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A Talk Given by Roger Kellermen at the Buddha Hall in CTTB on September 10, 2017

Chinese Translation by Cindy Wang
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To the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Dharma Masters, Venerable Master, Great
Assembly. My name is Roger, Gwo Min; I will speak Dharma tonight. I'm

kind of nervous coming up here. Why I'm up here is, the other day, maybe
people know, Dharma Master Jin Gong is in the hospital and he needed
some things from the monastery. Because I couldn’t find his room, a monk
offered to help me in return for me taking this Sunday night’s slot, that’s
why I'm up here tonight. We made a deal—he showed me the room and
I’m here to speak Dharma. He said, “Don’t be nervous, just tell some stories
about the old days, about the Master. Everything will be okay.”

This story was probably in the mid-80s. What's ironic is at the time I
was a monk and Dharma Master Jin Gong was a layman, Craig Cassin. Now

the roles are reversed. As most people know, at the City of Ten Thousand
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Buddhas we have what I'll call tonight “small electricity”, which are the
lights you see here. We have “big electricity” which supplies the small
electricity. We're responsible for maintaining both the small and big
electricity. As everybody’s experienced, when the big electricity goes out,
nobody has any electricity. Because we've inherited a very old system
from the state hospital from the 1950s, so it has problems.

The big electricity went out again and there was no power in the City.
You can’t buy a little bit of wire for the big electricity, you have to buy
a big spool of wire and the purchase costs a lot of money for a spool of
wire. We had asked the Master, “Please could we have some more money
for some wire to give the power back to the City?” Of course those who
live at the City, knows it goes out maybe once or twice a year. So it wasn’t
the first time. We went to the Master this particular time. He said, “No.
Find some other way.”

So there we were, no electricity and wondering what the Master
meant by, “find some other way?” Solar power? Wind power? Dharma
Master Jin Gong and I, as I was helping him, walked around the City,
thinking what “find some other way” meant. Basically, there’s no other
way. You have to replace the big electrical wire to get the little electrical
wire running. What other way could there be?

So we walked around the City and Dharma Master Jin Gong who
knows all the little covers and pipes and everything, suddenly saw a cover
he had never noticed before. From this one cover, you can see where
the road was cut to put something in. We followed it and it would go
to another cover. We lifted the cover and underneath this cover were
these most beautiful big electrical wires you've ever seen. We were able
to follow these beautiful wire all the way from the front of the property
where the electricity comes in, all the way to the middle of the property
by the Precept Hall. You'll see a little house there, which we put there.
Basically this beautiful wire was already in the ground.

What had happened was that the State, just before they closed the
hospital in 1972, were on the point of putting in a completely new
electrical system. The part we found, the beautiful new wire that led from
the front of property to the middle of the property, was the foundation of
the new system but it was never finished. They left this beautiful new wire
in the ground. With a little work from Dharma Master Jin Gong, he was
able to connect that beautiful new wire that goes up by the Precept Hall
to our system and the power came back on. We didn’t spend a penny or
very little money. We didn’t have to buy any wire. The question remained,
how did the Master know about that wire? Anyways, it certainly amazed
us all. The Master knew about the wire without being told about it.

This story is also from the 80’s. This story has two perspectives. One
perspective is from being in the Buddha Hall and the other perspective is
from those who were in the Administration Office. At the time, it was a
CR’an session. Because of the number of people, the men and women sat
Ch’an together in this hall and I was the proctor. In the Buddha Hall, it
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was very quiet and everyone was working hard. Suddenly, “bang!” It was
the back door which was locked, but if you pulled really hard, you could
pull it open. Of course during the sit, those doors were shut. There was
this big bang and the door opened. In walked the Master. He had some
guests with him.

He walked in; as he walked in, he spoke, “This is the Ten Thousand
Buddha Hall, there’re lots of statues. This is the Thousand Hand Guan
Yin...” in a really loud voice. “Oh, let me help you light incense and make
an offering.” Because I had no samadhi, I was looking around. Everyone
else kept their samadhi. This went on for a few minutes, the Master
explaining the Buddha Hall and the images and just like that he walked
out with the guests.

Now, we look at it from the perspective of the Administrative Office.
I found this out after the fact. I had to ask the office what that was about.
This is what the person at the office told me. The Master had come to
the office with these guests and he wanted to show them the Buddha
Hall. The person at the office said, “Master, there’s a sit going on, you
can’t go in, you'll have to wait till the break.” When we compared notes
between myself and the office, you wouldn’t tell the Master he couldn’t do
something.

I think that brings up another point. Quite a few people asked me,
“What was it like when you were with the Master? He would come sit
Ch’an with you; it must've been an incredible feeling.” I have to say in all
the time I've been here, the Master never came to sit Chan with us. He
would say things like “You're always on my radar or youre on my TV, I
don’t have to be there.”

However, there were times—two days when the Master came to take
part in the session. I'm going back to probably 1983, 1984. It was the time
of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. We just started doing the Ten
Thousand Buddhas Repentance every year, perhaps we weren't taking it
too seriously. The Master, to encourage and to lead us, came to the Buddha
Hall for two days. He bowed in the center position with us for two days.
It was really humbling because the Master, even though his health wasnt
good, would come and somebody was supporting him, helping him as
he bowed, gently holding his arm. The effect was everlasting, to see your
teacher having to do this to encourage us, to come to the Buddha Hall
to take part in the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. It’s incredible—
incredible is the wrong word, stunning.

That sincerity, what's amazing is that today, we were a few people
then but now as everyone knows when it’s the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Repentance, the halls are packed, both this hall and the next hall. More and
more people come to it from all over the world. Total sincerity. Although
there might be a different explanation at different times but I've heard the
Master say the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas takes its name from the
Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance Sutra. 1 just want to emphasize that the
Master did every bow for the whole day for every incense and it was really

moving. &
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