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CHAPTER ONE:

SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Such people will be reborn in the Heaven of the Thirty-Three one hundred
times. One drawing of a Buddha image can lead you to become reborn in the
Heaven of Thirty-Three for one hundred lives. These one hundred times is not
limited to births in the Heaven of Thirty-Three, however. It may include births in
the Six Desire Heavens. It may include births in the eighteen heavens in the form
realm, which include the three heavens in the First Dhyana, the three heavens in
the Second Dhyana, the three heavens in the Third Dhyana, and the nine heavens
in the Fourth Dhyana. It might also include the heavens in the formless realm up
through the Heaven of Neither Thought Nor Non-thought. Before one is reborn in
the Heaven of Thirty-Three a hundred times, one may be born a hundred times in
each level of the Desire Realm, Form Realm and Formless Realm. So, this indicates
a very long time. And will never fall into the Evil Paths. As long as you praise,
behold and bow, recite the name, make offerings, or make different images of Earth

Store King Bodhisattva, then you will never fall into the evil paths.

Sutra:
Manjushri, indescribably many eons ago, Bodhisattva Mahasattva Earth Store
was the son of a great elder during the time of a Buddha named Lion Sprint

Complete in the Ten Thousand Practices Thus Come One.

Commentary:
Manjushri, indescribably many eons ago. This points to a time so long ago
that there is no way to reckon when it was. It was too long ago. The time mentioned

here is like the time in the analogies of rice plants, hemp stalks, bamboo, and reeds;
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of mountain boulders and motes of dust in which one thing—one item—is
equated to a Ganges river and each grain of sand in those Ganges rivers is
equated to a world system, and in each of those world systems every mote of
dust is equated to an eon. How could such a calculation be made? The sum
of all that would be more than the distance a rocket would travel to reach
the moon and would be much more difficult to reckon. Now we are sending
things into the space and this is done by using mathematics to calculate the
weight and thrust of the orbit needed to send something to a target area,
to bring it to a stop, and to have it remain for a period of time. If all that is
calculated accurately, then it can be sent into the cosmos by means of the
tremendous power of fire. All of that can be calculated. But the length of eons
through which Bodhisattva Earth Store has passed cannot be calculated. Even
now, with higher mathematics and ever-more-subtle scientific knowledge,
there is no way to calculate that period of time.

Bodhisattva Mahasattva Earth Store was the son of a great elder. He was
an elder’s son during the time of a Buddha named Lion Sprint Complete
in the Ten Thousand Practices Thus Come One. At that time, there was
one Buddha in the world who was called Lion Sprint. Lions are the kings
among beasts. Whenever a lion roars, all the beasts run away in fright or are
so paralyzed by fear that they cannot run or even stay standing but slump
to the ground, numb with fear. This Buddhas name likens him to a lion.
“Sprint” indicates speed. It represents how swiftly lions can travel. “Complete
in the Ten Thousand Practices”. This points to the Six Paramitas and myriad

practices that Buddhas perfect. That’s the explanation of this Buddha’s name.

Sutra:
That elder’s son, upon observing the Buddha’s hallmarks and fine features
and how the thousand blessings adorned him, asked that Buddha what

practices and vows had endowed him with such hallmarks.

Commentary:

That elder’s son, upon observing the Buddha’s hallmarks and fine
features, saw the thirty-two hallmarks, eighty subtle features, and the thousand
blessings that adorned Thus Come One Lion Sprint Complete in the Ten
Thousand Practices’s person. How did he acquire the thirty-two hallmarks
and eighty subtle features? They are derived from the thousand blessings that
adorned him. And what are the thousand blessings? When we cultivate the
Five Precepts and the Ten Good Deeds, that turns into one hundred blessings.
That number is multiplied by ten to make a thousand. Each kind of goodness
is equivalent to one blessing, which accumulates into a thousand blessings.
And those are the thousand blessings that adorn him. Seeing how perfect and
wonderful the Buddha’s features were, he asked that Buddha Thus Come
One Lion Sprint Complete in the Ten Thousand Practices what practices he
cultivated before and what vows he made in the past that had endowed him
with such hallmarks.

s> To be continued
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