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The Power of Earth Store Bodhisattva's Vows
—Participants in the Earth Store Session Share Their Stories at C1'T'B
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* Thomas Fletcher

I first read the Earth Store Sutra many years ago, perhaps twelve or
thirteen years ago. The first time I read the sutra, I was mesmerized
by it and felt as if struck in a trance, as if everything I looked at was
no longer something material. The Earth Store Sutra was so wonderful
that I felt completely transported to another world. I remember I was
driving to the airport in Toronto, Canada to pick the Master. On the
trip there, we were driving past forests and lakes and it seemed like
everything was alive. The Earth Store Sutra says that a Buddha can
appear as a lake or a mountain or as a forest. The sutra talks a lot about
the spiritual realm and I remember that, like I said, everything became
alive and otherworldly.

As we were waiting for the Master’s plane to land and for him to
get through customs, I was sitting in the airport finishing the sutra.
As 1 finished it, I placed it down and placed it on the table in front of
me; I was still struck, mesmerized, and hypnotized in a trance. I just
sat there staring at the sutra. An elderly woman sitting beside me said,
“Yes, the Earth Store Sutra is wonderful!” as if she sensed the reaction

I had to the sutra.

* Thomas Fletcher
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To me, I feel that the amazing sections of the Earth Store Sutra
are the parts describing the darkest places—the hells. When I read
it, I feel that it uplifts me, almost as if I'm lifted up to the heavens
where the Buddha is speaking the sutra. You get the whole spectrum
of samsara, everything from the heavens to the pits of the hells. It
almost expands your horizons and you're left with this really wide
and wonderful view, whereas normally we see everything in our own
narrow perspective. The Earth Store Sutra widens that outlook.

Just as a closing story, around seven or eight years ago, I was
living in Chile and I found out that a childhood friend of mine
had hepatitis and passed away in the hospital. I had not stayed in
touch with him for quite a while, but we were best friends when we
were very young. I decided to recite the Earth Store Sutra for him. 1
remember having a dream; it was a very brief dream but vivid. After
I had recited the sutra and transferred the merit to him, he appeared
and thanked me. Such is the potency of reciting a sutra like the
Earth Store Sutral We can take the goodness we accrue from reciting
it and then channel it to someone in need.

I have to leave for Argentina in a couple of days. I'm grateful
that I had the chance before my departure to pay my respects to
Earth Store Bodhisattva on his birthday. I think that’s a good way to
leave before a big trip. Thank you. Amitofo.

cHEE

SREREAIEE £ sl BEIBA S GHRREL) > DL
BB NIEE AR A S 1% 55 A 1Y — L= -

VLR TR - IR EMS 2] Rakayfa8s
HERERBR TN FIREFE UKD DURE (Hgak) - gtis
B FeBta S OhiEial) - FrE 2 R Rl - SeAERRIR A RS
B (HEMEHEMNTERE - SEEREEZE - NEARKAE
LI JEREERE - M—ERER GG - R IRIEEETER
FEEE R TEEEE T ? | ARINFERR AT
ERLEMIVES - ROV AEBEFEEA - AEE - 12E -
TAES L) 48T MRKER) » MESIEEHE
ZEf o

FEFEERAEA2015F > ARSI - HN
B H AR KB EEE]Cow MeZE « AR HIEALK RN
FEBMAK > [FFCow MeAFEHEIAR T » JABIES A
ETWHE - B RKFEE BET—E8EL T » REKEE
EFRMIFHTITHICow MeBRLAHT » 45 - F 2y 2 —IE
SUEE] T RNETERESSH - EHEE 3T -

EBEFEER o 20165 - i B AT ABE S FE
Ao WELEG L ENET > 8 SEE EEE S i
T ZIWEAN > AARRSEE R T » 7 EHE
e B TEF TR UEEEY > BTSEIT M ®BEE
T IR EF B -

