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CuAPTER ONE:

SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Sutra:
Lion Sprint Complete in the Ten Thousand Practices Thus Come One then
said to the elder’s son, “If you wish to have a body like this, you must first

spend a long time liberating beings who are undergoing suffering.”

Commentary:

Lion Sprint Complete in the Ten Thousand Practices Thus Come One
then said to the elder’s son, “If you wish to have a body like this,” let me tell
you, “you must first spend a long time liberating beings who are undergoing
suffering.” When all beings who suffer are saved, leaving behind their suffering,
then your appearance will be perfected; meaning, once you save living beings so

that they become Buddhas, you can become a Buddha.

Sutra:

Manjushri, that comment caused the elder’s son to make a vow: “From now
until the end of future time throughout uncountable eons I will use expansive
expedient devices to help beings in the six paths who are suffering for their
offenses. Only when they have all been liberated, will I myself become a
Buddha. From the time he made that great vow in the presence of that Buddha
until now, hundreds of thousands of nayutas of inexpressibly many eons have
passed and still he is a Bodhisattva.”

Commentary:

Bodhisattva Manjushri! That comment caused the elder’s son to make a
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vow. When this elder’s son heard what the Thus Come One Lion Sprint
Complete in the Ten Thousand Practices said, he made a vow. He said:
“From now until the ends of future time, I will...” “I” is the elder’s
son referring to himself. He states how he will go through who-knows-
how-many infinite eons until the end of future time. That is why he says
“throughout uncountable eons.” How could future eons end? They will
not, which is why this number of eons is incalculable.

I will use expansive expedient devices to help beings in the six paths
who are suffering for their offenses. I will help living beings in the six
paths of rebirth who suffer and create offenses. Since every thought and
every move on the part of us living beings in the Szba world is an offense and
creates karma, we are described as beings in the six paths who are suffering
for our offenses. The six paths are gods, humans, asuras, hell-beings, hungry
ghosts, and animals. Using expansive expedient devices means using
many different Dharma methods, not just one sort. Only when they have
all been liberated, will I myself become a Buddha. I will aid beings so
they become liberated, can leave suffering, enjoy bliss, and soon become
Buddhas. Only then will I become a Buddha. I will wait for all those beings
to become Buddhas and after they have, then I will become a Buddha. If
one of those beings is not yet a Buddha, then I will not become a Buddha.
As it’s been said:

If yet a single being’s not accomplished Buddhahood

Accordingly I also must renounce Nirvana’s bliss.

If any single one of those beings has not realized full awakening, then I
will not enter Nirvana.

From the time he made that great vow in the presence of that Buddha,
Thus Come One Lion Sprint Complete in the Ten Thousand Practices,
until now, hundreds of thousands of nayutas of inexpressibly many
eons have passed. Nayuta is a Sanskrit noun that represents a very large
number. And still he is a Bodhisattva. Up to the present, he continues to

be a Bodhisattva; he has not yet become a Buddha.

Sutra:

Another time, inconceivable asamkhyeya eons ago there was a
Buddha named Thus Come One Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi
Self-Mastery King. That Buddha’s life span was four hundred billion

asamkhyeya eons.

Commentary:

Another time, an inconceivable and unimaginable number of
asamkhyeya eons ago. This wasn’t just three great asamkhyeya eons ago, it
was much longer ago than that. There was a Buddha named Thus Come

One Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King.

$0To be continued
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