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Amitabha

Bodhisattva,

Buddha, Guan Shi Yin
Dharma

teachers, good evening. This evening I'd

Masters  and

like to speak a little bitabout the Honoring
Elders Day Celebration. It’s the fall time
of the year and we've just finished the
Honoring Elders Day Celebration here at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

I was very fortunate to be in the school
when the Venerable Master inaugurated
the celebration in the Honoring of Elders
Day. During that time, many years ago,
Mr. Chen, a teacher had us sing the Guan
Yin Praise, play on our recorders and we
did a very simple presentation for the
elders. Even after I graduated from the

school, T still came back and would go to
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Honoring Elders Day here and once I started teaching in the
schools, I would go to Honoring Elders Day yearly, even in
other branch monasteries—at City of the Dharma Realm and
Gold Mountain in San Francisco.

Honoring Elders Day is a very unique celebration. It’s a
holiday, it’s a special day, it'’s a day to honor the elders. We
invite the elders to come here, we do a little service and the
students from all the schools take part in honoring and serving
their elders, which is very rare. Even though it’s a very obvious
thing, it’s only practiced here.

I was wondering this year, there must be a deep significance
of Master Hsuan Hua to inaugurate this celebration and to
have all the branch monasteries to follow this program. In this
time period, it seems everyone’s looking forward, people are
trying to find new innovations and new inventions and we
are according to these viewpoints, rapidly making progress.
When I look at my situation and I look at the elders in my
surrounding, I see many of you—my teachers, Dharma
Masters, followers of Master Hsuan Hua. I see very exemplary
personalities whose practice and austerities is very advanced
compared to what is capable for me.

When you hear stories about Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua it’s almost super heroic. You start to realize there’s a
continuing line going back thousands of years of more and
more qualified and capable personalities like Hsu Yun and
Hui Neng, the Sixth Patriarch, Bodhidharma, so many of their
Dharma brothers and teachers, wow. The Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua is reminding us in the celebration in honoring the
elders to take a very close look at these exemplary personalities

that are directly before us and before them as well. In this

regards I'll tell a little story.
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A long time ago, around 500 years ago in India, there was a
government official who was serving a Muslim Shah, a king and he
accumulated some wealth. After some time, he met his teacher who sent
him to become a renunciate monk in a village. He gave up everything
and he cultivated. In this village, he cultivated his heart, he served
everyone around him and he grew old there. His name was Sanatana
Goswami but everyone there called him “Baba” (father).

In a city far away, maybe the distance to San Francisco from here
(Ukiah), there was a family man whose daughter was going to get
married. In those days, when a daughter was about to be married, you
had to give a dowry, you had to give some valuable things to the in-
laws. This family man started to pray. He prayed, “Please give me the
dowry, I need some wealth to be able to arrange for my daughter to be
married.” He was praying very sincerely and he’s given a vision to go
meet Sanatana Goswami, Baba in another town. The heavenly god that
appeared to him told him he’ll get his wealth from Sanatana Goswami.

He was very excited. When he came out of his meditation, he
packed his bags and told his family he was going to get some money
for the dowry. He was very excited, he was thinking, “Wow, maybe Ill
get even more wealth, maybe more than the dowry amount. I'm very
fortunate.” He was happily walking along and was coming towards the
town of Sanatana Goswami.

When he arrived, he was asking for this rich man, Sanatana Goswami
in the village. No one knew who he was talking about. Finally after he
searched for a while, someone says, “Oh, you are referring to Baba. He
has a very incredible personality, he has a deep, sweet heart. He’s an
incredible cultivator but I don’t think he has any money.”

When he arrived at a very simple hut made of straw, he saw an
elderly man, Baba, sitting under a tree reciting mantras and wearing a
very simple garment. When Baba saw this family man arriving, he got
up, offered him a place to sit and gave him some
water. Then he said, “What can I do for you?
Where are you coming from?” The family man
said, “I was praying to the divine gods and the
gods told me that you have a treasure, that you
have a wealth and you can help me to pay my
daughter’s dowry.”

Baba smiled and said, “I don’t have that kind
of wealth.” The family man was very confused. He
had walked almost 100 miles and was very excited
and the divine being told him he would have it,
so he wasn’t going to leave without something.

Baba was thinking, “The divine beings can’t
let me think... Oh yes!

When I was sweeping by this tree, I saw a jewel

be wrong...let me think...

but it’s over there with the leaves.” Immediately
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the family man ran over to the pile of leaves and began digging
through it. Close to the bottom, lo and behold he found a jewel called
the Chintamani stone. This Chintamani stone is supposed to be a
magic kind of stone that produces a certain amount of gold every
day. Not only was this jewel there but there were also pieces of gold.

When this family man saw this Chintamani stone, he couldn’
believe his eyes. Held only heard about this stone in legends, it
was magic that itd come true. He started jumping in joy. He was
thinking, “Oh my gosh! With this Chintamani stone, T'll get this
much gold every day, I'll easily be able to pay off my dowry and in a
very short period of time, I'll have more gold... everything will have
been facilitated, this is very exciting!”

By this time Baba was sitting under the tree again and reciting
and cultivating. The family man said goodbye and quickly started to
run home. After the excitement started to wear off a bit and he started
to count the gold bits in his pocket and made sure he still had the
stone. He was thinking, “wait. Why did he put this Chintamani stone
in his garbage? If this stone, which is so precious was in his garbage,
he must have a treasure more valuable than this stone.” So his greedy
mind was saying, “You better go back and get more treasure.”

He turned around and went back to Babas. He went there and
said, “You gave me this Chintamani stone but you must have a more
valuable treasure.” Baba says, “Yes I do. First you must take that stone
and all that gold, you must throw it into the river.” Then this family
man began to ask questions, “So what is the treasure?” Baba started to
describe the treasures - the ancient lessons and ancient wisdom and he
passed it on. The family man was able to become free.

In our culture, it sometimes seems the only time elders are valued
is when they have some property or money they've accumulated. We
think they’re getting old, they don’t need it and we should take it.
This story hopefully can illustrate a deeper point. The elders may have
some wealth but the true treasures are the ancients teachings, the
wisdom that comes from time and memorial.

Honoring Elders Day that was inaugurated here by Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua is very significant and I hope that we can continue
to and properly be able to honor our elders and somehow have this
festival in celebration, to holiday and to recognize all elders all over
the world. As open as Master Husan Hua is, he’s created a very special
day that is not dependant on your skin, your race, creed, religion or
country. It’s something everyone can understand and follow. Thank
you Venerable Master for reminding us to honor our elders and to get

their wisdom, thank you. Amitabha. &
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