(Hbgee &L ) Z A DA BT8GR - 5N E B 28 Al
A AT YR - (B RS Z Iy - Bt
HRER TR BRI > fRPe R EbiEER (Hjal) |y
7 - BEilh (Hugdl) - BRI 2 5 A R Ui
—— REFIHE > B2 e Bt A HR e e s {1
Gt (HuEE) fEie T HRAVHES

SR Z IR = — (i - R&E -~ JUEFE
Al > EIRFEREEEN SRR ZERAHN— LA
WA RAERBEEE T - #EARMZEILFRIE -
B2 At B A BRI A - R TR E Ryttt
s CHRCAE ) o FE Se KAl H A [ DH R &5 il DA
& T —ME2 - AMES AR HERESE
" PR A M Oges) - SFES
WA EEER CHREE ) BYRLIE » FRAFT] LAR S
(i) HIZHEE > A EsEFREE B RAE -

BRI E R FRZER T - JRE USR]
BAMKE 2R T > e e S EEER H S
M e - ARG ERBITRT—(ERGAVER] - B
R > Falske i !

¢ Huang Guoyu

Today I will share my story of how I started reciting the
Earth Store Sutra and some things that happened to me after
joining CTTB’s Earth Store Session.

My husband was very ill for years, but luckily I got
some advice from good knowing advisors to recite the
Earth Store Sutra in addition to bowing to the Buddhas and
the Compassionate Samadhi Water Repentance every day.
Therefore, I started to read the Sutra and did this for many
years. My husband’s illness wasn’t simple but he didn’t have
any pain. He knew when he was going to leave this world.
That Monday, he kept me at home, so I didn’t go to work. For
the whole day, he slept. Closer to the evening, he suddenly
lifted his head, looked up and asked, “I'm leaving just like
this?” He then took off his watch and gave it to me—those
were his last words. My husband was from Scotland; he was
a Buddhist and vegetarian. I believe reciting the Earth Store
Sutra helped him leave peacefully and I believe he went to a
good place.

The second thing happened to me in 2015. I was at
CTTB participating in the Earth Store Session. We finished
on a Saturday and I drove back home near Cow Mountain in
Lake County. I didnt know there was a big forest fire and the
roads were blocked. I temporarily stayed at some places for

two weeks. Everyone thought my house burned down as the
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+ Alex Wang

Today I'd like to share some of my reflections
about Earth Store Bodhisattva’s vows and how to
take him as an example in my own cultivation.

Over the past half a year or so I have been
trying to pay extra attention to the karma I create
from speech. So when I was asked to give this talk
a couple of days ago, I started to think about what
can I learn from Earth Store Bodhisattva to help me
in this endeavor. This eventually led me to think
about how Earth Store Bodhisattva made vows
to spend uncountable eons helping living beings
who are suffering for their offenses. I can barely
remember to return a tool or respond to an email in
a timely manner, let alone spend the rest of eternity
saving living beings. How was he possibly able to
make such an inconceivable vow like this and still
be fulfilling his vow without becoming weary?

I realized that keeping these ordinary promises
that I make to people in my everyday life is a
cornerstone for making any vow. When I make
a promise to someone, I need to keep my words,
just like how Earth Store Bodhisattva sets forth an
intention to save all living beings. However, usually
if T lack the ability or time, I tend to not fulfill that
promise because of my own stupidity, confusion,
laziness, or for any other reasons. By making
excuses and justifications for my actions, I have
already planted the seed for failing in a future vow.

The reason why is because in this process of
debating whether or not I should keep my word
because I'm feeling tired or because I found
something more interesting to do, I am leaving
room for excuses to not do what is proper. I have
then opened up the opportunity to not take what
I say seriously, to not honor my word, and to not
live up to my principles. This is the place where

one will lose sight of their discernment from what

32| EMIERE Zo—tHE+—S

fire started close to my home. Luckily, the fire was a fourth of a mile away from
reaching my house and my neighbors’ homes. My house was untouched and
there werent any ashes around. It was a miracle.

