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CHAPTER SEVEN:
THE Names oF THE THUs CoME ONES

1%43THe  Revised version
FAb b A
[R5 48 B2 St kBN R

CODATRE » —YIX&E] : B E T
i ZERERRE - W—(EZ5 - W— 2
% SeMIELe 2 R RAIVELIR 2 R
RER —RKBZE—UH0&H > REtiEE—
IRy bk -

CE e ) - FEEER L K5

B S N2 EEbE EH A s
HE o fEEE R E o FRAE H S (E R -
(FNHIELE) bR o T bR AR > R
AR MR R AER B RRAA o
AR > R A HAAEIEE
8- A BEET - gHttT > R~
TR ADE > A SN — BB
5 o RS BRI - BN AR —E
x> SR R T-0H s —Ek -
Fril > At B A - BiF
RS E IS TEEE - RN REBRBIE
T2 SN —E =52 - oS EERE
WG EERT - FrllaR TIESENERE
EEELE =R - Mg AT ERLEER
RAgH > BBl - BirEoKRK—
B FRBEK EHE®EK - KRZE
7K KR ZEIK 5 Al /KoK - skt
FEZK o AKEEIZKIMERK > K2 KT

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

The succession of the workings of the mind; all meaning of texts. The
first phrase of the sentence refers to the karma the mind creates, including
that of karmic obstruction, as well as the sequence of karmic retributions:
Which karmic retribution comes first and which comes second? The principle
of ‘“first come, first serve’ applies to how and when one undergoes retributions
for one’s karma. However, an ordinary being is confused about the process
of karmic retributions, and in such a muddled state, one comes and goes in
samsara. However, if one day you come in contact with the Sutras, you have
encountered the unsurpassed wondrous Dharmas.

So the text goes on to say the worldly and the world-transcending—
right within the world one can transcend the world. It’s not that one has to
leave the world in order to transcend the world. It’s right within the world that
one transcends the world. Doesn't it say in the Sixth Patriarchs Platform Sutra
that if you want to transcend the world, to become a Buddha, you're going to
have to be enlightened right in the midst of worldly dharmas? If you become
enlightened to worldly dharmas, you've transcended the world right within
the worldly dharmas. It’s not that you have to separate from worldly dharmas
and go somewhere else to search for world-transcending dharmas. Leaving the
world to separate from worldly dharmas to look for some world-transcending
dharma is just like looking for horns on the head of a rabbit.

Transcendental dharmas are just included within worldly dharmas and
Bodhi is included right within afflictions. You cant say you want to separate
from afflictions to look for some other Bodhi, for if you look apart from
affliction, there is no Bodhi, because affliction is just Bodhi—if you don’t
know how to use it, it’s affliction; if you know how to use it, it’s Bodhi. It is
like water and ice: Bodhi is like water and affliction is like ice. Ice isn’t water

and the water isn’t ice; however, water is ice and ice is water. Water and ice
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are analogous to Bodhi and affliction. The ice becomes ice from water, and
the water can change into ice. When the ice melts, it becomes water. Living
beings are Buddhas—enlightened, you are a Buddha; confused, you are a
living being. Although Buddhas and ordinary beings are different in their
state of names, they are fundamentally the same, and are one.

The conditioned; the unconditioned. Conditioned dharmas are
characterized by working, striving, and efforts. And they have shapes and
appearances, whereas the unconditioned is effortless, not needing to be
worked towards, free of form or shape. Whereas the conditioned has an end or
is finite, the unconditioned has no end and is infinite. The past, present, and
future—All of the great Bodhisattvas with virtuous conduct have attained
this kind of wisdom, they know all of the Buddhadharma of the past, present,
and future.

A person heard the saying that Buddhas are living beings and living beings
are Buddhas. This person became really delighted. After that, he told everyone
else to call him ‘Buddha.” “Don’t call me by my name, just call me ‘Buddha,’
because living beings are Buddhas!” Some started to call him ‘Buddha,” but
some others did not, and so he became very upset and said, “I told you to call
me ‘Buddha! Why aren’t you calling me ‘Buddha’?! I'm going to give you a
hard time!”

