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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE:
THE SPIRITUAL POWERS OF 4 TATHAGATA
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

Therefore, all of you, after the parinirvana of the Tathagata, should
single-mindedly uphold, read, recite, explain, write out, and practice
this suitra as instructed. In lands where there are those who uphold,
read, recite, explain, write out, and practice this siitra as instructed,
and in all places where this siitra is kept, whether in a garden, a forest,
under a tree, in a monastery, in the dwelling of a layperson, a hall,
or in mountains, valleys or wilderness; a stiipa should be built as an
offering. Why? You should know that each of those places is a site
of awakening, where all Buddhas attain anuttarasamyaksambodhi,
where all Buddhas turn the Dharma Wheel, and where all Buddhas

enter parinirvana.

Commentary:

Therefore, all of you in the Dharma assembly, including Bodhisattvas,
Arhats, bhiksus, bhiksunis, upasakas, and upasikas, after the parinirvana
of the Tathagata, should single-mindedly uphold,... In the future, after
the World Honored One has entered nirvana, the most important aspect
in cultivation will be to be single-minded. Whatever you do, you should
do it single-mindedly. Do not have “two minds.” If you are not single-
minded, there will be no response.

Thus when we believe in the Buddha we should do so with one mind
and without doubt. Don’t think, “Is there really a Buddha? Wouldn’ it
be better to believe in Catholicism than in Buddhism?” If you have “two
minds,” no matter what you do, you will neither gain merit nor accomplish
anything. Accordingly, you must be single-minded.

We are now having a Guanyin (Sanskrit: Avalokite$vara) Recitation

Session. You could say this Dharma is difficult to encounter in hundreds
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of thousands of millions of eons. You shouldn’t think that it is easy to recite
“Namo Guanshiyin Bodhisattva.” With every recitation, you gain a measure
of benefit. 7he Universal Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra states, “If beings
overwhelmed with sexual desire can be constantly and reverently mindful
of the Bodhisattva Avalokite$vara, their passion will subside...If dull and
foolish beings can be constantly and reverently mindful of the Bodhisattva
Avalokite$vara, they will leave ignorance behind.” Is it not true that these are
the greatest advantages? If you are overcome with desire and lust, your mind
will have neither peace nor joy. How do you leave desire behind? You can leave
desire behind by reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name.

“If beings beset by much anger can be constantly and reverently mindful
of the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, they will rid themselves of anger.” There is
an adage which says, “A tiger-like spirit and delusion’s blaze spring from the
roots of offenses from former lives.” The blaze of your anger is a tiger-like
spirit. Nothing is more ferocious. Why are you beset by so much anger? This
anger stems from the offenses you committed in your former lives. If you can
be constantly and reverently mindful of Guanyin Bodhisattva, you will be free
from anger. Your bad temper will fade away.

Let me tell you something. I used to have a temper bigger than that of
anyone else. I was always getting mad at people. If I wasn’t beating them, then
I was scolding them. I've told you this many times. When I was little, I loved
to hit and scold people. No matter who they were, I made them submit to me.
I would beat up anyone who refused to do what I said. However, now I no
longer like to hit or scold anyone. I dont know how or when I got rid of my
anger, but it’s gone. “Who said s0?” you say. “You still have a bad temper!” You
have never seen me in a bad temper! It would have scared you to death. My
temper disappeared because I recited Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name.

We are having a Guanyin session right now. Whenever you have time,
whether you are a monastic or a layperson, you should recite Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name. Laypeople who aren’t working, unless you are particularly
busy or have important business to attend to, should come and recite Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name. Reciting only one time is better and more meritorious
than earning a hundred dollars in a day.

You shouldn’t think, “What use is reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name?”
I¢s very useful. “But if I earn one hundred dollars, I can buy food to eat.
Reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name is not going to fill me up when I'm
hungry.” You think that because your heart is not pure and true. If you had
a pure heart, you would naturally become full. Not only would you be full,
you would have sweet dew in your mouth while you were reciting. Guanyin
Bodhisattva would anoint you with sweet dew, so while you were reciting
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name, you would taste something sweeter than candy.
If you do not recite, you will not have this experience. But if you do recite, this
will happen naturally. I am definitely not lying to you. If you sincerely recite
“Namo Guanyin Bodhisattva,” you will experience a taste sensation sweeter

than eating candy.

5 To be continued
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