shell to predict whether something is auspicious or
not. They also used yarrow stalks to ask about things. It includes all kinds of
divination methods and is not limited to the I-Ching hexagrams.

Just because they are greedy and have preference for those divination
skills. Those who are attached to these mundane skills will be heavily
obstructed from the sagely path. You are greedy for and have great
attachments to these methods of divination. It is your preference to learn these
methods. If you are inclined to learn the divination of the mundane world,
it will become a great obstruction on the path of cultivation to be sages. The
path of the sages here refers to the path of the Buddha. Those of you who are
cultivating the path of the Buddha should not learn these skills of divination

of the mundane world.

Satra:
Good men! Those who wish to learn discernment by means of a wooden
wheel should first carve out a piece of wood approximately the size of a

little finger, making it slightly shorter than an inch. The middle section
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should be made flat and square, from here the two edges gradually
slope out. When it is raised and thrown to the side, it spins easily.

Because of this, it is said to be a wheel.

Commentary:

This is the third section, which describes the appearance of the
wooden wheel. This section is subdivided into two parts. The first part
gives a general description of the wheel; the second describes the wheel
in detail. The general description is further divided into three sections.
The first describes the appearance of the wheel; the second explains the
meaning of the wheel; the third explains the functions of the wheel. This
is the first section, which describes the appearance of the wooden wheel.

Earth Store Bodhisattva says, “Good men! Those of you who wish to
learn the method of discernment by means of a wooden wheel should
first carve out a piece of wood approximately the size of a little finger,
making it slightly shorter than an inch. Its length is just short of one
inch, perhaps nine or eight tenths of an inch.

The middle section should be made flat and square. The piece of
wood should be approximately the size of the little finger, just short of
an inch. The middle section is made flat and square, from here the two
edges gradually slope out to become circular. The middle section is flat
and square and its edges gradually slanted, while the tips on both ends are
very small and pointed.

When it is raised and thrown to the side, it spins easily. This thing
will roll when it hits the ground. When it rolls, it spins. It is made to
easily spin like this. The word “{## zhi” means to throw it to the side.
The word “f#izhusn” means it will spin on the ground, just like the tape
dispenser, which spins. Because of this, it is said to be a wheel. Based
on how it spins, it is said to be a wheel since it rolls like a car tire. This is
the first section, which describes the appearance of the wheel. The second

section comes next and reveals the principles of the wheel.

Sitra:
Furthermore, using this method of discernment, one can destroy
living beings’ incorrect views and nets of doubts, directing them

onto a proper path so that they reach a safe harbor, hence the name

“wheel.”

Commentary:

Furthermore, using this method of discernment, one can destroy
living beings’ incorrect views and nets of doubts. If one practices
the method of the wheel, it can break through living beings’ incorrect
knowledge and incorrect views, and rend their demonic nets of doubts,
directing them onto a proper path so that they reach a safe harbor,
the safest of places, hence the name “wheel.” That is why it is called a

wooden wheel.

s0To be continued
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