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A Birthday Gift For Earth Store Bodhisattva
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A Talk Given By the Abbot of CT'TB, Dharma Master Heng Lyu
On September 16, 2017 During the Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday Celebration Ceremony

English translation by Bhikshuni Heng Ching
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All Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, the Venerable Master, all respected
. Dharma Masters and Good Knowing Advisors: Amitabha! Welcome
¢ back to our shared home, The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, to

¢ participate in the celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday.

This morning we recited the Earth Store Sutra in the Buddha

Hall. From the sutra text, we understand that in the world there are
numerous ghosts, both good and evil. They help or harm people. If
© you encounter a good ghost that might be a good situation, but if
you are unfortunate and you meet an evil ghost, what will happen?
I want to share an interesting story listed in the Earlier Samyukta-

. avadana-sutra to explain what to do when you meet evil ghosts.

In the past, there was a Bhikshu, an old monk, who meditated

¢ in the deep forest. There came along a ghost who wanted to disturb
¢ the monk’s cultivation of the Way. It transformed into a headless

ghost and appeared in front of the Bhikshu.

When the old monk saw this he said: “Oh, if you don’t have a

head, then you won’t need to deal with headaches. And you have

OcToser 2017 Vasra Boohi Sea |29



BB & ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

EEtEEET 2% - TR REA T
BSSS - MR S ABRHIRE T - IR2A T
IREE ~ Bt ~ /R MR~ g adin
& B BWRNEELT > SEMP TR
ZHPESHIRE « IMREZER T AT !

BEEE—F - MEZAHEEE a%ME Jiﬁﬁ
PR A ISR — R E - 2 0 ik
HFRSSA TR - J2 A 5RemeET » HERAE
i E L P AT

BbE—F  BEk T ¢ TIREHE T SN
fig > AMRERN AR FEkEYRIRE T 5 IRt e
BRI ~ A hdors ~ B hm - FOfE R
IR - IIRERRBET !

EEE—TE iﬁﬁﬁf%i%ﬁéﬁﬂzﬁf#ﬁ?% ’
BRI AMAMEREEE A - S
1bB R A —FHTEE - mggél‘j/ﬁ%/¥fﬁim
o

B EE(E L TR ARER
%@5

TR ST
HAE—ERgLE > 728 7 T8 ARmb

—ELESE - BETELAN G R L -
t{lﬁ—%QETﬁb BER R L XZ
R Rl — R SRR 551 - 2R m bE e THAE
g - SRARMER ¢ TUART - EEAERS AR
T R iEBZE'jE HIERY © | BRSEZARBLH
KT e

?ﬂ [EEE Fri i (T TEETD - BB R (PR Al

» N — AR ELETT = - SRERHIR AT
E!’\J BiS o pia VX LS > Ea i - HE %
AEE T BRI PRI AR
R EHEBERY > AlE— IRV EE - s‘lﬂ%?k
MEES & SR BHVERRE R B IEYES - ?ji
RE#IFTRH H CHYLE - B IR IR EEA A8
HERH EERHRFTE -

FEL (EERREE) 37 -
AR ZEERAT © T SRR IR ©
REEERE LM BN EHE PR RS /2§
-t & A ERER - - FERCT O F Y
&~ BE -~ B 0 wBERH T B R HEAY AR
EE R T EI R R

AR AL LS SRAEFE T mEEH 5
PR EREZENT > [EEP2E MR R4 - B
o< ek T B - R BRI AS HLek

FEFERGFIAELREY) | &

UL - B

30| &MERE —_o—tF+8

no eyes, ears, nose or mouth, so your five sense organs won't be greedy
for defiled things that make you a “guest of the dust,” someone who
undergoes reincarnation in “red dust” world of desire. In this way, you
have fewer afflictions and trouble. You are quite great!”

Not only was the ghost unable to frighten the Bhikshu, but also his
scary appearance turned into a situation where being headless was a good
thing. So he then transformed into a being with only four limbs and no
torso or organs and appeared again in front of the Bhikshu.

When the old monk saw this he said: “You neither have a torso nor
organs, so you don’t have any trouble that has to do with your stomach.
You also do not have heart, liver, or kidney illnesses, or any other kind of
related trouble. You are quite great!”

When the ghost heard that even having no body could be said to be a
good thing, and knew that he was still unable to frighten the Bhikshu, he
then transformed into severed head (without a body) that floated in space.

However, he didn’t expect the old monk to say: “Now your situation
is even better. With only a head and no limbs, no matter what slight evil
karma you may create, maybe you won't fall into the hells.”

When the ghost heard that he might not fall into the hells, he
immediately transformed into an elegant scholar and came before the
Bhikshu to repent. He bowed down with utmost sincerity and said:
“Dharma Master, you are really the great one! And in the future your
karma in the Way will definitely be accomplished.” After saying this, he
disappeared.

This Bhikshu didn’t recite any mantras, nor did he display any spiritual
penetrations; all he did was use a different method to deal with the state
at hand and he was able to alter an unwholesome state into an auspicious
one, to change a dangerous situation to a peaceful one. In daily life, the
chances that you might encounter an evil ghost like the one recorded in
the story are not high; but we find ourselves in unpleasant situations. Try
a different method to see the situation from varying points of views that
would help you be more flexible and open-minded. We need to use such
strategies to deal with critical moments in life.

Therefore according to the Avatamsaka Sutra: “Everything is created
from the mind.” The Venerable Master taught us to “search for advantages
in adverse situations.” If we can do this, then we won’t be too attached to
superficial things and perspectives and you won't have problems such as
depression. At the same time if you can let go of the “three poisons” of
greed, hatred and stupidity, then you can shut the doors to the hells. This
will make Earth Store Bodhisattva extremely happy!

If you can be sincere in your recitation of the Buddha’s name, seek
rebirth in the Western Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss, board the boat of
compassion and return to the Saha World to rescues living beings, this will
make Earth Store Bodhisattva even happier. This is also the best birthday
gift we can offer to Earth Store Bodhisattva! &





