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Twenty-eighth Patriarch,
Great Master Bodhidharma

(First Patriarch in China)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on November 15, 1983

English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Using the mind to seal the mind is how the Great Dharma was bestowed.
Bodhidharma transmitted the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury, the Wonderful
Mind of Nirvana to Great Master Able Wisdom.

From First Patriarch to Second Patriarch, the life-pulse continued. So the
First Patriarch and the Second Patriarch continued the life-pulse of the Buddhas’
teaching,.

Six attempts were made to harm him; he was not injured in the slightest.
While Patriarch Bodhidharma was in China, heretics from various cults and sects
were jealous of him. They tried six times to poison him. The first five times
he ingested the poison but did not die. The sixth time he was given poison,
he excreted it while sitting on a rock and the poison split the rock in two. So
he thought, “People are so jealous, I'd best enter the stillness.” Thereupon, he
pretended to pass away. And people buried him.

With one shoe he returned west, to be remembered forever after. But
just at that time, in the Northern Wei there was a government official named
Song. As he passed through the Cong Mountain range, he met up with Patriarch
Bodhidharma, who was carrying one shoe. The patriarch said to Official Song,
“Your country is in chaos. You should return there immediately because there’s
a revolution and the emperor is about to be overthrown.” Official Song thought
to himself, “How could that be happening in my country?” But he want back

anyway and found that, indeed, the Wei Empire was being overthrown and the
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emperor replaced.

“Ah” he exclaimed, “Patriarch Bodhidharmas prediction was
entirely accurate!” Someone asked him, “Where did you see Patriarch
Bodhidharma?”

“I saw him two days ago in the Cong Mountains. He was carrying
one shoe, and when I asked him where he was going, he said, ‘Back to
India.” He told me then that our dynasty was in trouble, and he was
right.”

“Wow! You saw a ghost! Bodhidharma has already been dead a
long time.”

“Where’s he buried?” ask the official. “

“He’s been dead a long time now. Yet you say you've seen him.

Let’s go and see.”

Isn’t that saying he isnt dead?” So the grave was opened. Then the
coffin was opened. And inside was nothing but one shoe. When seen,
Bodhidharma was holding one shoe, so it makes sense that the other
one was found in his coffin.

So this last line of verse says: With one shoe he returned west, to
be remembered forever after. Patriarch Bodhidharma, holding one
shoe, returned to India. But he will be remembered by the Chinese
forever. Patriarch Bodhidharma will never be forgotten; his state was

inconceivable. &





