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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN CHINA
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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91. Dharma Master Hua Dong

The Venerable Master was studying the Teaching School at Lingyan Mountain
Buddhist Academy in Suzhou. Dharma Master Hua Dong, who was in his sixties
or seventies, was the lecturer of A Structural Explanation on the Essentials of the
Teaching and Contemplation School. He and the Venerable Master became good
friends despite the great difference in age, so they often studied Buddhism together.

[In the Venerable Master’s Own Words]

This Dharma Master Hua Dong was very short in stature but full of spirit.
He was from Manchuria. I didn’t ask where exactly in Manchuria. After he left
the home-life under the Elder Master Tan Xu, he headed to the south to study.
At Guanzong (Contemplating the Essence) Monastery in Ningbo, he studied
sutras and the Teaching School with Elder Dharma Master Di Xian (Basis of
Protocol). Although he was illiterate and his memory was poor, he was eager to
learn, very diligent and serious. Whenever he encountered something that he didn’t
understand, he would humbly ask others to teach him. He studied like this for
over ten years, and then he was able to read sutras and lecture on sutras. By relying
on his memory and by asking other people, he was able to lecture on the Tiantai
School in the Buddhist Academy of the Tiantai School founded by Elder Dharma
Master Di Xian.

In the Buddhist Academy, he was the lecturer of A Structural Explanation on
the Essentials of the Teaching and Contemplation School and 1 was a student, so I
knew him very well. He guarded the pagoda and lived next to it. He didn’t like

socializing. Everyday, he sat on the rope bed and cultivated diligently. In addition,
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he attended the daily ceremonies with the assembly consistently. He didn’t eat
after noon. He ate very little and he wasn’t picky about food, either. He only
wore a rag robe, which was a sewn patchwork and kept very clean. He and I
were good friends despite the great difference in age, because he was in his sixties
or seventies while I was not even thirty. We often studied Buddhism together.
His character was unblemished and he was free of defiled thoughts. He was not

greedy for fame or profit. He didn’t covet anything. Thus he was so carefree and

happy.

s0To be continued
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Asanga (Bodhisattva) (Continued)

He afterwards often went up to the Tusita Heaven in order to ask Maitreya about
the doctrines of the Mahayana sutras. The Bodhisattva explained them extensively
for him. Whenever he acquired any new understanding, he would come back to
Jambudvipa and teach it to others. Most of those hearing him did not believe
him. Asanga, Teacher of the Dharma, then prayed, saying, “I now intend to bring
all beings to believe fully in the doctrine of the Mahayana. I only pray that you,
O Great Master, come down to Jambudvipa to expound the Mahayana so that
all beings may become fully convinced of its truth.” Maitreya, thereupon, in
accordance with his prayer, came down to Jambudvipa at night, flooding it with
great rays of light, had a large assembly of those connected with the Dharma
called in a lecture hall, and began to recite the Yogacarabhimi-sistra. After having
recited a passage, he would explain its purport. The seventeen bhumis were
finished during the nights of four months. Although all were together in one and
the same hall listening to the discourse, it was, nevertheless, only Asanga, Teacher
of the Dharma, who had access to the Bodhisattva Maitreya, while the others
could merely hear him from afar.

At night, all together heard the dharma discourse by Maitreya, while in the
daytime Asanga, Teacher of the Dharma, commented once again, for the sake of
others, upon what had been taught by the Bodhisattva. In this way all the people
could hear and believe in the doctrine of the Mahayana. Maitreya, the Bodhisattva,
taught Asanga, Teacher of the Dharma, to learn the “sunlight” samadhi. As he
learned according to what he had been taught, he subsequently attained entry
into that samadhi. After he attained entry into that samadhi, what he formerly
could not understand all became intelligible. Whatever he heard or saw was never
forgotten, his memory having become retentive, whereas he formerly could not
fully understand the sutras of the Mahayana, such as the Avatamsaka, previously
taught by the Buddha. Maitreya explained for him all these in the Tusita heaven;
thus the Dharma Master Asanga became well-versed in them and remembered
them all. Afterwards in Jambudvipa he composed several upadesa on the sutras of
the Mahayana, in which he expounded all the teachings of the Mahayana taught
by the Buddha. #
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