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Barbara Reed on

Modern Buddhist Higher Education
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By the Editorial Staff

English Translation by Wendy Huang

What challenges are faced by modern Buddhist higher education
today? How can Buddhist higher education demonstrate its
strengths amid a tide of globalization of capitalism? On the
evening of May 9, 2017, Professor Barbara Reed of Saint Olaf
College in Minnesota, delivered a speech, “Visions of a Modern
Buddhist Education for the World” at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas’ (CTTB) Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU)
conference room.

Professor Reed’s specialty area is in Religion and Asian
Studies. She once stayed in Taiwan for five months to study on
six Buddhist universities. During her speech, she introduced
over ten Buddhist universities in Asia, including India’s Nalanda
University that had been reconstructed in the 21st century.
The government of India placed great importance on this
reconstruction.

Professor Reed believes that modern Buddhist higher
education has the support of Buddhist practitioners throughout
the world. Its multicultural aspect has become a great advantage.
However, due to the impact of consumerism and global
capitalism, the number of enrolled students has been decreasing.
Additionally, the challenges facing Buddhist higher education

include: the lack of reputation of the universities, the struggle to
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india: from Nalanda Mahavihara
to Nalanda University

Ruins of Nalanda monastery
One of the great ancient universities
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Nalanda University, opened 2014
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continue the founder’s vision subsequent to his passing, as well
as the relationship that exists between the universities and their
associated government and accrediting agencies. All these factors
challenge the future development of Buddhist higher education.

Professor Reed audited four classes at DRBU. She discovered
that the students’ presentations in class were quite in-depth and
sophisticated. For example, one student’s presentation of the
Lotus Sutra allowed the student to demonstrate the vast wisdom
developed through her studies in Buddhism. She discovered
that the typical Buddhist university’s curriculum tend to rely on
interpretations of the Buddhist text. However, DRBU places an
emphasis on studying the original Buddhist text and provides
students with the opportunity to practice. Professor Reed believes
that DRBU’s education structure is invaluable. She stated, “The
world needs this type of meaningful higher education that DRBU
provides. I really look forward to seeing DRBU’s development

within the next five years.” &





