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Persevering on the Bodhi Path:
In Walking the Middle Path

There Is No Suffering
— In Memory of Bhikshuni Heng Zhong
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Written by Thomas Chen
English translation by Ellie Ng

Dharma Master Heng Zhong was born in Taipei, Taiwan in 1930. Gifted with
intelligence since her youth, she received exemplary results in her academics and
graduated from the Taipei Women’s Normal School when Taiwan was under
the Japanese reign. She then became a teacher in several reputable Taiwanese
primary schools.

Before entering the monastic life, Dharma Master Heng Zhong and her
fellow cultivator Dharma Master Heng Hui had two sons. Ever since young,
Dharma Master Heng Zhong developed their interests in music, and after
furthering their studies in the Conservatoire de Paris, they then took up jobs in
the Taiwan Symphony Orchestra as a musician and a music instructor.

In order to provide a better education for her siblings, she brought them
to Taipei, and took responsibility over their daily necessities as well as their
housing. In return, all of them received university degrees, and some even went
on to study abroad to further their lives. She paid high filial respect towards her
parents, giving up a large portion of her salary to support them until she got
married.

It was only after retirement that she began to draw near Buddhism. She
would visit many different temples around Taiwan with Dharma Master Heng
Hui, and join in the Dharma assemblies. They then took refuge under the
Venerable Master when he visited Taiwan to propagate the Dharma. Dharma

Master Heng Zhong then came to the United States of America in 1990 and
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became a volunteer at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and Gold Summit
Monastery.

After realising the safety and comfort of taking refuge under the Venerable
Master, Dharma Master Heng Zhong, Dharma Master Heng Hui and their
oldest son decided to stay at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and to provide
their services. She and her husband then left the home life at Gold Mountain
Monastery in 1993, and received the full precepts in 1995. After she left
the home life, Dharma Master Heng Zhong was devout in her practices, in
her recitation, and in repentance bowing. Despite the karmic obstacles and
sicknesses that obstructed her way, she persevered and remained true to her
beliefs in order to eradicate her karmic offenses. She peacefully passed away at
the age of eighty-eight on October 18, 2017, and after the cremation, many
jade-like shariras were discovered. We pray that Dharma Master Heng Zhong

goes to the Western Pure Land, and is free from all sufferings. &

ik 7o Ot ‘ YouI|\| IHaog





