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Dharma Master Zong Kai from Indonesia Visits
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the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Bow X/ bR RUE R
By Xinping Chen
English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jr

Dharma Master Zong Kai from Dharma Suci Vihara in Jakarta,
Indonesia, visited the Sagely City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on July
6-16, 2017.

She led a comfortable childhood. When she was 16, as an overseas
Chinese, she went to Taiwan and studied Chinese. Her elders wanted
her to attend a boarding school to develop a disciplined lifestyle. It was
decided that she attend Fo Guang Shan’s Buddhist seminary. At that
time, Dharma Master Zong Kai’s intention was to learn Chinese and
not to become a monastic or study the Buddhadharma. Unexpectedly,
after six months, observing the adorned Sangha members in line, she
decided to renounce the home-life. Originally, she disliked menial
chores, but suddenly everything changed and she was eager to learn
everything.

Dharma Master Zong Kai returned to Indonesia when she was 21
years old. With the encouragement of Dharma Suci Viharas abbot,
she established Dharma Suci Kindergarten and Elementary School
(K-3rd grade). Her hope was that the Dharma Suci Sangha will be
involved in educating the youth and propagating the Dharma instead
of just leading the assembly in Dharma assemblies. In the following
year, the elementary school expanded to include 4th through 6th
grades. Later, junior high and senior high were added to the schools
and there are now over 900 students, 99% of whom are from Chinese
Buddhist families. A school branch was also founded in New Zealand.

Upon establishing the kindergarten and elementary school, she
fele the need to further study abroad. In 1986, for nine years, she
went to study in Japan at Kyoto Buddhist University under Professor
Kajiyama Yiuichi. She investigated Nagarjuna Bodhisattva’s early
Mahayana texts. In writing her thesis, she was limited to using Buddhist
texts in their original Sanskrit language. From this experience, she
advises that learning Sanskrit is critical for those studying Buddhist

texts even though Sanskrit is the world’s most difficult language to
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learn. It was used in the original Buddhist scriptures and considered an
elite language in scholarship.

During her time studying abroad in Japan, Dharma Master
Zong Kai regularly recited the Earth Store Sutra and bowed the Three
Thousand Buddhas Repentance. These Dharma practices and reciting
the Buddha’s name remains her daily practice. Her vow is to be
reborn in the Western Pure Land and then, return to the Saha world
to transform living beings. She is fluent in Indonesian, Mandarin,
English, Taiwanese, Cantonese and other dialects and languages. She
can use these multi-lingual skills to propagate the Dharma and benefit
living beings. For 35 years, she has led Buddha recitation sessions in
rural areas in Indonesia and she has often spoken the Dharma in the
Hakka dialect.

Her conditions to visit the City of 10,000 Buddhas were formed
in 2014, when she met Dharma Master Heng Ch'ih at a local TV
station, hosted by layperson Jinbi Lu. During this meeting, she had the
opportunity to learn about the events at CTTB. Dharma Master Zong
Kai also invited Dharma Master Heng CR’ih to be the Dharma host for
the Bathing Buddha Ceremony at Dharma Suci Vihara, and in return,
she made a promise to visit CTTB in the future.

During her visit to CTTB, Dharma Mater Zong Kai attended
the Guan Yin Session and the leaving-home ceremony at the City of
Dharma Realm. Reflecting upon her own leaving-home experience, she
exclaimed, “Those of us who study the Buddhadharma, especially those
younger, should remember these vital words: Do not forget the original
resolve.”

She was moved by the vows of the CTTB’s founder, Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua. The unique spirit of CTTB is a good environment
for cultivation. She thinks that the Sangha discipline initiated by the
Venerable Hua is very comprehensive and solid. She commented, “This
type of Sangha training is the foundation which bears fruit in later
years; therefore, future development is certainly inevitable.”

Dharma Master Zong Kai explained that with her visit to CTTB
this time, she wished to also learn from the Dharma Masters in ways
to improve the schools at Dharma Suci Vihara. She aspires to nurture
children in morality and virtue, especially in filial respect. Her goal is to
enhance the children’s learning beyond academic subjects.

She considered encouraging the junior high students at Dharma
Suci Elementary School to continue their studies at Developing Virtue
Secondary School (DVSS). DVSS has a safe and conducive environment
that would be acceptable to her students’ parents who would not need
to be worried that their children might be influenced negatively. She
expressed regret for not learning about Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU) 20 years ago; otherwise, she would have continued
her studies at DRBU when her education in Japan ended. She conveyed
that during Guan Yin session, she told Guan Yin Bodhisattva, “If the
conditions arise again, I would like to return to CTTB and cultivate

with the CTTB community.” &
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