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88. Receiving the Precepts at Mount Potola

In 1947, at the age of thirty (twenty-nine in Western terms), the Venerable
Master went to Mount Potola and received the complete precepts at the

Bodhimanda of Guanyin Bodhisattva.

[In the Venerable Master’s Own Words]

‘When I arrived at Shenjiamen in Ningbo, I found a boat that did not charge
money for transportation, food or shelter. Sleeping on deck, I finally reached
Mount Potola. There are four famous Buddhist mountains in China: Wutai,
Emei, Jiuhua, and Mount Potola; each mountain has hundreds of monasteries.
I have only heard of Wutai, Emei, and Jiuhua Mountain. On Mount Potola,
there are many monasteries and monastics, and Guan Yin Bodhisattva
frequently manifests her appearance there. For example, Puji Monastery’s great
hall doesn’t seem to be large, yet it can accommodate one thousand or ten
thousand people! Even if there were one hundred thousand people, the hall
could still accommodate them, so this is an inconceivable precious hall.

The people of Mount Potola really liked to eat stinky sugarcane. I don't
know how they made it; the smell is overwhelming! I'm not a picky person and
eat both tasty and disgusting things alike, but when I got there, it was extremely
difficult for me to eat that smelly food. Yet the local people just loved it, so
people from different places truly like different things.

At that time, it did not cost any money to receive the precepts at Mount
Potola. Therefore, I was able to fulfill my vow and receive the precepts. During
the transmission of the precepts, we practiced universal bowing and bowed to

the patriarchs each day; every morning and evening, we bowed three times to
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the Indian and Chinese patriarchs of past dynasties. To bow to the patriarchs
of all directions we had to go up to the mountain and pass through the
main hall to reach the Patriarch Hall. There were many steps and it took five
minutes to go up and down the mountain. Every day we had to do this just
to bow three times. Why did we have to bow to the patriarchs? Because we
were being filial to the Indian and Chinese patriarchs of past dynasties. If we
wish to leave the home-life and receive the precepts, we have to be respectful
to past patriarchs; thus, during the precepts transmission period, we had to
bow everyday. The Dharma Master leading the bowing would say, “Line up!
Face each other! Face the Buddha! Bow three times!” That was how it was.

In China, people stand facing each other, but in America, during the
morning and evening recitation, we all face the Buddha instead. We can
say, “Line up! Stand respectfully and face the Buddha!” and then bow to
the patriarchs. The custom here is that we all face the Buddha, unlike the
Buddhist custom in China where people face each other. In the latter case,
you dislike looking at me and I get angry looking at you. We are now in the
West, where we only look at the Buddha, not at anyone else; the Buddha
does not get angry. That is why I say that our Buddhism is not Chinese
Buddhism, but a new form of Buddhism.

Monastics who are under twenty years old cannot receive the bhikshu or
bhikshuni precepts; they must first receive the shramanera and shramanerika
precepts and the three-fold $iksamana precepts. In this dharma-ending age,
which can also be called the atomic age, everything is about being fast.
When I was receiving the precepts at Mount Potola, there were actually
thirteen- and fourteen-year-olds who had come to receive the precepts! The
monk who was transmitting the precepts at the time was called Kai-Lun
(Turning the Wheel). Only after one has received the precepts could one
be officially called “left-home.” According to the Buddhist Vinaya, one who
left home one hour earlier than another is older and is of higher position,
so those who left-home earlier are known as elder Dharma brothers and
those who left home later are known as younger Dharma brothers. It is the
same case when receiving precepts: those who received the precepts earlier
are the elder precept brothers and those who receive the precepts later are
the younger precept brothers. Thus, in Buddhism we are to be respectful to
those who cultivate before us.

In the 36th year of the Republic of China (1947 AD), I joined the
Friends of Religions Association. This association was established by the
late Cardinal Yu Bin. His mission was to open a dialogue with all religions,
foster mutual respect, manifest the true principles of religion, and promote
the spirit of righteousness, justice, and selflessness. Although I supported
this mission, I had never met the leader. Only in 1973 did we finally meet

in Taiwan; we felt like old friends at first sight.

» Continued on page 19
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« Continued from page 17

[ Postscript] Puji (Universally Rescuing) Monastery is positioned below
Mount Potola’s Spiritual Vulture Peak and south of White Flower Mountain; it is the
foremost of all of the monasteries on Mount Potola and is also known as the “Front”
Monastery (as opposed to the “Back” monastery, which is Dharma Rain Monastery).
Its predecessor was the “Monastery of the Guanyin Who Refused to Go.”

During the Xiantong period in the Tang Dynasty (847-859 AD), the Japanese
monk Hui-E was able to request a statue of Guanyin Bodhisattva from Wutai
Mountain, and was planning to bring it back to his country. On his way back, the
boat suddenly encountered a storm, and an iron lotus appeared, preventing the
boat from moving forward. After Hui-E prayed to the heavens, he understood that the
statue of Guanyin Bodhisattva was refusing to leave China. He then built a temple
below Spiritual Vulture Peak on an island to the south of Mount Potola’s White
Flower Peak. There, he made offerings and paid his respects to the Guanyin statue,
and people at that time named it the “Guanyin Who refused to Go [to Japan].” In the
Later Liang Dynasty, during the period of Zhenming (915-921 AD), the “Monastery
of the Guanyin Who Refused to Go” was constructed at the same location. During
the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the monastery was destroyed but then rebuilt. In
the 38th year of the Kangxi period (1699 AD), the monastery was repaired and a
tablet with the inscription of “Universally Rescuing All Souls” was bestowed by the

emperor. That is how “Rescuing All Monastery” received its name.






