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Chan Master Chushi Fanqi’s
Pure Land Poems of the West Studio
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Chan Master Chushi Fangi of Tianning Monastery in Haiyan County of Ming Dynasty
English translation by West Studio Club / Revised by Yong Wei Kwong
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Chan Master Fangi was styled Chushi and his secular family name was Zhu. He was
a native of Xiangshan in Ningbo, Zhejiang Province. His mother, who was of the
Zhang clan, dreamt of the sun dropping into her cradling arms and she awoke to give
birth to Master Fanqi. When he was cradled by his mother, a divine monk appeared,
patted him and said, “This baby is destined to be a Buddha Sun.” Thus his nickname
was “Tanyao”, whereby “Tan” is the family name of Shakyamuni Buddha and “yao”
means “sun.” Since young, he had already heard of Amitabha Buddha in the Western
Pure Land, and he would recite the Buddha’s name ten times every morning without
fail.

At age nine, he had his head shaved, left the home life, and took refuge under
Master Jingxun, an elder clansman, at Yongzuo Monastery in Jiaxing. He received the

full ordination at sixteen. While reading the Shurangama Sutra, he had an awakening,.
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He then set off for Mount Jing to learn under the Noble Duan, Chan Master Yuansou,

but did not quite tally with him. Shortly after, he was summoned by imperial decree
to the northern capital to transcribe the Buddhist canon. One evening, on hearing
the drum-beats from the Western Tower, he suddenly experienced a great awakening!

Thereupon, he composed a verse:

The drum-beats reverberate outside the Chongtian Gate,
Spontaneously, the universe rips apart and collapses.
1 pick snowflakes from the blazing stove;

However, 1t s the ice in Yellow River in June.

He returned to Mount Jing to pay his respects to Master Yuansou, who certified
him. Later, he was appointed abbot of Fuzhen, Yongzuo and Benjue Monasteries in
Jiaxing County. The emperor bestowed on him the title “Chan Master Fori Puzhao
Huibian” (The Buddha Sun of Universal Illumination, Wisdom and Eloquence).

Subsequently, he was appointed abbot of Bao’en, Guangxiao and Tianning
Monasteries, before retiring to Yongzuo Monastery where he built a hut and named
it the “West Studio.” There, he focussed on Pure Land practice, and in his state of
samadhi, saw a great lotus flower which occupied the entire Dharma Realm. Amitabha
Buddha, adorned with fine hallmarks, was sitting on the lotus. He emitted light from
the white tuft between his eyebrows, and appearing within the radiance was the
sagely state of the Western Pure Land. Guanyin and Great Strength Bodhisattvas
were on his left and right, and sea-vast assemblies of Bodhisattvas surrounded them.

For this reason, he composed for posterity these poems on cherishing the Pure
Land. At the beginning of the Hongwu reign of the Ming Dynasty, he was summoned

on three occasions to lecture on the Dharma, which pleased the emperor greatly.
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Over the next few years, the Master continued to compile the Sutras and Shastras at Tianjie
Monastery. When the compilation was completed and about to be submitted to the emperor,
he suddenly manifested a slight illness. Four days later, having bathed and changed his robes,

he composed the following verse:

The true nature s perfect and brilliant;
Basically, there is no production or extinction.
The wooden horse neighs at night,

And the sun rises in the west.

He then told his fellow cultivator, the Noble E, Chan Master Mengtang, “Dharma
brother, I am leaving!”

The Noble E asked, “Where are you going?”

He replied, “To the west.”

E further asked, “Is the Buddha only in the west? Is there no Buddha in the east?”

Master Qi responded with a loud shout and passed away silently, aged seventy-five.

After his cremation, numerous pieces of sharira were found, but his teeth and tongue
were intact. [Recorded in the Horned Tiger Anthology)

Great Master Lianchi’s Verse in Praise:

You are the foremost Chan Master of our dynasty,

No one measures up or surpasses you, Chushi!

You built a simple stone hut named West Studio.

Those Chan practitioners who disparage the Pure Land,
Really need to rethink and reflect upon their stand!

Great Master Lingfeng Ouyi’s Verse in Praise of the Pure Land Poems of the West Studio:

Reverently, I bow to the Great Guiding Master Chushz,

He is likened to the Proper Enlightened Amitabha Buddha.

With these subtle, wondrous and supreme gathas,

I am able to contemplate and practice as I read or recite them.

Reading them once or twice eradicates my thoughts,

many as dust motes.

Reading them the third or fourth time diminishes my defiled emotions.

Reading them tens, hundreds, thousands and tens of thousands of times,

My body stakes its claim in the lotus.

Also, may all who read and recite them in the future,

Be reborn together in the Land of Ultimate Bliss,

Gathering in all the boundless Pure Land Practitioners.

May all smash forever the evil differentiations of principle and specifics.

Once we attain purity in the Land of Sages and Commoners, all Four Lands are purified.
This is the most perfect, direct and fastest way, far-surpassing all other methods.

Written by Master Fanqi Chushi of Siming [Ming Dynasty]
Selected and Endorsed by Shramana Xiyou (Master Ouyi Zhixu) [Qing Dynasty]

s0To be continued
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