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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Bodhisattvas and Arhats may have spiritual powers, but ordinary people
do not. This sound, however, was heard not only by Bodhisattvas and
Arhats, but by ordinary people as well. All who heard it thought, “This is
truly inconceivable. Empty space is telling us that Sakyamuni Buddha has
appeared in the Saha world.” They all put their palms together and faced
the Saha world, the world of endurance that is full of suffering, and said,...

“Namo Sikyamuni Buddha! Namo Sikyamuni Buddha!” These
living beings in the worlds of the ten directions chanted “Namo Sikyamuni
Buddha! Namo Sikyamuni Buddha!” Sikyamuni Buddha is our teacher.
From now on, if someone asks you who your teacher is, you should reply,
“Sikyamuni Buddha.” That is the right answer. If he accuses you of being
evasive, you should say to him, “You don’t understand the Buddhadharma
at all.” You can then teach him some Buddhadharma.

Then from afar they scattered all kinds of flowers... How many
species of flowers do we have in this world? Millions and millions of them.
They are countless. Consider chrysanthemums as an example. There are
hundreds of species of chrysanthemums. Similarly, there are hundreds of
species of other kinds of flowers. They offered all kinds of flowers without
discriminating one from another. They also made offerings with all kinds of
incense, jeweled necklaces, pennants, canopies, and body ornaments.
What are body ornaments? Body ornaments are anything worn on your
body to embellish it. They may include caps and clothes. If you go into
the streets wearing nothing, the police will stop and interrogate you even
in this liberal country, “Why aren’t you wearing any clothes? What are

you up to?” They will intervene. Therefore, we should all dress decorously,
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wearing smart clothes that look good and well-fitting. From afar,
they scattered precious treasures, and wonderful articles over
Sakyamuni Buddha in the Saha world.

You should not cut holes in new clothes, thinking it is
“cool.” That is the most fashionable style in America now. Really,
nothing is more stupid than that! Why would you ruin your
clothes by cutting slashes in your sleeves and another one in
your pants before wearing them? You may think, “I wear tattered
clothes. This will show that I'm an old cultivator.” That is very
foolish. Nothing is more foolish than that. Why? People who do
this are deluded. They cannot tell right from wrong.

Some young people start a fad and others copy them. Seeing
you cut one hole in your clothes, someone will cut two, and
others will cut three, four, and five holes, even to the extent of
deliberately exposing the private parts of their bodies. Why do
we wear clothes? The purpose of wearing clothes is to cover up
those private parts, but they cut holes to expose them instead.
Aren’t they foolish? This is called a competition of foolishness.
You may be silly, but I will act sillier than you. So, wearing
clothes with holes becomes a new fashion, a new fad, and a new
culture. Seeing you wear clothes like this, I want to imitate you
so that we will all look alike. What a joke! This new fad is really
a joke.

You should not wear clothing that is too fancy, but you
should not dress too poorly either. And you should not damage
your new clothes, cutting holes in them for no good reason.

The articles they scattered came from the ten directions
like gathering clouds. The offerings they made, from the ten
directions, gathered together like clouds in the sky, and turned
into jeweled canopies, completely covering the Buddhas in
this assembly. These canopies covered Sikyamuni Buddha and

his transformation bodies, as well as Tathagata Many Treasures.

53 To be continued
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