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The Power of Umversally
Accumulating Bodhi
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in 1969
on the Chapter of Samantabhadras Conduct and Vows
English Translation by the Buddhist Text Translation Society
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Everything we have comes about because of accumulation. The great
comes from the small; one goes from near to far; and one enters the deep
from the shallow. Bodhi is also cultivated to perfection step by step; it
does not happen in one day. Shakyamuni Buddha cultivated blessings
and wisdom for three great asamkhyeya kalpas. This was to accumulate
Bodhi. For one hundred kalpas he perfected the minor characteristics.
‘This was also to accumulate Bodhi.

What does it mean to accumulate Bodhi? Last year when you
began to study the Buddhadharma, that is to study Bodhi. To study the
Buddhadharma is to study Bodhi and to study Bodhi is to accumulate
Bodhi. To accumulate means to amass, to collect together. From the
time you began your study of Bodhi until the present, Bodhi and your
understanding of the Buddhadharma have increased day by day. When
you first began studying the Buddhadharma, you did not understand
what I was saying. After a time you could understand a little, until finally
after having listened for a long time, you could understand everything.
You say, “Oh, it’s exactly this!” You understand completely. This process
is called accumulating Bodhi. How were you able to understand? You

have accumulated Bodhi. You need a mindset of perseverance in order
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to accumulate Bodhi. It will not work if you accumulate today but not
tomorrow, because when you stop the process, you lose what you have
studied, and you won’t understand.

For example, a young novice told everyone he would be gone for two
weeks, but he was gone for six weeks. He was away three times as long as
he said he would be. In this instance, he lost a lot of Bodhi, but he does
not feel this is the case. He is not aware that he has lost anything. Not
gaining was just his loss. Instead of studying the Buddhadharma, he went
off to drift around. During this time he was not accumulating Bodhi, but
instead he has become scattered and dispersed.

From this explanation, it is easy to understand the principle of
accumulating Bodhi. If you study the Buddhadharma, you accumulate
Bodhi. If you do not study, you lose Bodhi. Bodhi is enlightenment, and
so if you lose Bodhi, you are not enlightened. If you are not enlightened,
you are not aware that you are in the wrong and you are not aware that
your time passes in vain. If you have a good opportunity to study Bodhi,
isn’t it stupid to run off all over the place in your confusion instead? It is
stupid, and stupid people cannot accumulate Bodhi.

If you have the strength of samadhi, wisdom, and spiritual
powers, then you can accumulate Bodhi. The strength of Bodhi refers
to the strength of your enlightenment, and enlightenment refers to
understanding things you did not previously understand. For example,
now you can say, “Before, I didn’t understand the Buddhadharma, but
now I understand it. Before, I didnt understand that cultivating the
precepts was important, but now I understand that I must maintain the
precepts. To drink alcohol is to not follow the precepts. To do harmful or
evil acts is to not follow the precepts. To be irresponsible and indulge in
stupid things is to not accumulate Bodhi. If you do what is wrong, not

only are you breaking precepts and failing to accumulate Bodhi, you are

actually losing Bodhi. &






