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Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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By Shan Chao / English Translation by Wendy Huang and Benny Lee
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Every year at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Birthday, Enlightenment Day, and Leaving Home Day, there is a seven-day Guan
Yin Session held usually before or after. From July 9 to July 15, 2017, there was a
Guan Yin Session which was the second Guan Yin Session for this year. On Sunday,
July 9, there was the Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Day
Dharma Assembly. At 5am that day, there was the transmission of the Eight
Fasting Precepts and at 12:30pm, there was the transmission of the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts. In the morning, there was the usual Three Steps One Bow,
recitation of the Universal Door Chapter, recitation of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
holy name, and also universal bowing.

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, Abbot of CTTB, during lunch at noon had
pointed out that in order to accomplish the Way, we must first cultivate the Way.
The Way is not in the sky but within our minds. Venerable Master Hua spoke
this verse, “Everything is a test to see what you will do. If you fail to recognize
the state, you will have to start anew!” Dharma Master Lyu feels that the last
part, “you will have to start anew,” means that we should start anew with our
minds. Also in this phrase, “The sea of suffering is boundless. A turn of the head

is the other shore,” “a turn of the head” means to turn our minds around and no
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longer be slaves to our desires. Then, in every moment we will be at the shore of
liberation. It was a very hot summer day and so Dharma Master Lyu suggested
that everyone relax their shoulders, regulate and slow down their breathing and
breathe out through the mouth. When your mind is calm, then you will naturally

feel cool. Everyone brought forth gy 94

the mind of great compassion by "
transferring the merit and virtue
of reciting Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
name to the beings in the hells
hoping they will leave suffering
and arttain bliss and the fire in
the hells will turn to red lotuses.
Dharma Master Lyu expressed
that being grateful for the great kindness and compassion of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva means we should learn Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s spirit of benefiting
living beings. We need to frequently reflect within ourselves and apply effort in
our every thought in order to be able to walk on the great Bodhi Path to attain
Buddhahood. As Venerable Master Hua had said those who come to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas will definitely become Buddhas in the future.

Bhikshu Dharma Master Jin Chan narrated a story about how Columbian
President Juan Manuel Santos won the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize. Instead of using
violence, he used kindness and compassion to bring the country’s 52-year-long
civil war to an end. From this, he pointed out that all people have elements of
unrest internally that causes conflict. Those elements include sickness, old age,
death, anger, up to and including toiling in the eight kinds of suffering at the
time of death and the struggle with truth and falsity. At that time, the seeds
within the eighth consciousness from limitless eons ago begin to chaotically

germinate. We don’t know which seed will appear first. This is precisely what the

Consciousness Only School call, “the state of a chaotic mind.” Dharma Master

Jin Chan suggested everyone sincerely recite Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name, and
vow to be reborn in the Pure Land because that is the most effective method to
control this. For those who do not finger recitation beads and instead are always

busy on their phones, Dharma Master Jin Chan recommends that every time
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you swipe your phone, or click on a link, simultaneously recite a Buddha’s or
Bodhisattva’s name. This way you will be able to naturally recite Buddha’s or
Bodhisattva’s name more often.

Dharma Master Heng Chih, the most senior bhikshuni in DRBA, recited the
great vows of Guan Yin Bodhisattva. She pointed out that Guan Yin Bodhisattva
listens to the language of all creatures, never fails to respond to living beings’ cry
for help. We make a vow that we will quickly learn all there is to know and we
will master the Buddha’s teachings. Dharma Master Heng Chih said that when
we make a vow, it is a promise that we will develop our inherent wisdom. We
learn to use our wisdom to contemplate and we also learn to use skillful ways to
help others. We are focused on rescuing living beings and we sail forth through
living beings’ sea of suffering. We also need to make a promise to the Bodhisattva
to carefully uphold the precepts, to increase the strength of our samadhi without
ever becoming weary, and to walk towards the path of enlightenment. When the
Bodhisattva hears our worries, he reminds us that our Buddha nature is within
ourselves. He propels us across the sea of suffering neither too quickly nor too
slowly, and so one arrives at the shore of Nirvana.

In addition to Buddhist practitioners from across the United States, there
were also practitioners from Asia, London, and Moscow, who attended the
seven-day Guan Yin session. Bhikshuni Zong Kai from Indonesia, attended
the Guan Yin session and expressed that the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) deeply possesses an atmosphere of cultivation. She believes that the
future development of Mahayana Buddhism in the western world will take
place at Venerable Master Hua’s monasteries. Another bhikshuni from Taiwan
mentioned that most Guan Yin sessions in Taiwan last for only a single day.
Because of her admiration for Venerable Master Hua, she came a long way to
CTTB from Taiwan to attend the Guan Yin session, and immersed herself in
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s compassionate vows. Two Vietnamese Bhikshunis from
Midwest United States said they have been reading Venerable Master Hua’s
Dharma talks for many years now. This summer, they have the opportunity to
come to CTTB. Since there are only two bhikshunis at their monastery, they
were able to close the monastery for a week, and focus on the seven-day Guan
Yin session at CTTB.

Xiaolu Jie from Nanchang University in Jiangxi province took advantage
of her summer break and accompanied her mother to CTTB to specifically pay
respects to the sharira of Venerable Master Hua. However, not only were they
able to view the sharira, they also attended the seven-day Guan Yin session that
was not a part of their plan, but left them overjoyed. Professor Qianhe Man
from the School of Art and Design at Beijing Institute of Technology said her six
year old son decided to take refuge on the first day of the seven-day Guan Yin
session, and also proactively participated in the Eight Fasting Precepts ceremony.
This opportunity allowed her to grow together with her son. A westerner who
was a former Christian expressed that he was able to feel Guan Yin Bodhisatva’s
compassion throughout the seven-day session. He said, if love could be valued
by money, he only brought a penny with him; however, he was able to take away

love and energy that is comparable to a treasure box worth billions of dollars. %
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