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(Continued from the front inner cover)

As it happened on Bathing Buddhas Day, the
ceremony to bathe the Buddha was scheduled at 8:00am,
so the opening ceremony of the precepts training
program was held at 7:15am in a simple yet solemn way.
It started with the recitation of the Great Compassion
Mantra by the assembly for three times and then the
preceptees requested Dharma talks from the two leading
monks. Dharma Master Heng Lai shared his experiences
at Gold Mountain Monastery under Venerable Master
Hua. He said,

“I spent many years in Gold Mountain before
I decided to leave home, and when I finally got the
courage to do so, I thought that Shr Fu would be really
happy. When I told him that I wanted to leave home, Shr
Fu’s response was: “What for? Why do you want to leave
home?’ I thought it would make Shr Fu happy, but no,
he did not want me to leave home because it made him
happy. He said that we leave home ‘in order to become
Buddhas, to cultivate the Bodhisattva Path.”

“Shr Fu also knew I was attached to becoming
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enlightened. He said that Venerable Master Xu Yun became a monk and
endured a lot of suffering. When he was still young, one time he sat for two
weeks in full-lotus without getting up just so that people would develop some
respect for the Buddhadharma and give rise to the Bodhi Mind. He did not
do it because he was attached to becoming enlightened.
He said, ‘this is a mark of a Bodhisattva, this is how a
Bodhisattva really is. It was until Venerable Xu Yun was
in his 50s that he finally woke up. He says, if you want to
leave home, you have to be this way too, you have to have
a mind like that. Its very difficult. That’s the mark of a
Bodhisattva. If you have that kind of mind, you’ll wake up
when you're ready to wake up but don’t be attached to it.
The more you attach to becoming enlightened, it’s going
to become more difficult to attain.””

“Shr Fu said that to cultivate the Way and leave home,
I needed to have a Bodhisattva mind and not have any
attachment to getting enlightened. The more attached to
enlightenment I was, the farther enlightenment is. It is an
obstruction. I just need to work hard for a long time—
develop a solid foundation. It’s like smelting gold—after
several rounds of smelting, it becomes purer and brighter.”

And then he encouraged preceptees to have a Bodhisattva’s big heart by
saying, “When we leave home, we want to cultivate, to study Sutras, and
possibly get a DRBU degree. But what is most important is to have the
heart of a Bodhisattva. Expand your mind and see all of DRBA. DRBA has
many Way-places all around the world, and so as monastics, we have the
responsibility to spread the Dharma. We need to have a big heart and help
others—to establish Way-places. Don’t just think, TIl only stay here and
cultivate myself.”

“Shr Fu had us going out and taking care of Way-places even when we
were Shamis, how much the more as Bhikshus! In the first group of five
monastics, three of the Bhikshus were sent to Cixing Monastery on Lantau
Island, Hong Kong. Later as more Way-places were established, Dharma
Master Sure and Dharma Master Chau were sent to Canada. Shr Fu kept us
very busy. He didn’t let us sit around just getting by.”

“Another thing that Shr Fu did that was radical at Gold Mountain
Monastery was that he had everyone speak Dharma—All of his disciples,
left-home and lay. Shr Fu felt that this was the best way to learn. If you have
to teach the Dharma, then you really have to learn it.”

“Shr Fu lectured every day, often two to three times. We cannot have a
false modesty and not lecture thinking, ‘Oh, I cannot lecture because I do
not know the Dharma.” That’s not right. That’s not how you learn. You need
to have a big heart. The best way to learn is to have to speak it. Don’t be
afraid. Just go forward and have a big heart. That’s the one thing I learned
most of all from the Master. A Bodhisattva has a big heart.”

“One more little thing, the Master always used to say, T'm only here



M B RREEE Y o APV EE T ELEEE  on this earth for one thing and that one thing is that I want everybody to
o RNEEET - 2B RIBETCERFEZEN  become Buddhas, 'm not interested in anything else. 'm only interested in
—BE S S REEEALEEAN - having you becoming Buddhas, otherwise I won't hang around.” I want to

e B GREECARTAE R > 3k congratulate you all on resolving to leave home and cultivate the Way and

EEHR > Ba T SRS become Bodhisattvas and Buddhas.”
o BRAOHT T RHNGER L AL > & Dharma Master Heng Lyu said, “Dharma Master Lai drove 14 hours

R AREARVER A > TR KT A A 15 AT from Seattle to lead the opening ceremony of the precepts training program
and will drive back this afternoon. He made this trip due to his compassion.
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We are grateful to him for having the heart to do this.”

There are 4 shramaneras (novice
monks) and 18 shramanerikas (novice
nuns) this year who have met the
requirements to enter the intensive

precepts training program. The male

1 preceptees are staying in Tathagata
. Monastery and female preceptees have
moved into the Ordination Hall. They are
instructed separately by Sangha teachers
on precepts and monastic deportment.
""" They will change themselves completely
and their deportment will be different
after taking the bhikshu and bhikshuni

precepts and will be empowered to take

on the work of the Buddhas. &

»

F A ’E A 174 Pass on the mind-seal of the brilliant gem-like precepts.
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Continue the succession of sages with pure and

»

wondrous practice.

»

Use Insight into Proper Dharma as support during

the Dbharma’s demise.

o

Guide beings everywhere to regard teachers with respect.

—By Master Hua

JUNE 2017 VaJra BopH Sea |41

SMIN WIV3Y VINIVHQ

o 58 5t





