DHARMA REALM NEws

o 58 Bt

2017%

E R B
DHarRMA ReALM News

-5 IBERIBHE

Bathing the Buddha Ceremony at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 2017

By the Editorial Staff / English Translation by Wendy Huang
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“This is my first time bathing the Buddha; I can feel the good energy.” Anna
Wojdyga, a cybersecurity lawyer from Poland, describes with a smile on her face
her experience in participating in the Bathing the Buddha Ceremony at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

“Most of us are Christians, but we are willing to explore human spirituality
more deeply,” says Karolina Brzezina, also from Poland, an actress and a yoga
instructor who with curiosity attended the Bathing the Buddha Ceremony. She
carefully pours the water down the shoulder of the litdle Buddha statue, while
trying to feel and understand the intention of the Buddhists’ concept of “pure
body, speech, and mind”.

On April 30, 2017, dragon shaped clouds appeared in the sky of Ukiah Valley
in Northern California, making the atmosphere ever so auspicious. Hundreds
of Buddhist practitioners from all over the world, and more than ten Polish
Christians, gathered together at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
to celebrate the birth of Shakyamuni Buddha through Bathing the Buddha

Ceremony.
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After morning recitation that day, over a hundred laity participated in
the transmission of the Eight Fasting Precepts. At 7:00am, devotees began the
“Three Steps One Bow” pilgrimage from the Mountain Gate entrance towards
the Buddha Hall, while chanting Shakyamuni Buddha’s name, “Na Mo Ben
Shi Shi Jia Mo Ni Fo”. Meanwhile in the Buddha Hall there was recitation of
the Chapter on the Practices and Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva of the
Avatamsaka Sutra.

The Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday began at 8:00am inside

the big tent. Devotees from San Francisco Bay area and Santa Rosa arrived one

after another. All the senior nuns from Tower of Blessings also attended Bathing
the Buddha Ceremony.

A diverse group of twelve professionals
from Poland including a college professor,

lawyer,
. graphic designer, yoga instructor, and actress

engineer, economist, chemist,

came with family members residing in San

& Francisco Bay area. A total of fourteen

people in all specifically came to participate

in Bathing the Buddha Ceremony at City of

Ten Thousand Buddhas.

N, The leader of the Polish group, Krzysztof
Stec, pointed out that he had visited CTTB
9/ to attend the three-day Meditation Retreat

during a Thanksgiving long weekend in the

late 1980s. The cultivation atmosphere at
CTTB left a deep impression on him.

Through his many years of yoga practice, he

was able to sense that the vegetarian meals

served at the Dining Hall, although simple
yet highly nutritious, could immediately provide nourishment necessary for
the body. Due to Krzysztof ’s past experience, he specifically chose to come to

CTTB for this trip to explore spirituality. Not only is this group able to bathe

the Budhha, they can also listen to Dharma Talks given by the Dharma Masters.

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the Abbot, told a story during lunch about how

Shakyamuni Buddha remained unmoved when he was insulted by a Brahman.

He reminded everyone that we should learn from the Buddha, when someone

slanders us or there is a misunderstanding. The Abbot emphasized that when

anger arises, one forgets the teachings of the Buddha, and will react in ways that

will make one regret afterwards. Regardless of whether you are a monastic or a

layperson, as a Buddhist practitioner, one should not become angry. This way

one can return to one’s inherent wisdom which is pure and tranquil. Constantly
bring forth the Bodhi mind, remain calm, and not getting angry—this is the best
birthday gift one can offer to the Buddha.

Bhikshu Jin Zhan pointed out, when Shakyamuni Budhha became
englightened underneath the Bodhi Tree, he said all beings can achieve

Buddhahood. However, due to false thoughts and attachments, enlightenment
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cannot be attained. If everyone can become Buddha, then how can one attain
Buddhahood faster? Dharma Master Jin Zhan said: “The Buddhadharma is
boundless. The Venerable Master taught us the Six Great Principles. If we are
able to practice according to it, then Buddhahood is not far away. Thus we need
to cultivate diligently and not let Venerable Master Hua wait for too long.”

Bhikshuni Heng Yang expressed, while bathing the Buddha, we need to
remember to make vows wishing that all beings in the world of the five turbidities
leave impurity and attain the pure Dharma body of the Tathagata. Dharma Master
Heng Yang strongly feels “Venerable Master Hua’s compassion towards saving all
beings in every thought and at every moment and wholeheartedly wants them
to attain Buddhahood. Not only did he spend many years making the 10,000
Buddha statues in the Buddha Hall, the Venerable Master specifically arranged
for the fourfold disciples to bow the 10,000 Buddhas Jeweled Repentance before
the Bathing the Buddha Ceremony. It is so that we can cleanse our body and
mind and draw near to the 10,000 Buddhas until we achieve Buddhahood.”

That day, after lunch, the No Words Hall was opened to the public for
people to pay respects to the sharira of Shakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Master
Hsu Yun, and Venerable Master Hua. In the afternoon, there were 35 people
who registered to take the Three Refuges and Five Precepts; this is a formality for
those on the path of learning the Buddhadharma. The normal daily schedule of
Great Compassion Repentance Ceremony in the afternoon took place as usual
on this day of Bathing the Buddha. The visitors from Poland learned meditation
from the Dharma Masters at CTTB. There was also a separate Question and
Answer period and they asked all kinds of questions, among them, “How can
one become awakened? What are the requirements for becoming a monastic?”
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association is expected to go to Europe again to
propagate the Dharma in the future. The Polish visitors also hope that the DRBA
delegation will go to Poland to propagate the Dharma. &






