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Inauguration Ceremony for the Images of the Youth Sudhana
and the Dragon Girl after the 3-Day Buddha Recitation Session
at Snow Mountain Monastery

Chinese by Bangyuan Liu

English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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Snow Mountain Monastery, 60 miles east of Seattle, held a three-day
Buddha recitation session from July 1 to July 4, 2017. Dharma Master Lai
serves as the director there. In front of the monastery is a perennial snow-
capped mountain and the North Fork of the Skykomish River is on the side.
The water of the meandering river is very clear, gurgling through the valley.
The monastery is surrounded by forests with a green and lush lawn in the
middle. In the hot summer, participating in the Buddha Recitation session
makes the heat disappear entirely.

These few days were a long weekend in the U.S. Many people attended the
session and some even brought along their elders and children. We respectfully
requested that Dharma Master Lai and the nuns at Gold Summit Monastery
host the session. Other nuns and lay people from Canada, Australia and branch
monasteries in California also came together to support this great gathering and
made this Dharma assembly ever more supreme and adorned. Everyone was
filled with Dharma joy. Many volunteers assisted in cleaning the surrounding
grounds prior to the session, setting up tents, handling equipment, preparing
food and drinks as well as cleaning up after the session was finished.

After the great transference on the last day, the inauguration ceremony
was held for the images of the Youth Sudhana and the Dragon Gitl. The reason
for this ceremony was because we have had an outdoor statue of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva on the lawn for many years now. Four years ago, Dharma Master
Lai suggested that we build a Guan Yin Pavilion. People felt that having the
statues of the Youth Sudhana and the Dragon Girl next to the Bodhisattva
would make the site even more majestic. Therefore, we selected stone and
style for the images which were made overseas. The two statues finally arrived
at Snow Mountain Monastery this spring. Since we were holding a Buddha

Recitation session, we also planned the inauguration ceremony for the two
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statues as well. Dharma Master Lai and the other monastics cut the ribbon
while the great assembly recited the Buddha’s name.

In the Dharma assembly, Dharma Master Lai instructed us, “The Youth
Sudhana was born in Gaya. After his birth, many jewels and precious items
appeared. As a result, his parents named him, ‘Sudhana (Good Wealth).” After
he grew up, he followed the guidance of Manjushri Bodhisattva and went south
seeking good and wise teachers. The 27th teacher he visited was Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva, from whom the Youth Sudhana received the most teachings and
was recognized as this Bodhisattva’s assistant.

Dragon Girl is the daughter of Sagara Dragon king. When Manjushri
Bodhisattva spoke the Dharma Flower Sutra in the dragon palace, the Dragon
Girl was only 8 years old. Upon hearing the Dharma, she entered into deep
samadhi and completely comprehended the Dharma. In an instant of time,
she resolved upon Bodhi and offered her most cherished dragon-pearl to the
Buddha. At the moment of her offering, she suddenly realized Buddhahood.
Therefore, most people place the Youth Sudhana and the Dragon Girl by the
sides of Guan Yin Bodhisattva.”

The inauguration ceremony for the Youth Sudhana and the Dragon Girl was
the perfect end for the three-day Buddha Recitation session. Dharma Master
Lai always emphasized that reciting the Buddha’s name is just investigating
Chan and practicing all Dharma-doors. During the three-day session, everyone
recited Amitabha with their mouth, observed Amitabha with their eyes, heard
Amitabha with their ears, and recollected Amitabha with their mind. In the
glow of Amitabha Buddha’s infinite light, we set a good foundation toward the

goal of “focusing one’s mind to one point, nothing is unachievable.” &
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