In 2016, the Friday before the Earth Store Session started at CTTB, I
signed some papers to sell my house by Cow Mountain. On Saturday, I went
to stay at CTTB for the session. Two weeks later, someone placed a cash offer
to buy my house. I decided to sell it as soon as possible. Then I stayed at
CTTB for the Guan Yin session and after a day, the sale closed within the
week. The sale of my home went smoothly.

How did I sell my home so quickly and smoothly? I've heard reciting
Earth Store Sutra can help people sell their home easily. I happened to know of
someone who had a similar response from reciting Earth Store Sutra. So 1 know
that my participation in CTTB’s Earth Store Session and my daily recitation
of the Earth Store Sutra really helped me. Namo Earth Store Bodhisattva.
Namo Amitabha Buddha!
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is right and wrong. From here wrong views
and misconduct are not far away.

This made me think, “How often in
our everyday lives do we say that we'll do
something and forget? How often do we put
it off for another day because it’s too hard or
because we're tired or have something more
important to do?” If no one reminds us
that a person is waiting for us to fulfill our
promise, then we might forget to do what is
proper even more easily.

“What's

the big deal? If I'm too tired or if there is

Now, you may be thinking,

something more interesting, can I just do it tomorrow?” Earth Store
Bodhisattva didn’t say “I vow to save all living beings as long as it’s
not too hard, or as long as I have had enough dinner and there isn’t
anything good on TV.” Earth Store Bodhisattva said that he would
spend uncountable eons using expansive expedient means to save living
beings. Think about it. Here in America we complain about having to
work nine hours a day with only an hour lunch break. Can you even
imagine doing a 10,000-con shift of saving living beings?

This reminds me of a section from Dharma Master Xing An’s
Exhortation to Resolve Upon Bodhi :

“If he hears that the road to Buddhahood is long and far, yet does
not retreat in fear; if he observes that beings are hard to transform,
yet does not become weary, if he proceeds as though climbing a ten-
thousand-foot mountain, determined to reach the summit or proceeds
as though ascending a nine-storied stupa, fixed upon advancing to the
top, then his resolve is true.”

Master Hua’s commentary: A resolve like that where we don't give
up half-way or quit before we get there, but see it through to the end,

indicates a proper resolve upon Bodhi.
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* Juan-Juan Yeap

I do like reciting sutras very much and recite the
Earth Store Sutra once daily. I'll share why I started to
recite the Earth Store Sutra.

About eight years ago, about nine of us from different
countries were arranged to stay in the IITBT building.
It is a ginormous building and there were only nine of
us living in six rooms. At night, it’s pitch black and you
cannot see your hand in front of you. It was as if we living
in a haunted building in a horror film. 'm very scared of
ghosts so I thought I should start to recite sutras to calm
my mind and to share the blessings with invisible beings
so we can live in harmony.

I started wondering what sutra I should recite and
it happened to be Earth Store session at that time. The
donation department had many copies of the Earth Store

Sutra so 1 took a copy and started reciting. Life at the
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way-place is very busy; I could only recite one roll of the sutra in a day. The Earth
Store Sutra has three rolls and it took me three days to finish the whole sutra
once. I did this recitation and merit dedication everyday for about four months.
And the days were very peaceful.

Since 1 started reciting Earth Store Sutra, my son is calmer and behaves
better. My son had problems for almost two years. Before we came to CT'TB, we
would go to CDR for the summer camp and we would join Evening Ceremony.
Because my daughter was older, she would hold the recitation book by herself
and recite with everyone else while standing beside me. But I had to hold my son
in my arms because he would fidget and wiggle around. I was afraid he'd fall out
of my arms and injure himself.

