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Realize Complete Awakening

An Instructional Talk by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in 1976
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English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jr

[Editor's Note: Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s second ordination
ceremony was held on August 29, 1976. Originally, it was scheduled to take
place at Gold Mountain Monastery in San Francisco. However, Venerable
Master Hua decided to hold the ordination at the City of 10,000 Buddhas for
the first time.]

During this ordination session, all those receiving the precepts should not
be afraid of difficulties. If you aspire to receive the precepts but do not want
to face difficulties, it means you are not sincere. We Buddhist practitioners,
who study the Buddhadharma, have to be proper and not casual. This is
especially true for those who are taking the precepts. Do not think it is
just about taking the precepts. Precept-taking is like creating a building. A
building needs a foundation. If the foundation is not solid, the building will

collapse and easily break. When you have a strong foundation then you can
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build a huge and tall building that will stand in the world. When we take the

precepts, we are establishing a foundation for achieving Buddhahood. If you
don’t have a good foundation, it will not be easy to be a Buddha. Don’t think
it’s like creating an ordinary building where you can take short cuts or use
cheap materials; if you do, the building will collapse easily.

Gold Mountain Monastery’s 108-day precepts transmission session has
been organized to give you an opportunity to study the Novice, Bhikshu/
Bhikshuni, and Bodhisattva precepts so that you can memorize and
understand the texts. If there are words you don’t recognize, you can ask
others. Don’t cheat yourself by thinking you can be lazy and take short cuts.
If you behave like this in the beginning, you won't have much to contribute to
Buddhism in the future. During this precept transmission session, everyone
needs to bow sincerely. When you bow, you are bowing in repentance in front
of the Buddhas. We hope the Buddhas will bless us with their light that can
eradicate our karmic obstacles, and cause our Bodhi roots to grow, so we can
realize complete awakening. This is very important.

Gold Mountain Monastery in San Francisco will be hosting the precepts
transmission on Sunday, in the morning of August 29. This will be our
second ordination ceremony. The ordination ceremony in the United States
is different from those held in Asia where
there are many preceptees. In the United
States, even one preceptee is not considered
a small number. If there were more, there
are still only a few. In the next few days,
those who are taking the precepts should
be extremely sincere and request that the
Buddhas shine their light to bless you, to
help you receive your Vajra-jeweled bright
precepts, so that in the future you will
be seeds for Western Buddhism that will
cause Buddhism to grow and flourish in

the West. &
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