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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on January 9, 1988
English Translation by Xing Hongfei and Jennifer Lin
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The next year he disbanded the opposition parties and set up a
dictatorial government which promoted the militarism he worshipped.
His slogan was: “Cannons instead of Butter.” He said that it is okay to
be without butter but not without cannons, because cannons can “eat”
people, whereas butter is soft and can be eaten. He advocated using canons
to “eat” everyone in the world, because he believed he could conquer the
world this way. That is why he had the conviction that cannons were
more important than butter. Indeed, what he said is true that cannons are
heavier than butter. Moreover, cannons “eat up” people whereas butter is
to be eaten. With such mentality, he wanted to “eat” people.

Out of thirst for war, he reorganized the military and instituted
compulsory military service. This conscription system is very beneficial;
every country should adopt it. It requires the people of a nation to join
the army and swear allegiance to his country. It’s the way to rule a country;
this conscription system can strengthen the country quickly.

(However, after Hitler instituted this kind of system he very quickly
launched an attack on Poland) in 1939 and as a result Poland was
partitioned. This led to World War II. In the blink of an eye, the German
army swept across Europe and conquered many countries.

Hitler had a ruthless nature. He thought that the Aryan race was
superior to every other race in the world and wanted to exterminate
every other race in the world. The Germans are intelligent. They are very
advanced in science, technology, and many other areas. A few of Hitler’s
ideas for governing were good; however, he took them to an extreme, and
extreme methods are worse than inadequate ones.

Just now Guo Liao mentioned that the Jews traded in rabbit skins
and furs. Therefore, [during World War II,] many Jews were skinned by
the Nazis. This took place on the same enormous scale as the animal hide
trade in which they were engaged. This was probably their retribution

[by the invisible working of the Law of Cause and Effect]. However, it is
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a virtue not to avenge those who have wronged or harmed us; and it is an
offense if we become too vengeful and seek to over-exact the debt we are
owed. This madman Hitler was insanely vengeful and he took his revenge
on the Jews by massacring them. I don’t know the exact number of the
Jews that was slaughtered (the actual number is about six millions)—but it
was a major atrocity and a crime against humanity. He was totally devoid
of Heaven’s virtue and failed to cherish life.

Hitler’s attack on Soviet Union was overly ambitious. At first he won
battle after battle; however, the Germans were unfamiliar with the Soviet
Union climate, especially their extreme winter weather, and so they were
ill-prepared to deal with it. Most of the German armies froze to death,
starved to death, or died of various illnesses. As a result, Hitler ultimately
lost the war. He violated a fundamental rule of military strategy: Never
simultaneously engage enemies on two fronts. A more conventional
approach is to attack one side, while befriending the other side. But the
Nazis launched an all-out attack on Britain, France, US, and the Soviet
Union—fighting on the Western as well as the Eastern Front at the same
time. That is why we can say that Hitler invited defeat.

On May 7, 1945, the German Armed Forces unconditionally
surrendered to the Allied Armed Forces. No one was aware of this
bloodthirsty demon king’s whereabouts or what had become of him.
Some said that he was still alive; others said he had committed suicide.
Whether he was alive or had committed suicide, no one knows for sure.
Nevertheless, he had earned eternal infamy. Ten thousand years in the

future people will all condemn him.

A verse of critique says:
Going against humane nature, he offends Heaven
Extremely obstinate and self-opinionated
He delights in killing
And flaunts his ability to torture others
A wolf-like personality, full of wild ambitions.

Thus he deserves the most severe punishment

Going against humane nature, he offends Heaven. He had committed
crimes against humanity, and offended Heaven’s will.

Extremely obstinate and self-opinionated. He was extremely obstinate
and rarely listened to advice. Cunning, treacherous, doing whatever pleases
him, his actions were often irrational.

He delights in killing. He found great joy in killing living beings.
And flaunts his ability to torture others. He sent many Jews to the gas
chambers to be executed.

A wolf-like personality, full of wild ambitions. He proclaimed
the supremacy of the Aryan race, and would tolerate no others. Thus he
deserves the most severe punishment. He should reccive the harshest

punishment possible.
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Another verse says:

“Kill, kill, kill”--a demon king comes into the world.

He levies heavy taxes, robs people, and worships war and killing;
He finds great satisfaction in invading neighboring countries;
And brags about forcibly annexing friendly nations.

Ukrainian armies are buried alive.

The Polish nation is partitioned.

His mad power and influence finally perishes.

Dreams of tyrannical power never succeed.

“Kill, kill, kill”--a demon king comes into the world. The demon king had
a talent for killing.

He levies heavy taxes, robs people, and worships war and killing. He always
wanted to go on expeditions and conquer other countries.

He finds great satisfaction in invading neighboring countries. He wanted to
conquer and destroy neighboring countries in order to fulfill his desire.

And brags about forcibly annexing friendly nations. He boasted of his
military exploits and of Nazi Germany’s scientific advances.

Ukrainian armies are buried alive. He had buried alive Ukrainian armies.

The Polish nation is partitioned. Poland was carved up into pieces.

His mad power and influence finally perishes. Eventually this man’s power
and influence perished. Where can they be seen now? They have vanished.

Dreams of tyrannical power never succeed. What he tried to establish didn’t
last. All he did was earn a bad name for himself. In fact, his name has become a

synonym for infamy. &