A Dharma Master noticed that every time when the Meng Shan ceremony
started, my son would fidget and want to crawl around. She suggested to us
that when the Evening Ceremony got to the Meng Shan part, we should quietly
step out and come back to join the assembly after that section finishes. We did
this for quite a while when we participated in Evening Ceremony. However,
ever since I started reciting the Earth Store Sutra, things have changed. My son
started behaving well. When we finished reciting the Amitabha Sutra or the
Eighty-eight Buddhas Repentance, he would be asleep and would wake up for
circumambulation. It saved me many troubles.

In 2009, we first started thinking of moving to Ukiah to study at CTTB
schools, but we always failed to make it there. We realized there were lots of
karmic obstacles preventing us from moving. I thought that reciting a third of
the Earth Store Sutra a day was not enough, so since 2012, I started reciting the
entire sutra once a day. A year or two after this daily recitation, the situation did
not improve, and it in fact became worse. It’s like the saying “When you want
to do better, your karmic obstacles come knocking at the door.” Should I stop
reciting?

I decided to change my intention of reciting. I dedicated every sentence
of my recitation and everything I did at the way-place toward crossing over all
living beings. All the merit from my cultivation was transferred to all beings of
the dharma realm. As I changed my intentions, my frame of mind changed.

We didn’t know how long the situation was going to last and if we would
have to commute between cities as we became frequent visitors of CTTB.
We couldn’t afford to travel back and forth all the time, either. Although the
situation wasn’t favorable, we thought we'd do our best, even if we couldn’t stay
at CTTB, it would be fine. But after five years, not only are we living at CTTB,
but we also cultivate with the assembly. Isn’t this due to the help from Earth Store
Bodhisattva? Amituofo!

+ Shi Guogiao

This is my second time attending the Earth Store session. I have always
received great responses in such ceremonies; however, the Master said to not
take your responses too seriously and get attached to them, so I will not mention
mine. In studying Buddhism, there are three people who are very important in
my life. The first is Mr. Chu because he brought me to learn Buddhism. The

second is my father. It is only when my father passed away did I believe in the
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* Daisy Guo
My whole family just recently relocated from
Maryland to Ukiah, near CTTB. My practice of
Buddhadharma began by reciting the Sutra of the Past
Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva, so 1 would like to share
my experience with and understanding about the text.
My first encounter with the Earth Store Sutra was in

2009. During my pregnancy, I heard that reciting this

Buddha and decided to take refuge with the Venerable Master. The last
one is my mother. It is only when my mother passed away did I realize
the goal of my life is to practice reciting the Buddha’s name.

In comparison to meditation, reciting the Buddha’s name has always
been easier for me. But what I found strange was that although my
mother recited the Buddha’s name for her entire life, she found it difficult
to do so before she passed away. When I told her to recite the Buddha’s
name, she responded in Taiwanese, “I'm suffering and cannot recite the
Buddha’s name.” I thought reciting the Buddha’s name was really easy, so
I tried to recite myself and found that it wasn’t so. If you don’t recite with
your heart and only use your mouth, then when your karmic obstacles
manifest and you have aches and pains, you'll throw in the towel and
retreat from your resolve. When you're dying, there’s no guarantee that
you can focus on reciting the Buddha’s name.

The 9" chapter of the Earth Store Sutra, Names of the Buddhas,
relates how extraordinarily important it is to recite the Buddha’s name.
Shakyamuni Buddha passed on this Dharma treasure to Earth Store
Bodhisattva who then passed it on to us. This chapter is the foundation
of reciting the Buddha’s names. Today a Dharma brother asked me,
“Why is Earth Store Bodhisattva’s vow power so great? How did he travel
to the hells in a day to rescue his mother? Why does he have such merit
and virtue?” I replied that it must be the Bodhisattva’s Samadhi; it’s not
something us ordinary people can understand.

