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CHAPTER SEVEN:
THE Names oF THE THUs CoME ONES

1%43THe  Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Then, this person may say, “I'm a monk and I don’t wish for anyone to bow
to me.” Well, if you don’t want anyone to bow to you, then you can return
to the lay life. You do not like others to bow to you—this shows that you
feel you are unqualified to be a monastic. If you are a monastic, you deserve
the offerings of humans and gods.

Whatever sutra it is, we should respect it, protect it, and never put it
in an unclean place. For example, someone took a sutra to the restroom
for recitation, afterwards placed it onto the ground. This is the most
disrespectful you could be towards a sutra. Even if you are most diligent in
studying the sutras, you cannot take a sutra to the restroom to read, recite,
or bei jing (memorize the sutra)—should you do that, you are really bei jing
(going against the teaching of the sutra).

Furthermore, regardless of what sutra it is, if it is in your hands, you
should keep it complete. You shouldn’t break up, scatter, or displace a set of
sutras and take one volume out of a set and carry it off to someplace else.
Sutras all have their retinues and the integrity of sutras should be preserved
from the beginning “thus I have heard” to the end that usually says
“everyone joyously welcomed, bowed and withdrew.” No volume should be
omitted or lost. A few days ago in the library, I noticed that a single copy
of the Avatamsaka Sutra had been taken out, placed with a bundle of other
random books—very disorganized. It should not be this way.

We who practice the Buddhadharma should admit any offenses we've
committed. It’s NOT alright to have offenses and not let other people know,
nor try to shift the blame onto others. This is not the way to behave. Instead,
we should be very honest and straightforward about it. Regardless of how
grave the offense is, we have to admit it. By not admitting, we inadvertently

commit another offense of breaking the precept against lying. This is because
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when we conceal and ‘protect’ our own offenses, we will be committing twice
the offense, creating another offense on top of the original one. Because of
this, the Bodhisattvas will not help us at all. Even if we cultivate for a million
great kalpas, we will never have any accomplishment.

For those who cultivate the Way—a straight mind is the place of awakening.
If we have an offense we should admit it. If we dont admit our offenses,
our mind will not be straightforward. And if we don’t have a straightforward
mind, we won't get any response from the Buddhadharma. If we cannot be
in accord with the Buddhadharma in our practice, regardless of how hard we
cultivate, we won’t have any response. This is extremely important.

Those of us who cultivate the Buddhadharma should pay special attention
to and be especially protective of the Buddhadharma. For example, we should
preserve the sutras we translate, regardless of whether they are correct or not.
We cannot burn them up or throw them into the ocean. These are actions
that destroy the Dharma, and any Buddhist who does this is just destroying
the Dharma from within—this person destroys it by slighting or treating the
Dharma as of no value. It doesn’t make any difference whether the sutra is with
or without a commentary, or whether it is correctly or incorrectly translated.
Such an act of destruction is just destroying one’s seed for the realization of
Buddhahood.

For example, there was a person who burned the Sutras he had translated.
This person will forever have no wisdom. Take a look at the stupidity of a
pig. Why is it so stupid? This is a result of the person’s failing to be respectful
towards the Buddhadharma, or from the person’s acts of destroying the
Buddhadharma. So for hundreds of kalpas, such a being had fallen into the
hells. Afterwards, when he got out of the hells, he still remained a very stupid
living being and didn’t have any wisdom. If we understand this, we will know
that any activity which tends to destroy the Buddhadharma is the worst act
one can do. But if we don’t understand the Buddhadharma and look upon
such actions and think, “Oh, what he has done is good indeed,” then we are

just boring into the hells along with this person.
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The nature of Buddhalands’ essence—what is the “nature of essence
of a Buddhaland”? The Buddhas’ awesome virtue—what Dharma-doors
are cultivated to attain the awesome virtue of Buddhas? The perfection of
Buddhalands—what Dharmas do the Buddhas cultivate to perfect such
Buddhalands? And the Buddhas’ great Bodhi—how do the Buddhas realize
great enlightenment? Within all the minds of these Bodhisattvas, these

thoughts arose, so they asked the Buddha for instructions.
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People who really want to cultivate the Way shouldn’t have a mind of

selfishness. Selfishness is anything that is done with the self in mind, for the
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sake of our own benefit. This selfishness stirs up afflictions or anger in others.
If we didn’t have a selfish mind, we would not lose our temper to anyone at
all. Before we lose our temper, we must first reflect on ourselves, “Oh! If T am
getting angry, it means that I have selfishness in me. Cultivators have to get
rid of selfishness.” Selfishness is a form of greed, anger, or delusion. If you have
selfish thoughts, then you also have greed, anger, and delusion.

So anyone who wishes to cultivate the Way should first train to free
themselves from having any selfishness. Where do we start in this altruistic
training? Just start by not thinking for ourselves, not thinking for the sake
of our affairs, and not thinking about what will happen to us in the future.
Even thinking about our future enlightenment is a kind of selfishness. Our
cultivation is just cultivation, don’t think about whether we will succeed in
the future or not—success or not is not a problem; just go straight on and
cultivate.

You may say, “Then we are not gaining anything whatsoever.” What do
you intend to gain? If you say you want to gain something, then you have
yet to shatter your notion of self. You may say it is impossible to shatter the
notion of self. Although we can’t shatter it now, we should strive towards
shattering it. This notion of self is one of the big attachments. Once we have
eliminated of our notion of self, then what is there to keep us from becoming
free? Who is in bondage? Who is not free? There is no more notion of self left,
so why is there any bondage?

Going with you two to Asia, (the two three-step-one-bow disciples during
1973-1974) 1 got scolded everywhere I went. Everywhere there were people
writing letters to scold me, I have not told you this before. What did they
scold me about? They said I absolutely did not know how to teach people,
“Your disciples are very arrogant, and they are deceivers of their Master and
destroyers of the Patriarchs.” That was how their letters went. They also said
that wherever my disciples went, I treated them as if they were the Patriarchs.
I only sat after they sat down, especially wherever they went, they would
immediately sit in the higher seat, and I would sit in the lower one. How can
my disciples understand the Buddhadharma?

In the United States, there’s democracy and freedom, so one does not need
to observe too many cumbersome or tedious protocols. In Asia, there is always
a distinction in seating arrangement according to seniority. For example, the
distinction between master
and disciple is very clear,
which is very much unlike
the democratic countries.
Being here, 1 generally try
* to do things according to

the democratic principle.

s0To be continued
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