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Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates

2017 Commencement
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Compiled by the Editorial Staff
English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jian

Dharma Realm Buddhist University conducted its 2017 commencement
ceremony at the Sudhana Center in Ukiah campus on May 19. There were
seven graduates from the new Master’s degree program in Buddhist classics:
Bhikshuni Heng Yuan, Bhikshuni Jin Shan, Connie Luong, Maureen
Mclver, Seah Jock-Cherng, Meghan Sweet, and Yuen-Lin Tan. They are the
third cohort of this program.

DRBU President Susan Rounds said in her speech during the
commencement: People who come to DRBU, whether students, faculty
and staff, ask difficult questions, ponder deeply about important issues,
learn from each other, and learn from texts drawn from the long history
of human inquiry into the meaning of life and the nature of reality. This
work takes persistence, an open heart and mind, and courage. Those who
are graduating today due to their efforts have surpassed the expectations of
DRBU, and they have set a very high standard for other students to follow.

A slide show entitled, “The Year in Review” followed in which the
newly renovated DRBU building was shown. Doug Powers, DRBU Vice
President for Finance and Administration, invited everyone to tour this
central classroom building which will be used for classes at the start of the
Fall semester in August 2017.

Bhikshuni Heng Yuan was the next graduating student to give her
speech. She said, “Everyone has his/her wisdom. During my two years at
DRBU, I've learned to listen to different perspectives which helps to let go

of my attachments.”
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Bhikshuni Jin Shan pointed out that in the past when she read a Sutra,
she understood the meaning, but had never related it to herself. The unique
pedagogy at DRBU encourages interaction between spiritual exercises and
the texts so that the texts become alive. She concluded, “I finally saw that
the Buddhist Sutras are talking to me.”

Connie Luong’s parents originally opposed the idea of her going to
DRBU but they changed their minds when she made a bow to them.
Connie said with a smile, “These two years have been the best years of
schooling I've experienced in all my years in school. We are taught ways to
make sutras come alive in our minds and bodies, allowing us become the
best humans we can be.”

Maureen Mclver said, “I appreciate my two years at DRBU and the
dedication of the faculty and staff, and treasure the monastic presence
maintained here at CTTB.”

Florence Seah said, “Our program is original and nondual. We learn
from each other. Just like Venerable Master had said, “Teacher is student
and student is teacher.”

Meghan Sweet said, “I've never found a community of people before
who are so sincere, wholesome, kind, thoughtful and dedicated to their
purpose. The texts are wonderful and inspiring, but if it were not for the
people here who bring it to life in their minds and hearts, it would just be
another book on a shelf for me.”

Yuen-Lin Tan (the only male student of this graduating class) expressed
his gratitude to the teachers and staff who had exerted painstaking efforts
for this program. He said, “The teachers, staff, and the many hardworking
people have given us a great gift. It is now up to us to take this knowledge
and deepen it, embody it, and put it to use for ourselves and others.”

The keynote speaker is Jacob Needleman, Professor of Philosophy at
San Francisco State University. He has published many books and has been
general editor of famous philosophical publications. Professor Needleman
said that he and a friend had met Venerable Master when Venerable Master
was still in the world. Upon entering the Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
he felt the ten thousand Buddha statues represent a force of protection and
blessing all around and inside of us. The ancient cosmos is full of meaning.
There is the outer cosmos. There is the inner cosmos of the human being
which is the energy of consciousness, attention, perception, and so forth,
and it can heal the world. We are born to search for meaning beyond
ourselves. Part of the human structure is to love and to serve.

When the graduating students in succession received their diploma, not
only did they receive the blessings from their elders, teachers, friends, and
family, but behind them were the statues of Sudhana and the Dragon Girl
offering a pearl. They are also giving their blessing: “Sudhana seeks the Way
by visiting many Wise Advisors; the Dragon Girl offers her pearl to quickly
become a Buddha.”

Five members of DRBU Board of Trustees, Dharma Master Heng
Sure, Dharma Master Heng Chih (Chair of the Board), Susan Rounds,
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