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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Stalin was born in 1878 in Russia. When he was young, he joined the radical
group “Red Spark.” Because of his anti-government acts or speech, he was exiled
to Siberia. But he was soon released and then became an assistant to Lenin, who
put forth the stirring slogan “Peace, Land, and Bread” for the liberation of Russian
serfs. In 1917, the October Soviet Revolution that Lenin led became successful
by a slim margin. Later, appointed to the office of the General Secretary of the
Russian Communist Party, Stalin gradually climbed to become the actual leader
of the party.

After the death of Lenin, Stalin usurped the power with cold-blooded means,
such as purging the party. He also imposed land reform and inflamed the class
struggle. Ruthlessly ambitious, he aimed to “redden” the entire world and launched
aggressive wars against other countries, causing havoc and turmoil everywhere.

In the Yalta Conference, secretive deals were struck, some of them inflicting
severe loss and damage to China’s interests, rights and sovereignty. Stalin was
cunning and treacherous like a fox. Through threats and coercion, he exacted the
maximum gains from Britain and US, such as the takeover of all the rights and
interests in Manchuria after Japan’s surrender in 1945. While he “sat back to enjoy
the fruit falling into his mouth,” the people in Manchuria suffered greatly—they
underwent such dire retributions due to their past karmic offenses.

Stalin died in 1953 from unknown reasons. Several years later, he was denounced
by his successor, Khrushchev, who had his corpse excavated and whipped. Stalin

serves as a lesson for anyone who is overly ambitious, or a potential power grabber.

Commentary:
No matter what you do, perfection is impossible to achieve. You might plan things out

perfectly in your mind; however, a thousand things can go wrong when you implement
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your ideas. This is particularly true when demons or monsters rule;
they wreck havoc beyond imagination on living beings. The theory
behind communism is perfect, but sadly, when executed, it is full of
imperfection. The execution of the communist ideal was not only
imperfect, but it also endangered many people’s lives and properties.

In our world, not a single party, faction, or person can execute
something with perfection. Goodness contains badness; badness
contains goodness. Theoretically, things can be executed with
perfection, but when we actually put them into action, the perfection
we once perceived becomes tainted with blunders and mistakes. This
is precisely the cycle of karma in the Five Turbidities. As an old saying
goes, “When misfortune reaches its limit, good fortune is bound to
come. The good fortune will carry you to the peak of perfection.” On
one hand, when goodness reaches its peak, misfortune will follow;
when adversity peaks, goodness will manifest.

Today we will discuss Joseph Stalin, a shrewd man who was more
cunning than a fox. When he was alive, he sought to eliminate those who
held different views from his, and aspired to wipe out his opponents.
But even after his death, his opponents were not completely wiped
out. He regarded himself as a clever man. Before he assumed power, he
embellished communism, praising it as the righteous path; but upon
taking power, his ignorance and confusion took over and muddled his
previous ideals.

Stalin could be considered either as an outstanding figure of the
Soviet or as a political leader whose evil was beyond redemption. He
was born in 1878. When he was in his teens, he joined the radical group
called Red Spark. With a single spark, a fire can burst into a blaze like a
vokano, setting even a whole prairie burning. This is well-described by
the sayings: “A fire can incinerate a stack of wood that has been piled up
for a thousand days” and “A spark of fire burns up the whole forest of
meritorious virtue.” He joined this group and was consequently exiled
to Siberia as a political prisoner. However, the destructive star did not
die out there. He was released and returned to become Lenin’s assistant,
and later the most powerful executive party secretary (i.e., the General
Secretary) of the Soviet Communist Party.

After Lenin passed away, Stalin usurped the ruling power using
whatever cruel means were necessary. He propagandized the slogan
of “Peace, Land, and Bread” as his backing. The policies behind
the slogan were claimed to help cure many of the social ills, such as
unrest, inequalities in owning land, and hunger on a massive scale.
From this slogan, we can tell that there was an enormous disparity of
wealth between the rich and the poor in pre-Soviet Russia, and the
inequalities in the society were widespread. He used this slogan as a
means to “liberate” the Russian serfs. Later, he purged internal enemies

by inflaming the class struggle. With all these, he set up an iron rule.

s To be continued
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