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Dharma Master Kuan Qian’s Visit to
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas from Taiwan
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Venerable Bhikshuni Kuan Qian from Taiwan, at the invitation of
Dharma Realm Buddhist University, visited the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas from July 17 to July 20, 2017. Dharma Master Kuan Qian is
the chairperson of the Chue Feng Buddhist Art and Culture Foundation
and the Yuyu Yang Art and Education Foundation in Taiwan. During her
visit to CTTB, she delivered two lectures on Buddhist Art on the topic of
the pictorial illustration of Amitabha Sutra and the pictorial illustration of
Dharma Flower Sutra.

Dharma Master Kuan Qian’s late father, Yuyu Yang, was Dean of
Dharma Realm Buddhist University School of Fine Arts. Therefore
Dharma Master Kuan Qian also brought with her a professional film crew
to document Professor Yuyu Yang’s art work in CTTB, namely the image
of Medicine Master Buddha in the Buddha Hall, the image of Earth Store
Bodhisattva in the Rebirth Hall and the painting of the Thousand Hands
and Eyes Guan Yin Bodhisattva in the Five Contemplations Hall. The
film crew also interviewed senior monastic and lay disciples about the
Venerable Master Hua after he came to the United States.

Dharma Master Kuan Qian was born into a family of artists. Her

artistic talents and foundation were also nurtured and influenced by her
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father Yuyu Yang —an internationally well-known sculptor; and it was also because
of her father that she had tied affinities with CTTB. During the interview with
Rev. Heng Sure, Dharma Master Kuan Qian mentioned that, as a young child,
she often listened to her father describe his experience of cultivating in CTTB,
as well as many stories of the austere practices of the monastics in CTTB such
as eating one meal a day and sleeping sitting up. Through her father’s stories, she
aspired to cultivate and also resolved to leave the home life.

Sutra illustration is the artistic and pictorial depiction of Buddhist
Scriptures in order to explain the Buddha’s teaching. Dharma Master Kuan
Qian emphasized that to be able to appreciate Sutra illustrations, one must first
understand the principles taught in the Sutras. In the two lectures she delivered
at CTTB, she first explained the Sutras by using the traditional classification
framework and then showed the vivid depiction of the ancient paintings from
the Caves of Dun Huang.

Dharma Master Kuan Qian has resolved to propagate the Dharma through
Buddhist Art. In her lectures, she said that cultivators will be able to deepen their
understanding of the Sutra texts with the aid of literary and artistic training.
During the meetings with the Venerable Master’s senior disciples, Dharma

Master Kuan Qian often talked about how Buddhist Art is a great expedient

to gather in living beings. She also wishes that she will be able to contribute to
bring the Dharma to the West. #
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We very much appreciate the tireless efforts made by the Sangha and the laity on our behalf during our
pilgrimage to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Not only did we feel the serenity of devoted cultivation,
we could also foresee limitless possibilities with regard to future development of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. Professor Yang, inspired by the Venerable Master Hua, brought out his compassionate and vast vows
to help establish Dharma Realm Buddhist University School of Fine Arts. With your help, we might smoothly
recollect and record the footsteps that he traveled tirelessly between Taiwan and CTTB 40 years ago. I would

like to express our gratitude and my personal regards to each and every one of you. - Kuan Qian, with

palms joined
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