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(Continued from the front inner cover)

The six shramanerikas’ new Dharma names are: Jin Yen (Chin An),
Jin Chun (Chin Xi), Jin You (Chin Xiu), Jin Wen (Chin Dao), Jin Ching
(Chin Lang), and Jin Yu (Chin Fa). Originally from Taiwan, China,
Vietnam, and Malaysia, they have received at least two years of pre-novice
training in DRBA.

Preparation for the occasion began on July 11, with all the candidates
gathering at the City of the Dharma Realm (CDR) in West Sacramento.
After the candidates passed the examination everyone chanted the verse
and recited the mantra for headshaving.

The golden blade shaves off the hair of affliction;
A wisdom sword severs the root of ignorance.
Manifesting as a monastic to receive alms,

In the future one will be a teacher of gods and people.
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That evening, Dharma Master Liang shared her own conditions for
leaving home. Although the Women’s Lib movement was strong at that
time, she felt that the liberation they sought was too narrow and their
methods too contentious. To her, the Buddhadharma offered the path to
the greatest liberation. The Venerable Master was both a strong traditionalist
as well as a reformer who fully supported women in the Sangha. Dharma
Master Liang talked about how as laypeople, the candidates had practiced
various types of giving, but that by leaving home, they were practicing the
greatest type of giving — the giving of themselves. They would give up their
identities, appearances, families and careers, in order to give themselves fully
to cultivation.

Dharma Master Gwei emphasized that the most important and difficult
work in cultivation is to change our temperament and habits. Cultivation
requires virtue. The Venerable Master gave four methods for developing
virtue, which nourishes our inherent nature: we have to (1) be able to bear
mistreatment, (2) be able to take a loss, (3) avoid taking advantage of others,
and (4) benefit others. Dharma Master Shr added that leaving home is
about facing ourselves — our afflictions, habits, and birth and death — and
taking responsibility. The Master told her that if one does not get mad in any
circumstances, the wisdom of one’s own nature will emerge. Nothing made
the Master happier than when a disciple could change his faults.

The following morning, the candidates and all those who had come to
support them bowed to Guanyin Bodhisattva for an hour to commemorate
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment, then bowed to Shakyamuni Buddha,
while waiting for Rev. Heng Sure and Jin He Shr to arrive from Berkeley
Buddhist Monastery, to conduct the Ceremony for Leaving Home at 9:00
a.m. The parents of two candidates had flown from Taiwan and Los Angeles,
respectively. They and many other relatives and friends packed the Buddha
Hall and witnessed the headshaving ceremony.

After the transmission of the Ten Novice Precepts, Rev. Heng Sure
encouraged the six novices with the line “Seeking Buddha’s way above and
transform living beings below.” He also advised them to challenge their limits
by saying, “Don’t think you are only novice shramanerikas, how could you
become Buddhas and cross over living beings? Think about yourselves--where
were you two or three years ago? Maybe you came to the monastery not long
ago and yet you've achieved a lot. Do not stop. Be a good shramanerika from
today on and be a good bhikshuni in the future. Then you can become an
arhat, a Bodhisattva, and eventually you will be able to realize Buddhahood.”

Dharma Master Chih said that while members of the Sangha may come
from very diverse backgrounds and cultures, we must find the common
ground that unites us all — the Buddha nature, and that is the key that allows
us to cooperate and practice in harmony. The six new novices, dignified with
their shaven heads and robes, represent new hope for the flourishing of the
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