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Is Fach Generation Becoming Worse Than the
Previous?
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A Dharma Talk by Bhikshu Jin Fan at CTTB Buddha Hall on August 7, 2017
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In March 1999, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
established the Pre-shramanera Training Program to guide
those who had brought forth the resolve to leave the home
life. This was a way to help laymen prepare for leaving the
home life. That October, after we had received half a year’s
worth of training, we left the home life.

The year we received the precepts was 2002. The
precepts period began before the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance. From April to August, it would last
one hundred and eight days and it would also include the

entire Repentance. For me, however, this precept period
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was hardly any different from my day to day life as a Shramanera. Why?

The only thing that was different during the precept period was two extra
weekly classes on precepts. The rest of our daily schedule remained the same:
attending ceremonies and working. Although it felt quite normal, it was
also a special time. Not only were there two weekly precept classes, we also
had to memorize the precepts. Those precepts may be slightly different from
the precepts some of you may have taken. At that time we had three things
that we were required to memorize. There was the Summary of Shramanera
Precepts, The Fifty-Three Short Mantras, and The Bodhisattva Precepts of the
Brahma Net Sutra.

Even though the
precept period was
quite busy, there was
still a lot of free time
Ten
Thousand  Buddhas

Repentance.

because of the

Perhaps
it was because of the
precept period that
my mind felt more
pure and uncluttered.
Memorizing the
precepts went
smoothly and was not
too difficult, so I was
able to finish quickly.
This is also why I
felc that the precept
period was such a
special time.

this
period, the precept teacher (the Dharma Master who taught us the precepts)

During

made a strong impression on me. During each lesson, he wouldn’t say much;
instead, he'd always focus on the four main precepts: no killing, no stealing,
no sexual activity, and no telling lies. He didn’t want to discuss anything else,
saying, “If you can do the basics well, the rest will come naturally.”

From the time I was a novice monk, until entering the precept period to
prepare for receiving the full precepts, the precepts I heard and learned about
were almost always those four: no killing, no stealing, no sexual activity, and
no telling lies. In our class on precepts, we didn’t go deeply into any of the
other minor precepts.

Our teacher for the class on precepts was very strict and diligent about
upholding the precepts. Something he said that left a deep impression on me
was, “Each generation is becoming worse than the previous.” He would repeat
this phrase from the very beginning when I just became a Shramanera. When

it was time for me to receive the full Bhikshu precepts, he would still say the
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same. Later on, in the precept classes he taught other novices, he still repeated
this phrase. I believe that this Dharma Master was not looking down on us,
but was speaking the truth. This is why when we hear this, all of us should
carefully think and reflect about this.

I have lived in CTTB for a long time: over twenty years. From the time
I was a Shramanera, until I received the precepts, I've noticed the City has
changed greatly. Much has changed and evolved; many things are different
from what they were in the past. This is true for food, housing, the Buddha
Hall and much more that is continually changing.

To leave the home life, there are always causes and and conditions. Those
who left the home life earlier, under the Venerable Master, received the Dharma
name of “Guo,” and when they received the monastic precepts, were given a
title with the “Heng” character. Those who left the home life later, after the
Venerable Master’s Nirvana, received the Dharma name of “Chin,” and when
they received the monastic precepts, were given a title with the “Jin” character.
This is of course a significant difference between the two generations.

For those of us who left home later, we should ask ourselves, why weren’t
we able to leave home a little earlier? This is indeed because our causes and
conditions are different. This is why sometimes these Dharma Masters will say,
“Each generation is not as good as the previous.” There is a reason for saying
this phrase.

That evening after receiving the precepts, I gave a talk in the Buddha Hall
sharing some thoughts and experiences about receiving the precepts. Because
from the Pre-Shramanera Training Program to becoming a Shramanera,
nearly three and a half years had passed. I personally felt that it had been an
almost military-style training process, quite different from the self-motivated
cultivation that I had imagined left home life was about. That was how I felt
about the left home life.

During the training period and while I was a Shramanera, my daily
schedule remained the same. From attending the ceremonies beginning early
in the morning, to attending the various Dharma assemblies and working,
there was rarely anything that was missed or skipped. The Dharma Masters
who were training us, all lead by example, attending the ceremonies and
cultivating with us day and night.

Because of this training, after time I felt as if the precept period was
barely any different from when I was a shramanera. There were only a couple
more classes on precepts, and we were required the memorize the precepts.
After receiving the precepts, I thought that there would be more freedom and
flexibility. That year, I decided to focus on meditation. This determination
helped me endure the pain from sitting. After the morning ceremony, I would
meditate alone. But one day, the Dharma Master who had been training us
before asker me, “How often do you bow to the Buddhas?” I could not answer
him. I knew what he was referring to, so I went back to staying after the
morning ceremony to continue with Universal Bowing.