Then someone said to this person, “But a Buddha is kind and his heart
is compassionate toward all living beings. He doesn’t get angry or afflicted. If
you were a Buddha, you should not have a temper and not have any afflictions.
Right now you still have a temper and have afflictions, so you are still an
ordinary living being.”

This person was awakened from his “Buddha” dreams, and after that he
cultivated the Way very seriously, and did not get angry. Later on, he did
become a Buddha. So ‘Buddha’ is not a name. One must truly possess the
virtue of the Way, and free oneself from anger, selfishness, any attachment,
or pursuit of fame or gain, before one can become a Buddha. Living beings
are Buddhas; right, but you have to cut off your attachments. The Buddha
said, “All living beings have the Buddha-nature; all are capable of becoming
Buddhas. It’s only because of their false thinking and attachments that they
don’t realize Buddhahood.”

So be careful that you don’t hear it said that living beings are Buddhas
and then think you are a Buddha yourself, thinking that you have become
a Buddha already. First you must cultivate. If you don’t cultivate, then you'll
be an ordinary living being forever. Cultivate, return to the origin, and go
back to the source and truly become enlightened, truly realize the spiritual
fruition, truly end birth and death, and only then will you become a Buddha.
‘When you have perfected the three enlightenments and completed the myriad
practices, then you are a Buddha. It’s not just a matter of saying, “Buddhas
and other living beings are the same, so I'm a Buddha right now.” It’s not
something you just say. You must truly have virtuous practices and only then
does it count.

Buddhas are like water and living beings are like ice: Buddhas are the ice
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that has transformed into water. At their source, water and ice are the same,
but they look slightly different. If you take a piece of ice and hit somebody
over the head with it, you can kill them in a single blow. But if you pour a cup
of water over their head, you can use all of the inner strength you have and
throw it on their head as hard as you possibly can, but you wouldn’t be able
to kill or harm them, no matter how strong you are. The water is analogous to

the Buddha. So you can’t just casually say, “I'm a Buddha” and mean it for real.
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Question: Do animals become animals because they were stupid when they
were people in their past lives?

Answer: Thats right. That’s where animals come from. If people dont
cultivate then eventually they become animals. For example, mosquitoes have
the Buddha-nature, in a very, very, tiny amount. The Buddha-nature is like a
seed or a kernel. Each one of us has the Buddha-nature, and like a seed, we
are born into this world. From this seed, beings such as humans or animals
come forth. First it becomes a person because people are the most efficacious
creatures. But if a person doesn’t cultivate, in every lifetime the capacity of the
Buddha-nature gets ‘smaller’ and ‘smaller.” I¢s like a seed, which if it gets dry,
will become drier and drier until it finally withers and “disappears.”

So why is it that people can cultivate and become Buddhas? It’s because we
have a Buddha seed in our inherent nature. The Buddha-nature is a Buddha
seed. If you plant one seed, you can reap a lot of fruit, or harvest a lot of grains.
This represents the perfection of the realization of Buddhahood. This is just
an analogy and not meant to be taken literally. Nevertheless, it is true that if
a person doesn’t cultivate, he'll fall into lower and lower realms of beings. On
the other hand, if you cultivate you can ascend.

Therefore, no matter who you are, you ought to cultivate. If it werent
for the fact that people can cither fall or rise, then nobody would need to
cultivate. If you cultivate you can become a Buddha, return to the origin, go
back to the source, unfold the great wisdom, attain the three bodies, the four
wisdoms, the five eyes, and the six spiritual penetrations, know all and see all.
It is for this reason that you want to cultivate. If Buddhahood is unattainable,
then nobody would need to cultivate.

They say, “Well, how come I don’t see anyone who has cultivated to that
point?” Well, even if they have attained the fruition of Buddhahood they are
not necessarily going to let you know. If they've attained it, still only they
themselves and other sages who have realized the fruition can know. But they
wouldn’t go about and tell everybody, “Hey, now I've attained the fruition
of Buddhahood; I'm a Buddha!” They wouldnt do that. True—Shakyamuni
Buddha said that he had become a Buddha, but only someone like Shakyamuni
Buddha could make a claim like that.

s0To be continued
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