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2017 Developing Virtue Secondary Schools
Graduation Ceremonies
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Boys School Graduation at CTTB
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By Jiao Yu
English Translation by Miguel Gracia-Zhang

Developing Virtue Boys' School’s 34th graduation ceremony was
held on June 8, 2017. There were seven high school graduates: Jensen
Tan, Alvis Chew, Lucas Chew, Ryan Liu, Deon Van, Ananda Aw, and
Makela Yepez. As they entered the Confucius Hall amidst the cheers
and applause of their friends and schoolmates, the atmosphere was
full of excitement.

The principal Mr. Juan Gracia spoke first and thanked all the
teachers, volunteers, kitchen staff and alumni for their dedication.
He honored the former principal Mr. Bostick who was the longest
serving principal of the Boys School - 12 years and volunteer teacher
Alan Yang who taught AP Computer Science A for two years for their
contribution. He also wished the graduates a bright future.

The graduates were then given awards. Three seniors received the
Presidential Award for outstanding academic performance: Ryan Liu,
Jensen Tan, and Ananda Aw; as did two junior high graduates: Owen
Ooh and Nuoyan Wang. Ananda Aw and Eric Chuah, an 11th grader,
received the Jerry Huang Memorial Scholarship, which recognizes
outstanding character and conduct.

Mr. Brian Yepez, one of the leaders of the Pomo Indian Tribe and
father of a graduate, said on behalf of the parents that though many

of the world’s items have to be bought, sunlight is both necessary and
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free. Mr, Yepez pointed out that in the school, many teachers are the
sunlight in other’s lives, and he encouraged the graduates to be the
sunlight in other people’s life in the future.

Another parent speaker, Connie Ho, reminded the graduates not
to forget the Venerable Master’s Six Guiding Principles, to be a useful
person to society in the future, and to not take up the unwholesome
habits that some college students develop such as drinking and

smoking.

For the first time, the Developing Virtue Boys School Basketball

Team was this year’s champion of both the Association of Northern
California Chinese Schools (ANCCS) Basketball Championship and
the Ukiah League Championship. Alumni Jackson Chen received
the Assistant Coach Appreciation Award and presented the Sports
Achievement Award to Jensen Tan, who was the top scorer, best
3-point shooter, and Most Valuable Player of 2017. Another alumni,
Alex Aw, encouraged the graduates to continue to study as high school
graduation is just the beginning of a journey in life.

Dr. Raymond Yeh, former Chair of the Computer Science
Department at University of Texas - Austin, was invited to serve as
the keynote speaker. He pointed out that a survey of the millennial
generation found that 80% of the respondents’” goals were to become
rich and more than 50% also wanted fame. Dr. Yeh therefore explored
“What Is Success?” He explained that in a study by Adam Grant of
3,000 companies and institutions, the leader (of the company) was
always a “giver.” Dr. Yeh also told the story of Viktor Frankl, who
survived the Nazi concentration camps and then wrote “Man’s Search
for Meaning.” In the book, Frankl says, “Success, like happiness, cannot
be pursued; it must ensue, and it only does so as the unintended side

effect of one’s personal dedication to a cause greater than oneself...”
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Dr. Yeh encouraged graduates to not be discouraged when they face
difficulties in the future, for if they recall these people’s examples and how
they truly faced themselves, they could smile and be satisfied, knowing
that they had done their best.

The audience laughed, cried, and applauded as the seven graduates
gave their speeches and then received their diplomas from the principal
Mr. Juan Gracia. Of the graduates, three will return to Kuala Lumpur to
study in the Malaysian branch of Nottingham University and another
university there. The other graduates will attend UC Berkeley, UCLA,
City College of San Francisco, and Mendocino College, where they will
be studying biomedical engineering, electrical engineering, business,

education, theater, game design and more.





