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In Memory of
the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association members Bhikshu Heng Lai,
Bhikshuni Heng Liang, Madelena Tan and Professor John Vu gave talks
sharing their memory of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on June 3, 2017
in the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Dharma Master Heng Lai, president of the Buddhist monthly journal
Vajra Bodhi Sea, said that one thing he really noticed about the Master
was if you've ever read the Life of the Buddha and then you look at how
the Master lived and how he taught, there is a parallel; it's almost like
the same thing. Dharma Master Lai told about his experiences with
the Master. One instance was that he asked the Master if he could get a
motorcycle using savings from his mother, for him to save a lot of gas. The
Master said, “OK, you can do that.”

For a couple of weeks, Dharma Master Lai was going back and
forth driving on his motorcycle between San Francisco and City of Ten

Thousand Buddhas. One time there was a fully dressed Native American
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Indian standing in the road. He had buckskins on and even had a feather
in his hair. He told Dharma Master Lai, “It’s very dangerous on the next
curve. Somebody spilled a bunch of oil up there, you're going to for sure
slip so be careful.” Dharma Master Lai thanked him and was very careful.
He saw the oil slick and was able to avoid it.

When he safely got back to City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, he went to
the Master and talked about the incident with the Indian. The Master said,
“You can’t even recognize Guan Yin Bodhisattva? You're really pathetic.”
Dharma Master Lai then realized that he was being protected as he rode
this motorcycle. A couple weeks later, the Master advised Dharma Master
Lai to sell this motorcycle because “Guan Yin Bodhisattva was tired of
watching over you.” So Dharma Master Lai sold it.

Looking back at those days, Dharma Master Lai felt that the Master
taught us the way the Buddha taught his disciples. He'd let them go
“off track” to do something crazy. Theyd get in trouble and the Buddha
would have to come and save them. “It’s the same thing with the Master,
he taught in the same kind of way.”

Dharma Master Heng Liang did a brief overview of Venerable Master
Huas’s life and then presented an overview of his first legacies which was
to establish Sangha in accord with the Proper Dharma and essential
teachings of the Buddha. Dharma Liang said that the Master sent his
American left-home disciples to Taiwan for full-ordination in 1969 and
1971. After that, he began to hold the first Buddhist ordinations on US
soil, with the first being in Gold Mountain Monastery in 1972. The
second one was held in the current DRBU building at CTTB in 1976;
the third in the old Medicine Master Hall which is now the small dining
hall at CTTB in 1979; the fourth in 1982 in which the Venerable Master
invited 10 precept Masters from Thervada and Mahayana traditions and
it was also the first year it was held in the Ordination Hall. And then the
fifth until the 13th threefold platform ordinations were held in 1989,
1991, 1992, 1995, 2000, 2002, 2005,
2009 and 2013.

Dharma Master Liang also said that
the Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist
Insticute (WEBI) project will be the first
DRBA complex built from the ground up.
Like all of the Venerable Master’s projects,
it will be both traditional, reformative and
international in character and scope. “The
Venerable Master said that once this facility
is established, the Proper Dharma will be
able to continue for countless generations
into the future and benefit countless living
beings. So this is extremely important
And because

its extremely important, its extremely

for future generations.
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difficult. And because it’s so difficult, we need all of your good wishes and

support to accomplish this vital work. By next year, with all of your help
and good wishes, the initial phase of this vision of Shrfu’s will become a
reality, in time to celebrate his 100th Birthday. ”

Professor John Vu, one of the WEBI project management team
members, said that because of problems we have had to redesign and
obtain additional permission to build. At this time we have completed
phase 1 design and architecture; we will have bidding for construction
once we receive permission from the government to build. In the
meantime, we'll continue to work on the design of phase 2 which is the
Buddha Hall, dining hall and the library. According to our schedule, we
expect to complete the architectural and design of phase 2 in one to two
years. We hope by the time we finish the construction of phase 1A, we
can start the construction of the Buddha Hall probably within two to
three years.

Professor Vu urged everyone to transfer merit and virtue to this project.
He said, “Because there are many, many things that happen unexpectedly
that have delayed the project, I really believe that by dedicating merit and
praying to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas it will help solve the problems
and we will be able to complete all three phases in the next five to six
years. This is a very important project, one which the Venerable Master
asked us to do, to fulfill his vision.”

Madelena Tan, one of the Tan sisters who applied for the Master to
come to the United States, said that the Master’s application was approved
at the end of 1960. Because the Master had to go to Australia to spread
the Dharma, at the end of 1961 he went back to Hong Kong and then
prepared to come to US. When the Master came to the US in 1962, there
was the Cuban crisis, the Hopi Indians who lived in poor conditions,

typhoons in Hong Kong and an earthquake in Iran. The Master saw all
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these issues happening and he decided to fast; he fasted for 35 days.
During 1962-1963, altogether the Master fasted for a total of 17 weeks
— 119 days.

In 1968, Ron Epstien and his student friends requested the Master to
go to Seattle, Washington to teach them. The Master told them instead
to come to San Francisco’s Chinatown. That's why there was the 1968
Shurangama session. Why did the Master tell them to come to San
Francisco? He said if he left San Francisco, San Francisco would have
an earthquake. During the
Shurangama session, this is
the first time in the US that
the Master transmitted the
Five Precepts. Following
the session, some people
even took the Bodhisattva
Precepts, and some did the
incense burns to offer to
the Buddhas. Some of the
students attended the 98-
day Chan session in early

1971. Among them, some



PRE EANEE - WSS - FRERLSF
IZEHI ANBOREIS0N - dfEEH o —& - (HERZ
HIRZREEER - NI Y BTG AR 2
HIZE - BAH — X SE TSRS > BRH
B — WA FE B A SeAE AR H SR 4a 2 LT

& R B IR T R e R By - SRR G BT
WHBRK » WEFIFEASE B - RERE
F o BLE B AR B AIZER - iR
AR > BRAEFBHIEAAE - EAHZESR
% BRATA T ENERHYESE - @

fasted over 72 days.

Back then, the Master didn’t have much money. Some people went to
the dumpsters to pick out vegetables and took it back to Gold Mountain
Monastery. This is true. At that time there were many disciples studying
with the Master and stayed at Gold Mountain Monastery. Everyday we
had around 50 people, although they ate one meal a day, there were still a
lot of people to feed. We sorted through grocery store bins for vegetables
that the grocers didn’t want. Eventually the veggie man at a local specialty
store would have a box or two leftover yet better vegetables for us.

Madelena remembers the grand opening of CTTB where there
was a big celebration. She was one of the people who helped collect
donations and offerings.
Some people even donated
10 cents or 25 cents. She
told the Master, “We had
many people to feed but
we received a little money,
not like in Hong Kong.”
The Master just smiled
which cast an indelible

impression on her mind. &
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I recall the Good Teacher
Who gathers me in and benefits me.
For my sake she reveals the true and actual
Dharmas of the Proper Teaching.
She closes all the evil paths
And discloses the paths to becoming humans and gods.
She also reveals how all the Thus Come Ones
Accomplish the Path of All-Wisdom.
—Flower Adornment Sutra, Chapter 39
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