A few years ago I went to Mount Jiuhua, China, which is the way
place of Earth Store Bodhisattva. I had a great insight after the trip and
would like to share it with you. Earth Store Bodhisattva said we should
not visit the hells. Where are the hells? In a single thought whenever
we get angry, we go down to the hells immediately. I will explain the
great vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva in plain language. The first part
of his vow, “When the hells aren’t empty, I won’t become a Buddha” can
be explained as, “Don’t get angry, don’t have a temper; when you get
so furious, no one will sympathize with you.” The second part, “When
all living beings are crossed over, I will obtain Bodhi” can be explained
as, “Strike up your vigor, gather your proper energy, and work toward
attaining Buddhahood.” When we become Buddhas, we will receive

offerings and praise.
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sutra could benefit my daughter and clear her karmic obstructions. Therefore,
I started reciting Earth Store Sutra on routine basis. After she was born, it
turned out she was just like what’s recorded in the sutra: peaceful, happy, and
easily raised. Today, thanks to Earth Store Bodhisattva, my daughter is even
more blessed to have the rare opportunity of attending the elementary school
at CTTB.

Since then I have taken the recitation of Earth Store Sutra as part of my
routine practices. The Earth Store Sutra has been often considered an entry point
sutra to the Buddhadharma. It contains thorough explanations of cause and
effect, the five precepts and the ten good deeds. It is also a “filial piety” sutra in
Buddhism. Some text in the sutra are critical: Chapter 8 mentions, “Because
beings of Jambudvipa are so bound up by their own heavy bad habits, they
keep revolving in and out of the various paths over and over, as this Bodhisattva
labors throughout many long eons to entirely effect their rescue and release;”and
Chapter 11 says, “Earth Store Bodhisattva keeps renewing his vows to teach and
transform beings in the Six Paths throughout eons as numerous as the number
of sand grains in thousands of billions of Ganges Rivers.” This means, no matter
how heavy our obstructions and bad habits are, no matter how many times we
have lost ourselves in the Six Paths, Earth Store Bodhisattva will never exhaust
his effort to rescue and release us!

So for someone with bad habits like me, I feel great affinities and reliance on
Earth Store Bodhisattva. The Buddha also said in the sutra that after his entering
of Nirvana, until future Buddha Maitreya is born, during such long period of
darkness, Earth Store Bodhisattva is entrusted to care for the multitudes of beings
in the Six Paths. Therefore, relying on Earth Store Bodhisattva is equivalent to
relying on Buddha.

Frankly I didn’t like the Earth Store Sutra in the past. This was not only
because I felt it was too long, but also I didn’t fully understand it. Later on when
I gradually realized the power of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s vows, it became not
hard at all to recite the whole sutra with knees down. When my mother-in-law
passed away earlier this year, I continuously recited the Earth Store Sutra ten
times with knees down over a whole night. I had a lot of responses that night.

However, as I became more and more familiar with the sutra text, it became
harder for me to avoid false thoughts. Then my husband suggested to me to
try to memorize the whole text. I tried for a few weeks and by now I have
memorized about 90% of it. The experience of memorizing the text was different
from just reading. I was very focused, I felt that the space in my heart expanded,
and sometimes the text was displayed vividly in my mind. If during a day I didn’t
get chance to recite Earth Store Sutra, 1 felt as if something was missing and as
if I didn’t have enough energy like a cell phone that was insufficiently charged.

I believe that the purpose of reciting Earth Store Sutra, or Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s name, is not only to make me understand cause and effect and
purify my mind, but also to remind myself constantly that I should bring forth
the Bodhi mind. Just like the Brahman woman and Bright Eyes who extended
their filial piety toward their closest relatives to the all beings. By reciting the

Bodhisattva’s name, we learn to become the Bodhisattva as well.
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¢ Thao Phi

My name is Thao Phi. I currently work on-campus at Dharma
Realm Buddhist University. Despite the challenges that come with
work, I have to remember that one of the most valuable aspects of
working at CTTB is that it allows me the opportunity to focus on
cultivation. Of course, cultivation can occur anywhere and in every
moment, but I cannot imagine an environment more conducive to
cultivation.

