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Ajahn Sumedho Visits the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas Again
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By Baihua Zhang

English Translation by Meina Co
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On July 20, 2017, 83-year-old Ajahn Sumedho
visited the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) Ajahn
Abbot of Abhayagiri Monastery, and a group of
bhikshus. When nearly 10 of them arrived at
the administrative office of CTTB, Rev. Heng
Sure, Chairman of the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association, and Dharma Master Heng Lyu, Abbot

accompanied by Passano,

of CTTB, and a group of bhikshus from Tathagata Monastery all bowed down
to pay respects to Ajahn Sumedho. The bhikshus from Abhayagiri Monastery
also bowed to Rev. Heng Sure and Abbot Heng Lyu.

After Abbot Heng Lyu’s greetings, Rev. Heng Sure updated Ajhan
Sumedho that an editing team convened by him (Rev. Sure) is working on
the biography of Master Hua. It’s scheduled to be published before the 100t
anniversary of Master Hua in 2018. Events to commemorate Master Hua’s
100™ anniversary are in the early stages of preparation.

Ajahn Chah, teacher of Ajhan Sumedho, was born the same year as Master
Hua, in 1918. Next year there will be commemorative events for his 100t
anniversary. The English version of Ajahn Chah’s biography to commemorate
his 100t anniversary is in the last layout phase. Ajahn Passano noted that some
people wanted to translate Ajahn Chah’s biography into the Thai language
but it doesn’t work because Asian readers expect different things. It (the Thai
version) has to be rewritten.

Rev. Heng Sure felt the same way. He said that the China and Hong Kong
periods of Master Hua’s biography have been published. This new book starts
from 1962, when Master Hua came to the United States until 1995, when
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he passed away and his influence until now. Ajahn Sumedho asked, “Is
it in English?” Rev. Sure affirmed it is, and introduced the three parts in
this book: The first part is about events in the timeline of Master Hua’s
life. The second part is his influence on people - how he changed people’s
lives. The third part is his work in establishing the Sangha, education and
interfaith, etc.

Ajahn Sumedho pointed out that when he went to San Francisco
years ago, Professor Ruth Inge Heinze told him, “You must meet Master
Hua.” Hence he went to Gold Mountain Monastery. When he saw Master
Hua for the first time, he had a surprisingly strong reaction which he
only experienced when meeting his teacher Ajahn Chah and
Master Hua.

Ron Epstein, Emeritus President of Dharma Realm
Buddhist University, recalled that when he looked for
a Buddhist teacher, he came to San Francisco to follow a
Japanese Zen master to learn Zen meditation. However,
when he passed Bush Street, he met up with Master Hua
and felt that Master Hua was more solid than his Japanese
teacher. Professor Epstein rented a room from Master Hua
in January 1966 and has followed him ever since. Ajahn
Sumedho said with a smile, “That’s the year when I was
ordained as a shramanera.”

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua once said that he and
Ajahn Sumedho were fellow cultivators in their previous lives. Therefore
Master Hua gave a piece of land to Ajahn Sumedho so he could build
Abhayagiri Monastery. The last time Ajahn Sumedho paid a visit to
CTTB and gave a talk was in 2014. This time he answered questions at
the Buddha Hall from 4 to S5pm on July 20. The questions and answers

will be published in the next issue of our publication. %
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