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The City of Ten Thousand Buddha’s Anniversary of
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Left Home Day and Guan Yin Session
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Written by the Editorial Staff
English translation by Wendy Huang

The third Guan Yin Recitation Session held at The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) in 2017 ended on November 11. CTTB also celebrated the Anniversary of
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Left Home Day on November 5. This year there were seventeen
Bhikshunis from the Northern California San Jose temple Duc Vien Pagoda who came
to attend the Guan Yin Session. Two of the Vietnamese nuns are currently enrolled at
the Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU). There were also Bhikshunis who came
from Southern California Orange County Quan Am Temple to attend the session. The
large number of visiting Bhikshunis formed a special scenery for this particular Guan
Yin Recitation Session.

Bhikshu Dharma Master Heng Chiang encouraged everybody to make the vow to
join the monastic order during this celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Left Home
anniversary. Dharma Master Heng Chiang stated that leaving home is the ultimate
offering one can give; all Buddhas of the three periods have all manifested monastic
appearance prior to their attaining Buddhahood. He also said, “Whether or not you
have the conditions to leave home now or not, you must make the great vow to do so.
Even if you cannot leave home in this life time, by making the vow, you have planted
the seeds to leave home in future lives.”

Bhikshuni Dharma Master Heng Chih of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA) has the longest Sangha age and Precepts age among all DRBA members. She
referenced the Shurangama Mantra when speaking about Guan Yin Bodhisattva. She

pointed out that Guan Yin Bodhisattva is the host of the third section of the Shurangama
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Mantra, which is the “Guan Yin’s empathy and identity assembly”. Included in the
third section of the Shurangama Mantra are a series of mantras that are meant to
dispel disasters and overcome difficulties. There are 16 types of disasters including:
legality issues, theft, fire, wind, poison, sword, military, famine, thunder/lightning,
untimely death, and all other types of disasters. Dharma Master Heng Chih led the
Great Assembly in a chant of the Shurangama Mantra lines 233 to 238; additionally
she introduced the seven-word verse Venerable Master created for the Shurangama
Mantra.

The abbot of CTTB, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, welcomed everyone to come
back home to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to celebrate the anniversary of
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Left Home Day. Dharma Master Heng Lu expressed deep
sadness for those who suffered in California’s October wildfire. He pointed out that
the wildfire occurred due to our karmic conditions, which include the fires of greed,
anger, and self-attachment. In quoting the Venerable Master Hua’s words of “When
hate arises within oneself, the result is fire disasters”, the abbot encouraged everyone
to wholeheartedly uphold Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name for all suffering beings. We
should learn Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s compassionate spirit for all beings to increase
the positive energy in the world and to get rid of the fire within one’s heart, so all may
leave the three realms of the firchouse.

After the California Wildfires occurred in the early morning of October 9, Abbot
Heng Lyu immediately invited all Dharma Masters and lay practitioners dwelling at
the nearby Abhayagiri Buddhist Monastery that was impacted by the wildfires to stay
at the CTTB and to cultivate together. He also instructed to hold a seven-day Great
Compassion Mantra ceremony from October 10-16 to pray for the wildfires to cease
quickly. All the merit accumulated from the ceremony were dedicated to those who
suffered from the wildfires.

This October California wildfires were a series of wildfires that caused disastrous
damages in many areas such as in Santa Rosa (which is south of CTTB) and
Redwood Valley (north of CTTB). Due to the fires, there was a lot of haze in Ukiah
Valley, where CTTB is located; however, the day after the Grear Compassion Mantra
prayer ceremony started, the smog hovering over Ukiah Valley gradually dispersed
and the blue sky finally appeared. The full name of the Grear Compassion Mantra is
“The Thousand Handed and Thousand Eyed Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Vast, Perfected
Mantra of Unobstructed Great Compassionate Dharani Heart. The Mantra is so
powerful due to Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s compassionate and merciful vows to dispel
fear and bring peace to all living beings.

DRBU actively encourages its students to participate in the Guan Yin Session.
The university arranged Professors Martin Verhoeven and Doug Powers to deliver a
special talk on the Great Compassionate Guan Yin Bodhisattva and her compassionate
spirit to save living beings from the sea of suffering. They also introduced Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s cultivation method: perfected penetration from the hearing faculty.

Representing Duc Vien Pagoda, Vietnamese Bhikshuni Vién Trung Tui and Vién
Trung An shared a Dharma lecture. The two Vietnamese Dharma Masters expressed
that participating in the seven-day Guan Yin recitation session has vastly strengthened
their Bodhi hearts. They also told a story of a very poor Vietnamese family who helped

a friend who suffered from cancer by reciting Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name. When
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Bodhi Resolve

What is the resolve upon Bodhi?
It is a resolve to understand.
It is the resolve to turn back
confusion and

from return

to enlightenment, to give up
and

to what is proper, to clearly

what is deviant return
know right from wrong, to
stop being upside-down, and
to be straightforward. There is
absolutely nothing devious or
crooked about a straightforward
mind. The resolve for Bodhi is
a resolve to benefit people. By
benefiting others, you yourself
benefit. By working to lead others

to become enlightened, you

yourself become enlightened. #

one single-mindedly upholds the Bodhisattva’s name, all pain and suffering
will disappear, and the mortal heart will transform into a Bodhisattva’s heart.

Bhikshuni Miao Jing visiting from Orange County, Southern California
pointed out that during the seven-day session, her mouth recited Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s name, her heart contemplated Guan Yin Bodhisattva, and her
mind visualized Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s compassionate appearance. With
that level of concentration, she was finally able to fully understanding the

meaning of the following verses from the Universal Door Chapter of the Lotus

Compassionate substance: the thunder of Precepts.
Kind intent: a wondrous great cloud.
She rains down sweet dew and Dharma rain,

Which extinguish the flames of affliction.

She prayed that the Bodhisattva’s limitless compassion can wash away all
suffering and hatred and bring a sense of coolness to people’s lives. By reciting
the name of the compassionate Guan Yin Bodhisattva, we may offer a helping

hand to those in need in this life journey. &






