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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Therefore when you listen to the Sutra lectures everyday, you should reflect
within and ask yourselves: Am I creating more offensive karma? Or am I creating
more wholesome karma? Do not be even the slightest casual about this. If you
treat it casually, you will fall into the hells, hungry ghost realm or animal realm
in the future, and you might not be able to get out so easily. Not needing to
mention that your teacher is just an ordinary person, even sages and Buddhas
would not be able to save you and cross you over then. There is a saying: “the
teacher leads you through the door but ultimately cultivation depends on you
yourself.” You all have taken refuge with the Three Jewels. After taking refuge,
for those of you who do not work hard or cultivate, I as your teacher cannot pick
on you everyday and say: “you should be like this or you should be like that.”
You should learn how to cultivate and apply effort on your own; that is the basis
of a cultivator.

Two weeks ago, probably it was a Friday lecture, Guo Pu missed the chance
to attend and was not able to listen to the Sutra lecture. I noticed how regretful
she was as she felt she had missed a great opportunity. If everyone can be more
like that and feel great remorse when they missed a lecture, to the point they
shed tears, they will quickly understand the Buddhadharma. Too bad people do
not treat it as great importance. They think they have gained a lot of benefits
when they skip out even on one lecture. They feel it is too difficult to sit here
and listen to the lecture, so they skip out and do as they please, they lie down or
sleep as they wish. That is basically behavior of people who do not understand
the Buddhadharma and those who are not willing to study the Buddhadharma.

Therefore, if we do not attend lectures when we are presented with the
opportunity now, you might miss out on a lot of opportunities in the future.
For example, some people always miss out on opportunities in whatever they do.
‘Whenever they want to do something, opportunities seem to be always brushing
by their shoulders as they are always a little late. That is because when they are

cultivating on the causal ground, they do not know how to cultivate. Therefore



FISELE > RATE  FRIRAE RHIEE RLR
ZIR% - d G E N ERR - SEAN B
g BRIEIRA AR - R8st T - S5
e - EEEAENMEITAIRE - ARG
1T+ FTPARIR AT 2 > LR ZHH A
WET - WMEMES - $Ed K TR
E > ROGEATSE A -

eSS - BRI EAE - H R
HEE 23 - BUES S XIS -

iEEATEEAVEE R 100k < A1V
E—RHEE > SO mAR=F  ER B
EfERATHINIT A B2 fERATiRiE
AEHE - =R SRR N E T ARERR R
fREVEER - BAEEES —F - 5 AR
Fr TG % - B 775 > s i aE R
EAH o AR BEEAREA o BRI E TR HY
We ? NERVEESCE A AR - FRAEE N AE
fER s N -

TEMEFEREREE ) - AGrEE
BRI Ry AR &% - 11 3 2 8 B Ry
A0 TERAREMHE » SREEEEL
¥ BESSENFR] - (RIEZHEHE
KREmAHE - AR ERLIFTATEE ~ B
FIERAEIRATSZ By ~ B YRS - B0
B ERE - XBAERE - IRERE
= B 7 g S EE AT A B
BB ? RREREY UL - ARG IR
- EEmEt - A —EEALE - BUEHE
Ry nffE it B s Z - BLATHT & HY
o HOEIETERY -

BAHOH - KRNI ¢ SR - HIBLR
s TEAHE - IR 5% -

Mg el - HaEEEL - ERRNE
—UIE & AR~ G R
HE—EREH > FrEREESR > #ZEH
GIMAR - REFSHEN& S TR
AU ERCE AR T HIRAEEER
HIRE T At 7~ AT -

soFFE

when the condition ripens, they encounter a lot of trouble in a lot of matters.
This Way place of ours was built with the intention to allow all to listen to

Sutra lectures, so all who are interested are welcome.

Sutra:

For those who encounter such obstruction and difficulties, they should
use the method of the wooden wheel to discern the consequences of
wholesome and unwholesome karma of their past lives or the consequences

of hardship, happiness, good or ill fortunes of the present.

Commentary:

This is the second part of according with conditions: establishing the
method. This section is further divided into three parts. First is to demonstrate
the method. Second is to demonstrate the underlying principles, and the third
points out this method has the ability to dispel doubts. Now this passage
refers to the first part which is to demonstrate the method. This method refers
to the wooden wheel. What about this wooden wheel? The later part of the
Sutra will give the explanation. It is not time to explain the wooden wheel yet.

For those who encounter such obstruction and difficulties. For people
who encounter all kinds of obstructive karma mentioned earlier and grow
in worries or doubts, they should use the method of the wooden wheel
to discern the consequences of wholesome and unwholesome karma of
their past lives or the consequences of hardship, happiness, good or ill
fortunes of the present. They should use this method of the wooden wheel
to discern all the good and offensive karma they have created, to discern all
the hardship and blessings they are experiencing at the present time, or to
discern all matters that are good or ill fortunes. You are discerning whether
something is good or bad. What are the offensive karma which you have done
in previous lives or subsequent lifetimes? Using the wooden wheel, you are
discerning all kinds of matters. “Past lives” here is not limited to previous
lifetimes but also includes yesterday. In summary, all karma that has already

been created is included.

Sutra:

When the affinities are right it manifests, when the affinities are over it
disperses. Karma accumulates according to the mind—when conditions
ripen, the appearance manifests. It is not lost nor is it destroyed; the

responses are never Oﬂ".

Commentary:

‘When the affinities are right it manifests, when the affinities are over
it disperses. This verse means everything is born out of affinities and has no
substance of its own; since it has no substance, all karma basically originates
from affinities. Basically there are no fixed basis or principles why these
karmic retributions manifest, because they are all born out of the conjunction
of affinities. If the affinities come together, the appearance of the karmic
retribution will manifest. If the affinities of these karmic retribution are over,

then it disperses and goes away.
#0To be continued
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