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2017 Youth Summer Camp
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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The 2017 Boys School Summer Camp was from Monday, June
19 to Friday, June 30. There were 48 campers in total - 14 ages five
to nine and 29 ages ten to fourteen. As nearly all campers lived on
campus, the summer camp provided an opportunity for the campers
to experience life at a Buddhist Monastery, to learn about the school,
and to have fun in a safe and peaceful environment.

A normal camp day began with the Flag Ceremony at 7:50 am,
of which campers recited the Pledge of Allegiance, the Six Principles,
and the Three
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Refuges.

Then, the five to nine year
olds were split into two
classes. These two younger
groups are day campers and
their day ended at 3 pm
Monday
Each group had a variety

through  Friday.

of activities throughout the

day such as arts and crafts,
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Chinese singing, and science
experiments led by both counselors and teachers, and swimming
pool.

The older boys went to meditation with Dharma Master Shun,
who told many interesting stories about CTTB, the Venerable
Master, and Buddhism in general. Before the Meal Offering and
lunch, counselors lead the campers to do community service in the
school and monastery.

After the lunch recess, older campers went to a theater class led

by Ms. Mark and Ms. Ackley; they were able to perform an action-
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filled play, “The Paint Brush” at the end of
the camp. During the first week, they had
a chance to learn fun science experiments

4| with UC Davis chemistry professor Dr.
Toupadakis. They had Yoga and
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Taichi during the second week.
Later in the afternoon, the campers could choose from
three activities: 24 Season Drumming, Dragon Dance,
and Camp Magazine. On the weekend, every one was
invited to a pot-luck picnic in Todd Grove Park.

At the beginning of the camp, temperatures during the

day once hit 110 degrees fahrenheit. One of the favorite
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activities was the pool, mounted just for the camp. At the
end, nearly everyone said the camp was fantastic and it

was a memorable two weeks. &
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By Bhikshuni Heng Yuan
Chinese Translation by Yijiang Lin

This year’s summer camp theme was respect. In the girls’ division,
the boarding students attended morning recitation at the Joyous
Giving House Buddha Hall at 7 am. This was a shortened version of
the Buddha Hall’s morning recitation. Afterwards, there was a short
session of meditation. The Dharma Masters told stories about the
mantras, the rituals, and meditation.

Afterwards, the boarding students joined the rest of the day
campers at 8 am for morning circle in the backyard of the school.
In the morning circle, the campers were given a quote on respect
for them to reflect upon throughout the day. One of the teachers
bought little journals and pens for all the campers to use for these
reflections. At the end of each day, the campers were asked to write
in them, reflecting upon things they saw, did, or could improve on.
Some campers were very young and could not write well yet, so they
were encouraged to draw their reflections instead.

Then the groups split up for their specific activity. There were
four age groups: K-2nd, 3rd-5th, 6th-7th, and 8th-10th. CTTB is
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such a beautiful place and it would be a pity if there were no outdoor
activities. However, because of the intense summer heat, all the
outdoor activities were scheduled in the morning. Morning activities
included hiking, dancing, flying kites, ball games, scavenger hunts,
and gardening.

At 10 am all the campers gathered in the Chan
Hall to do sutra memorization. This year,
the campers memorized verses from the
Universal Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra.
Even though it was only 20 minutes
each day, it was surprising how much
the campers could memorize! Sutra
memorization has been a part of
Girls' summer camp for many years
now. Each year the classes have been
met with a lot of enthusiasm and
support.

After lunch, afternoon activities

included science, drama, cooking,
nutrition,  Chinese  dance, taiko
drumming, Chinese knotting, Chinese

calligraphy, and recycling. Of course, summer
camp at the City would not be complete without
Buddhist Studies.

This year the youth organization, 4H, returned to lead some
very interesting activities. This organization brought many hands-on
things to interest students in future possible careers. They brought
some chickens and rabbits to teach the campers about how to care for
these animals and how to pay attention to how other living creatures
feel. Interacting with other creatures is a good way to activate
compassion, giving, and respect for others’ lives. 4H
also did a session on photography and one on
team building, where campers had to work
together to reach a goal. If even one person
did not cooperate, then the entire team was
not able to reach the goal of their task.

This year’s summer camp at CTTB
had a great variety of activities. This has
elicited mixed feelings from the community,
since some wished to see the campers do more
Buddhist related events, while others liked the
more active schedule. As one of the coordinators, it
is my sincere hope that all the campers and volunteers were able to

learn something valuable while having fun. &

48| SMERE —o—L&ENB

17~ S0 - BUREE ~ 773K - SSE IS - B8 -
LA TR AR E R M - SHufTe
(P ) A - BEAMER A o
B NESHRYE - M A LA R |
TR EHES AR S ERTE
XETER 0 BT PR A
FUSEARISIF -
FEB®R > TF
YOS B B RE R ER
BB~ REAE
' PSR
RKug > B & 4
& PEEE -
BR [ PERIE -
BN BN
BESBEMRRZA
FREEER - R Bl
T e
SEFVFEHREY
4AHAH SRRl — LA R
HEE) - At IR IR % T
T8 R 5 [ R NI 46 2
RACEFEHIZLGE - BRI — L
HEFIRT - BEEAEMERREELEHY) > WHEHE
M AEPIRYEZ - R A YIRS S A dn ey
ZEAR ~ ARHEAD SRy — TR AV G 2 - AN T —
RO EE R EORESERE S
EZFIERE - AEA —EANEE - AR E L
NREEEF|HAR -
IR - SEE BRI E S EHE
B[RRI L - NBAFEESERE
ZPERCRE  FEAREESERS
AL IR FREAHRSE) - th A AR
MEZ TS EIRE - B RERAZ—
WHBHREMAESERLE - BHE
fili ~ FEASHHE SEDUS R LAY FEIRF > 3
FEEEFIH A EENSERE - @









