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2017 DRBA Dharma Delegation to Europe
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The 2017 DRBA Europe delegation visited England and Poland from
September 15 to October 4. The delegation included five Bhikshus (DMs
Heng Sure, Heng Chiang, Jin Xiao, Jin He, Jin Wei), six Bhikshunis
(DMs Heng Re, Heng Yin, Heng Yi, Heng Rung, Jin Ying, and Heng
Yuan) and around 40 lay disciples from around the world. Despite the
size of the group, delegation members consistently demonstrated the
spirit of caring, service, and harmonious interaction.

The mission of this delegation was to carry the legacies of DRBA to
Europe. This delegation’s theme was great compassion, and participants
were encouraged to memorize the verses of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Universal Door Chapter. Members of Service Space also reached out
throughout this journey to organize events, including several Awakin
Circles and a Karma Kitchen.

The delegation started in London. On September 17, they visited
Amaravati Monastery in the verdant English countryside, where they were
warmly greeted and given a tour by the abbot, Ajahn Amaro. Reverend
Heng Sure also gave a talk on patience. The monastics of DRBA, who
feel a special kinship with the monks and nuns of Amaravati based on
Ven. Master Hua’s long friendship with Luong Por Sumedho, enjoyed
spending time with the Amaravati Sangha and participating in the Pali
chanting.

On September 18, the delegation gathered at the St. Ethelburga’s
Centre for Reconciliation and Peace in downtown London, where Service
Space hosted a meditation and talk by DM Sure about his bowing
pilgrimage.

After learning about the unfortunate burning of Grenfell Tower, a
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Written by Bhikshuni Heng Yin and
Bhukshuni Heng Yuan

Chinese translation by Yaping Wang
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24-story residential building in London where more than 80 people
died in June, many delegates decided to recite the Amitabha Sutra and
Rebirth Mantra near the tower and transfer the merit to the victims.
Neighbors and passersby expressed appreciation for the empathetic
gesture.

On September 20, London Service Space member Trishna
Shah and her family hosted in their home an Awakin Circle, which
consisted of silent meditation, reflections from everyone in the circle,
and Buddhist songs led by DM Sure. In that peaceful space, the
group of approximately 50 people transformed from strangers into
spiritual friends.

On September 21, the delegation flew to Warsaw, Poland, where
they were greeted with flowers by the Polish laity at the airport. Since
the monastics stayed at the Bodhidharma Zen Center in Falenica,
Warsaw, the DRBA and Zen Center practitioners meditated together
and shared their respective recitations, including chanting the Heart
Sutra in Chinese, English and Polish!

The documentary One Mind, directed by Ed Burger and
giving people a glimpse of life in the well-respected Zhenru Chan
Monastery in China, was premiered at Elektronik Cinema in Warsaw
on September 22 as well as Pod Baranami Cinema in Krakow on
September 30. At the end of each screening, DM Sure gave a short
talk and shared a song he composed about Master Hsu-Yun, raising
public awareness about Buddhism.

On September 23, DM Sure introduced Guan Yin Bodhisattva
with a concert, “Songs of Great Compassion,” at the Asia and Pacific
Museum in Warsaw.

On September 24, the delegation visited the newly built
Vietnamese temple, Nhan Hoa. Ten years earlier DM Sure had
transmitted the Three Refuges and Five Precepts to members of this
community. The delegation was formally received with resounding
recitations of Amitabha Buddha’s name and the ringing of the big bell.
After short Dharma talks by all the monastics, everyone was invited to
a festive lunch. The laity there were especially happy to see the Polish
Bhikshu Jin Wei Shi, who had practiced with this community before
going to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

That evening at the Asia and Pacific Museum, DM Sure used
images and texts from different traditions to introduce “Guan Yin
Bodhisattva and the Many Faces of Compassion.”

Three events were held at the Karma Dechen Choling Center in
Warsaw. On September 25, DM Sure gave a lecture on “The ABCs of
the Avatamsaka Sutra” and on September 28, he joined a lively panel
discussion with Tibetan and Theravadan speakers on “Buddhism in
the Contemporary World.” On September 29, Service Space founder,
Nipun Mehta, led an Awakin Circle at this center and shared amazing

acts of kindness done through Service Space.
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On the morning of September 29, nine sincere laypeople received
the Three Refuges and seven received the Five Precepts in a ceremony
conducted by DM Sure at the Bodhidharma Zen Center.

When the delegation traveled to Krakow, Service Space conducted
a Karma Kitchen at Café Mlynek. During a Karma Kitchen, each
customer, whose meal has been paid by a previous customer, is invited
to pay for those who come in later. The joy that the Café owner, Service
Space members, and volunteers brought to the event was contagious. The
sincerity with which each participant reached out to give anonymously
showed in the many returned smiles and grateful notes that people posted
on the restaurant’s wall.

On October 3, DM Sure gave a lecture on “Four Aspects of Buddhism
that Will Shape Western Culture” at Jagiellonian University in Krakow.

The delegation learned about Polish history and culture through
visits to historic sites in Warsaw and Krakow, the Museum of the History
of Polish Jews, and Oscar Schindler’s Factory Museum (which also
documents the persecution and rescuing of Jews during the war). Polish
history illustrates the Buddhist principles of impermanence, suffering,
karma, and compassion. Many ordinary people stood up for Jews and
became heroes in the face of massive violence yet the trauma and loss
resulting from the immense acts of cruelty can still be felt. Hence the
delegation members were inspired to do more recitations each day, both as
a group and individually, dedicating the merit to the myriad victims and
survivors of wars on Polish soil.

Master Hua once said, “Ask yourself, have you become as compassionate
and selfless as Guan Yin Bodhisattva?” While no one on this delegation
would say this of themselves, every participant tried to reach out and share
with friends and strangers alike. With Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s compassion
in mind, they tried to be Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s eyes and ears to the

world. With each act of giving, whether of Dharma, food, or simply a

smile, the members of the delegation helped spread compassion a little

farther. &
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