&

ER =

BobHi STAND

bR ERE DT B
= ¥ F 1

F A X
tb i BT

19794 > SR ZRHE SCRHE A kBT 2
F o MY SCRHmGE AR G (E S T

HA—E A REIHAER - RARETERERE
I s RV ES E R - SAE
[ EH B - BIET 2% 85 o fEARHY[E]
At -

,w’iﬁ%é FEENE(FEERE — I
FE > sEigRss 2 AMERCHE o iARIE—
FJ‘Z%EE%%/\ ERIIC I NEE T PY > FEIE
A ~ BLSE > BASCA B2 HT - SEEERIR
RS EIRT > ARSI RS B
I ot0 o AR e S G R e
JRRTEREERRE -

2006 F 5B A B E R - MK TR
RS - FRta AR FRITEE
EETER S o O RN E LR
FHEE - ANEHREIGENAERE
ST R AL A RS ZR - BRI FE]
S FREE AR BT - A H 20074F - &
2 © 200812014457 BIEIE (REE 2
FARIERER > ERFER RO EE R
YRR E FAFES B -

30| EMERE —o—LFENS

By Cixin Tong
English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jian

Volunteer Dentist at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas—Chung Truong
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In 1979, Chung Truong escaped Saigon on a boat with his parents.
His parents never thought their one month old baby they cradled
in their arms then, would grow up to volunteer at the largest
Buddhist monastery in northern California, and also return to
Vietnam, his native country, to help many impoverished and
helpless people there.

Surviving the angry seas and staying at an Indonesian refugee
camp for a year, Chung absolutely does not have any recollection
of these events. His only knowledge is that he arrived at San Jose,
northern California, with his family when he was a little over a year
old, grew up, worked, and opened a dental clinic there. Chung
encountered Buddhism early on in his life. When he was about
five, he would frequently recite Amitabha Buddha’s holy name
along with his mother and in high school he started listening to
lectures given by Dharma Masters.

After finishing dental school in 2006, he encountered an
extremely challenging test and so he started going to Berkeley
Monastery to seek guidance from Dharma Master Heng Sure. He
also sought advice from Dharma Master Heng Shan in southern
California. He finally was able to get out of the abyss six months
later. Chung felt that he had started a new life and in that year he
came to CTTB to take refuge as a Buddhist disciple and in 2007,
he became a vegetarian. In 2008 and 2014, he came to CTTB to
take the Five Precepts and Bodhisattva Precepts, respectively. This
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was when he became a dentist who periodically volunteered at CTTB.

In 2007, he met Erlene Chiang, a Chinese medicine doctor. At that
time, Erlene Chiang organized the Chong Hua volunteer medical group
every other month and the group had been coming to CTTB for over
seven years. Erlene Chiang asked Chung to join the Chong Hua volunteer
medical team and Chung gladly agreed. During the past 10 years, he
would come with the Chong Hua volunteer medical team to CTTB to
provide dental care for the Dharma Masters and volunteers.

Chung has plenty of experience with volunteer work. In college, he
met the founder of Sahaya International and joined their organization to
help the poor in India, Kenya, Philippines, Uganda, and other countries.
In 2013, Sahaya International cooperated with a Vietnamese Buddhist
temple to build new homes for poor families in Vietnam who were living
in leaking plastic sheds. So far, they have built almost 200 new homes.

The Sahaya International Vietnamese project has also set up a scholarship
fund that has helped over 200 underprivileged students attend college.
They have also donated bicycles to the schools in Vietnam to make it easier
for students in the countryside to go to school. In addition, the Sahaya
International Vietnamese project also repairs bridges, purifies water,
provides medical treatment, and other services. Chung has loved to draw
ever since he was a child and frequently donates his drawings to Sahaya
International to sell and raise funds.

Chung is busy practicing dental care, providing volunteer treatment,
doing charitable activities, taking care of his family but he also finds time
to recite Sutras and meditate. His favorite sutra to recite is the Avatamsaka
Sutra. The verse in the Pure Conduct Chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra,
“When reciting sutras, I vow that living beings will accord with the

Buddha’s teaching, always uphold it and never forget,” is precisely his vow.
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