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A Record of Dharma Masters’ Instructional Talks for
the 14th Precept Platform of
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
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English Translation by Bhikshuni Heng Yi and Bhikshuni Jin Jian
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The Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA) conducted
its 14th Precept Platform Commencement on May 3, 2017. That
afternoon there were eleven senior bhikshunis giving instructional
talks to preceptees who would receive the Bhikshuni precepts this
summer.

Dharma Master Liang said that first she hoped that everyone
can learn the spirit of “filiality, respecting the elders, and venerating
the Worthy” in the Precept Platform. She also emphasized respect
towards elders and being compassionate to the younger generation
in order to achieve harmony in the Sangha. She added, “We have to
remember to respect bhikshus because we obtain precepts through
bhikshus.”

Dharma Master Gwei said that a 108-day precept session is very
rare in Buddhism and we can say that it is a unique feature of DRBA.
During these 108 days of intense study, we can calm our mind and
then receive the precepts with a pure mind. Since we choose to be
in the family of the Dharma King, a big family, we should respect
seniority which is the ethical order within the Sangha. As Dharma
Master Lai said this morning, “The Venerable Master said that the
goal of leaving the home life is to accomplish Buddhahood. We
need to bring forth the Bodhi Resolve and walk on the Bodhisattva
path to become a Buddha.” Thus, there is an order. We should not
advance forward by transgressing the order or it will not result in
any accomplishment. “So, I hope everyone will treasure this 108-day
intensive precept training session.”

Dharma Master Gwei also reminded us that Venerable Master
had said that cultivation is not of one aspect only. There are many

aspects and we need to pay attention to each and every aspect. All
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these factors are a part of our cultivation: being punctual when going
to the Buddha Hall to attend the ceremonies, staying focused in class,
being neat and orderly in daily life, and so forth. You should not turn
your room into a mess like a pigsty, as Venerable Master stated. We
will check your room everyday to make sure you have neatly stowed
away your luggage and so forth. These are all a part of cultivation and
are not separate from your cultivation.

Dharma Master Shr expressed that Venerable Master taught us to
be vigorous, diligent, and to fortify the strength of vows. Venerable
Master had explained ‘vigor’ in the Avatamsaka Sutras commentary.
It simply means, “At all times, do not be careless.” Not changing
our original intention when we encounter difficulty is called,
“fortifying the strength of our vows”. If we do not change and yet
go along with conditions, and we go along with conditions and yet
do not change, then we do not doubt the Dharma. She then quoted
Venerable Master’s words that he always emphasized, “When there
are good shramanerikas, there will be good Bhikshunis; when there
are good Bhikshunis then the Sangha will be in accordance with the
Dharma. When the Sangha is in accordance with the Dharma, then
the Proper Dharma can forever dwell in the world. Everyone should
fulfill their duties and take up their responsibilities. Thus, she hoped
that every preceptee will cherish these 108 days because this is the
only chance that they will have for their Dharma body and wisdom
life.

Dharma Master Rang said that during our time as a shramanerika,
the Venerable Master often reminded us of these three words —
“Persistence, sincerity and perseverance.” If we can do that, then for
sure we can be a good monastic in this lifetime.

Dharma Master Jywan said: “To study Buddhism means to study
the precepts with a respectful mind. We will then be able to open
our minds and gain understanding. Once your mind is opened and
you have gained understanding, the capacity of your mind will be
broadened and you will be able to embrace the Dharma. Once you
have the Dharma in your mind, then you can practice and use it in
your daily life. As a result, you will have accomplishment.

Dharma Master Yo said that we should be very clear about the
reason for leaving the home life and the purpose of receiving the
precepts. We need to ponder it deeply. She said that there are almost
five hundred precepts and they are invisible, so we should be more
careful. She also encouraged everyone to keep their initial resolve.

Dharma Master Jai suggested that all preceptees practice
gathering in their minds. Because preceptees do not have many duties
during these three months of training, they should take advantage of
this opportunity to try to gather in their minds. This is the time to
practice. You must seize this opportunity because you will only get

this one chance.
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Dharma Master Yi said that many people have put forth
painstaking efforts before the start of the precept session. They hope
that everyone will seize the opportunity during these 108 days in
order to repay the good intentions of these staff members and donors
whom you are unaware of. Do not disappoint everyone who has
invested their efforts into this precept session.

Dharma Master Lung, representing Vajra Bodhi Sea, said that
everyone should think carefully about what kind of bhikshuni you
want to be. We all should think about this when we go to take the
precepts. This is a very important point. Within the Sangha, we
should learn from, tolerate, and forgive each other in order to truly
empathize with others.

Dharma Master Jiao said, “Predecessors planted trees, later
generations enjoy the shade.” There are many senior Bhikshunis
gathered here to help make this precept session successful. Everyone
should be grateful and bring forth thoughts of repaying the Sangha
and Venerable Master.

Dharma Master Yin was the last speaker. She said that she came
back to the Precept Platform in another role and felt that she’s not
qualified but would very much like to accomplish this event. There
are many precept teachers to teach these many preceptees and she
could learn alongside them.

The curriculum for the eighteen novice nun preceptees in the
108 days include: the Fifty-three small mantras, the Shramanera(ika)
Precepts, Practice of Deportment, Precept Outline, the Bhikshuni
Precepts, the Bodhisattva Precepts, as well as lectures on special
topics. There will be ten senior bhikshunis who will teach the
preceptees. Two bhikshunis are coordinators and three bhikshunis are
in charge of daily coaching to support and guide preceptees to focus

on studying the precepts, and ultimately achieve the fruition of the

pure precepts. &

Buddhist disciples, know there are reasons

Why we should muster mighty courage

To embody the purity of the Buddhas’ precepts.
Protect and hold them so they shine like bright pearls!

—The Brabhma Net Sutra, Volumn 2