Even though I was no longer a Shramanera, I still had to attend the
ceremonies and closely follow CTTB’s Buddha Hall schedule. I continued

SepTEMBER 2017 VAJRA BobHi Sea |33

BB &b of ‘ a73l4 IHaog



BB & ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

o WA R B A USRI B T - Mg R—
o WEEITATTE PR > Bl R 0 %
A —RBERE o BT AN PR RE R - R F AR5
T BREIRFTAR - AEAE K WAMTHARTRLR
ot MR—RFEZ /DR 27 F[EEAN LK - [#E
SAVER > JAFFERE R AT -

e RIS 17005 > MBS RS
EERRHITIERTR - SEEET TiF%E > ECH/R
A HAE o IR LARTEATE & odels - 258
st PR USSR T > BHRIEIRE AT 2O
BAREN AR > B0V — BRI BT - AESRIR
2SR > AR — BT o EEBSHEE A
fy o

R /b o 2 EE Y AR BRE - IR0/ SR 22 (B EE
VRS T4 T DRIMEE st BE 21T T - /]
& E(EE R —EHT RGN | KR /N
AR > Lh R e b SR ARRE © Eh 2N - P gk
R o MERWRANE T - R G HHME
C

e LRSRIBE A, - EEAME > —&
X AR HERTERR/ER - IRERT 2
EEA, o B Y E o BT EEE 0
e 2 [E R R A BERR A © P AR SZ AR e e
BRI — (B AR thalEEE N - AR
A -

AR Ry VP& B Se il T > PLR R A2+
HIFEERSE T > HE R LAEH—8E - HE - 52—
EFEREVAIR | N RIRFITE — [ ERE
HIBREE T - FrAREEE IR - A1 H
4 > IR =57 ~ ST AERRSE - HREL i
o EHEERT

LIFT > #0058 2 s sl SRETETH % - SR A
A% - EEEEE R > #IRES EHE
CHIEA®RBIY - Bl R s a g 1 - 40
FORFHEEAEAEIISR - BAEEERMEBE
B HTRERY -

Fir DARAZ 587K, » BT DUARAR RS0/ 1
TESE ? @Mt EFEA NEITESE ? /RA]
DIEEZ—T - MR - A RS A—RF
W—RHVERER - FlsPes: | &

34| ®BIERE —Oo—tENB

with this for quite some time; I remember that this lasted for about
five years. In the past we were often reminded that even after receiving
the precepts and becoming fully ordained, you still had to follow your
precept teacher, the Dharma Master who trained you, and continue
with the intense practice and rigid schedule you had as a Shramanera.
You did not yet have the freedom to soar away, following your own
routine and agenda. It was not the case that after receiving the precepts,
things would be completely different.

Because your time as a Shramanera is when you establish the
foundation for being a Bhikshu, if you work hard as a Shramanera,
later on it will be easier when you are a Bhikshu. However, being
a Bhikshu is also a new beginning! In the context of the Theravada
tradition, being a Bhikshu is the foundation for becoming an Arhat.
‘The Bhikshu is the cause, the seed, and the Arhat is the fruit. If you
don’t plant the seed, you will not have any fruits later on.

If you use the Great Vehicle to understand this, first we need to
know that there are two types of Bodhisattvas. There are left-home
Bodhisattvas, and at-home Bodhisattvas. Those who have left the
home life are the Bhikshus. When you leave the home life and become
a Bhikshu, you are a Bodhisattva who has just brought forth the initial
resolve to cultivate the Bodhisattva Path. Only after the Bodhisattva
Path is fulfilled and completed can one finally reach Buddhahood. So
when you receive the precepts and become a Bhikshu, this is also a
foundation for reaching Buddhahood. In this case, the Bhikshu is the
cause, the seed, and attaining Buddhahood is the fruit.

Some may think that after you're finished with being Shramanera,
you no longer need to suffer, which means that you can now have
more freedom. However, this is wrong! We still have a longer, more
difficult path to walk. So when you are cultivating as a Bhikshu, if
you don’t do it well, and then you go on to talk about leaving the
three realms, about ending death and rebirth, and about achieving
Buddhahood, it is all empty words!

At the time when I was a Shramanera undergoing strict training,
in my heart I would complain. But after all these years, I've realized
that this was actually good for me. These silent grumblings have
become gratitude. If I hadn’t undergone such a vigorous and strict
period of training, I don’t think it would have been possible for me to
do the same on my own.

So after you have received the full precepts, think for a moment,
was it easy back when you were still a Shramanera? Or was it easier
after you became a Bhikshu, practicing on your own? Think about it.
Then you may know how to help the next generation be better than

the previous. Amitabha. &





