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Excerpts from the Instructional Talks Given by

Venerable Master Hua in 1969 before Five American

Monastic Disciples Went to Taiwan for the Full Ordination
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October 27, 1969

I eat only once a day because I know that many of the world’s people
are starving and I wish to offer my food to them. Eating only once a
day at noon is in accord with Shakyamuni Buddha’s rules.

In cultivating the Way, do not look at the faults of others. Speak
of their strengths instead. This is to have “virtue with respect to the
mouth.” If you don’t have that kind of virtue, then no matter what
you say, no one will believe you. With virtue in the three karmas of
body, mouth, and mind, you will be respected at first sight. People

will know by your bearing that you have virtue.
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A photo was taken with Venerable Master Hua
in 1969 before five American monastic disciples

went to Taiwan for the full ordination.

October 28, 1969

No one is to have a special style. We are a group
and no one is first or last. Dont praise or slight
others, and don't listen to them when they praise
or slight you. You must do everything correctly
and show them that Americans can cultivate the
Way.

Don’t listen to praise and dont praise
yourselves. Maintain “virtue with respect to the
mouth” at all times and never speak of anyone’s
faults. If people start gossiping, just go away. Don’t
“dirty your ears”. These small things are the easiest
to violate and are therefore the most important.

Don’t even think of other people’s weaknesses.

October 29, 1969

Let me tell you what my work is: it is hard labor, like that of a brick
maker. Bricks are made from mud and are used to make buildings,
but if you let the mud dry by itself, it will crumble. You must fire it
first, and then it won’t fall apart. For a year, the five of you have been
fired and fired and now the time is ripe. You are bricks that won’ fall
apart and turn into mud. The bricks are fired, and later they will be
used to build a house, a Dharma house, which will have a firm and
solid foundation.

Protect one another; protect one another’s vows. &
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