One of the many benefits about working here is the opportunity
to try different Dharma doors. While I was not planning on
attending very much of the session, timing worked out so I was in
fact able to participate in most of it. While responsibilities come
first, when sessions happen at CTTB, I constantly come back
to the same question: “What is more important than saving and
transforming myself?”

As a child, my go-to session was always the Guan Yin session
and I always could feel Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s great compassion in
the session, whereas [ feel that the Earth Store session very serious
and almost intense. This seriousness, however, is not a bad thing.
Like different phases of life, there are times when it is appropriate
to be serious. While each chapter tells different stories, the main
message emphasizes eradicating karma and saving yourself and
others from hell. It is a wakeup call.

All beings have been our kin at some point or another, and
the Earth Store Sutra is about filial piety. The text explains how to
aid those who are being born and how to aid those who are dying.
Hence, those closest to us may benefit from our help. Relationships
play a significant role in this sutra.

Recently, an old disciple from the community passed away.
One of the stories shared about him was about reconciling
relationships. A few weeks prior to his passing, his relatives were
very nervous. But in the days leading up to his death, he was able to
resolve what he needed to and tied up loose ends with relationships.
We should resolve any animosity in our current relationships or
express appreciation for thriving ones. We may not feel the same
immediacy to work on and to reconcile relationships as those who
are dying, but the truth is causes and conditions can change in an
instant, and most of us don’t know when our last moment will be.

Cultivating diligently and planting good roots is beneficial, but
we cannot be isolated in our own solitude. Earth Store Bodhisattva
is a true vision of what it means to advocate for social justice. He
did not just practice by himself, apart from others. He immersed
himself in the worst of the worst—Iliberating those suffering in
the hells. Let us also cultivate to that degree of courage, strength,
compassion, and resolve. May all living beings save themselves

from the hells that they created. Amituofo. &

¢ Thao Phi
0 ThaoPhi + [ FIEEFASTIE - S TIE L
W B EPEL > [ EFRVERREEE C - e TIED

EREEFNER 7T - B2 E17 9 LIE(E A
% ~ (EATHTT > ERBEGAZEAWHERTT - 52
FEOLEL BT i BT TIRET -

R TARR S — 4 » Wi o] DU Bl S A
FEERVETTART - IRARAEITREESES I - (HE
WHRFERIAF o] DG G A G R > Frbis e
o> EARSIIETIREMSE - FT 8 - TS A
HOEBMRE T AHEREBREREE g CFE
E?,

NEFHEIR A E 2 I E A - BERE R S E
FIZERENNY © SR E G IR =~ —6 > 2IE
AR EOREY o B A R (RS piGddrd
HYA [EIRF B - ARG 7R Sl EL T AR HY » BEZR (o
JEAE) EF—anfE BRI EAE] - [HEEEIER
R HERE O > NI E - S8
FIzRER (A !

— DR A A s AH G OB MR N E S - 1

(Hreldl) By e Z—siEE - (hEsl) e
FE o BRI A B A AR A A A o B A]
REERMBENEETZZER - HIb (i) |
HRAFRZ YRR (% -

AR FEEANALEHTHYEEG T > PR
WHATEERES FIEIE FE R ARV - K TEATHY S (EHS
F o MEYSERR AR T B ¢ (BRI
Ko FrARIREEALAE T o 5 SR M = AR LA
ErLfth AR - [ AT o P St YRR - FhA
WA G E R ar) - (HE NG - 5
REPRES [ —Th#iE [ISRE R EAE

BITEANER RS - WREREECHER - HE2
AR REMUEE T7% - HEEHC - M e A i
HIEAF R IR kS~ B EEER A > HEECRIE
17 3 MR > T AFTARRETT » ZIHUBIELRUE B -
i Z I RERBUEM R TE - AERIETHR  BE
BZEAR > U AL ETRETE B C R g Ay Sak o ARt
SN AT

Novemser 2017 Vasra BooHi Sea |37

8 = o ‘ a1l4 Haog






